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Four monkeys were put into a room.  In the center of the room was 

a tall pole with a bunch of bananas suspended from the top. One 

particularly hungry monkey eagerly scampered up the pole, intent 

on retrieving a banana.  Just as she reached out to grasp the 

banana, she was hit with a torrent of cold water from an overhead 

shower.  With a squeal, the monkey abandoned its quest and 

retreated down the pole.  Each monkey attempted, in turn, to 

secure the banana.  Each received an equally chilly shower, and 

each scampered down the pole without the prize.  After repeated 

drenchings, the monkeys finally gave up on the bananas. 

 

With the primates thus conditioned, one of the original 4 monkeys was removed 

from the experiment and a new monkey added.  No sooner had this new, 

innocent monkey started up the pole than her companions reached up and 

ranked the surprised creature back down the pole.  The monkey got the 

message—don’t climb the pole.  After a few such aborted attempts, but without 

ever having received a cold shower, the new monkey stopped trying to get the 

bananas.  One by one, each of the original monkeys was replaced. Each new 

monkey learned the same lesson.  Don’t climb the pole.  None of the new 

monkeys ever made it to the top of the pole. None even got so far as a cold 

shower.  Not one understood precisely why pole climbing was discouraged, but 

they all reached the well-established precedent.  Even after the shower was 

removed, no monkey ventured up the pole. 
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W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s  
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W e b s i t e :  s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s  

WSM Bible Study 
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topic for the coming year is titled ʺTo Lead and 

to Serve: The Gospel of Mark.ʺ�
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Mission of the Month  - ELCA  

Disaster Relief 
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Congratulations to Graduates 
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Advance announcement for all 

St. Mark's Women  

Join us at our 

   Prayer Retreat 

 

Friday and Saturday 

 September 23 and 24, 2011 

 

at Lutherdale 

 in Delavan, Wisconsin 
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C.O.O.L.�

C.O.O.L.  

Food of the Month:   

Rice 

 

St. Mark’s Travelers Club 
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W e b s i t e :  s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s  

Vacation Bible School 2011  

DATES: July 18

th

 – 22

nd

       TIME:  6pm – 8pm  

AGES: Pre-K—5th Grade   VOLUNTEERS:  6th Grade & Up 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

We also have an “Adopt an VBSer” campaign.  If you can’t volunteer to be a hands-on leader, 

you can help by adopting one of the “Crew” with monetary offering — details on the Fellowship 

Hall Bulletin Board. 

  

Register today both Volunteers and Participants at: 

http://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/StMarksLutheran  

OR:  Fill out a form available in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

DONATIONS NEEDED!!! 

** If you have any of these that you could donate, purchase or loan to us, we would appreciate it . . . 

**   Small plastic pool     **   Green & Brown fabrics 

** Stuffed Panda Bears    ** Fabric Paint 

** Fern Plants (real or fake)    ** Bamboo Poles 

** Ivory Snow Flakes (5 boxes)   ** Large wooden dowels (1” or larger) 

** Empty 2-liter soda bottles   ** Box fans 

 

These items will be used for decorating the church to emphasize our theme and in craft pro-

jects.  Please leave all donated items on or under the table. 

Thanks, 

 St. Mark’s Youth & Family Ministries 
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 W e b s i t e :  s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s  

Congratulations to our Confirmands 

  

Cassidy Smith, Ma�hew Oye, Pastor Koth, Nichole Truby, & Ryan Hopkins�
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 W e b s i t e :  s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s  

WSM Prayer Breakfast 
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Serving Us This Month 

 

Lectors           Sundays  9:00 a.m.            
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Acolyte     Sundays 9 am           
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Acolyte     W.O.W.  6:30 pm  
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Projectionists     Sundays 9 a.m. 
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