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Beware Half Truths”
Once the Devil was walking along with one
of his cohorts. They saw a man ahead of them pick up
something shiny. "What did he find?" asked the cohort. "A
piece of the truth," the Devil replied. "Doesn't it bother you
that he found a piece of the truth?" asked the cohort. "No,"
said the Devil, "I will see to it that he makes a religion out of
it."
If there is one thing that could truly change the world this
year and make it a more peaceful place to live and be, it will
be minds that are open to the truth, guided, not by fear, but
by an attitude of intellectual curiosity.
Discover something new about yourself and the world
around you today! Get this year off to a great start!
Remember, the difference between genius and stupidity is
that genius has its limits.
A New Year’s Prayer:
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O God of new beginnings and wonderful surprises, thank
you for the gift of a new year. May it be a time of grace for
me, a time to grow in faith and love, a time to renew my
commitment to following Your Son, Jesus. May it be a year
OUR MISSION STATEMENT
of blessing for me, a time to cherish my family and friends, a
Come celebrate the gift
time to renew my efforts at work, a time to embrace my faith
of Jesus Christ.
more fully. Walk with me, please, in every day and every
Grow together
hour of this new year, that the light of Christ might shine
in faith and love.
through me, in spite of my weaknesses and failings. Above
all, may I remember this year that I am a pilgrim on the Share the Good News with all.
sacred path to You. Amen
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Memorial Gifts
We thank the people who have
memorialized these friends and
loved ones for their generosity.
Birthdays
Linda Churchey 01/04
Margaret Congdon 01/04
William Gregory 01/04
David Sparesus 01/06
Kathy Schild 01/07
Gil Mackey 01/08
Ruth Hervoy 01/09
Irene Wilson 01/09
Betty Anderson 01/11
Tamara Maki 01/11
Andrew Haapanen 01/12
William Klass 01/12
Heidi Vander Vere 01/12
David Wonderland 01/12
Ariana DeTogne 01/14
Elise Diaz 01/14
Jack Herberger 01/14
Donald Fontana 01/15
Abigail Oye 01/15
Liv Heredia 01/18
Lauren Urso 01/18
Madison Urso 01/18
Jean Norkus 01/21
Alexis Perez 01/21
Magnus Swanson 01/21
Priscilla Bogdala 01/22
Arvo Aukee 01/24
Danyel Sparesus 01/25
Drew Heredia 01/26
Amelia Solava 01/26
Elizabeth Soling 01/27
Ian Hopkins 01/29
Inara Puccini 01/30
Ritva Illi 01/31
Herman Thorstenson 01/31

The following gifts were given in Loving
Memory of:
 Anna Mae Sievert from Bob & Helen Ostman, Kurt & Kathy
Schild, Helen Binning, Mae Smith, Laura Raykiewicz, David
& Judy Hartke, Carol Bonnes, Jill Shepherd, Ann Roberts,
Marlyn Cook, Carol Suomu, Bridgette Otterbacher, Nancy
Inskeep, Dom & Earleen Constantino, Walter & Diane Piehl,
Janice Gendrich, Lucille Tolonen, Ed & Darlene Harms
 John & Mamie Anderson, & Uncle Leonard Anderson from
the Gerald Van Treeck Family
 Juliana Volk from Bob & Helen Ostman, Laura Raykiewicz,
Carol Bonnes, Helen Binning, Lucille Tolonen, Bridgette
Otterbacher, Jill Shepherd, Ida & Al Dudleston,
 Juliana Volk to the Ministry of Hospitality towards a new
dishwasher from Julie Wendorf
 Ilmi Ryan from Carol Suomu
We’ve Moved

Dennis & Sally Closs
1025 W. Phillips
Alvin, TX 77511
January Anniversaries
Alfred & Eleanore Wienke
Matthew & Leslie Sanfelippo
Rudolph & Mary Jo Ahonen
Rob & Kathy Anderson

01/12
01/18
01/24
01/30

If your name/s have not appeared in recognition of
your birthday, wedding anniversary or a memorial
gift, please contact the church office. We want to
include all celebrations and memorials.
847-623-5135
W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Mission of the Month— C.O.O.L.
(Christian Outreach of Lutherans)

“Come, Grow, Share.”

These numbers can be scary, especially when
one considers the depth of need they represent.
This is especially true now with the numbers of
those in need reaching levels not seen since the
Great Depression, and government-provided
support
dwindling.

for

organizations

like

COOL

But hope is never far away when

you have neighbor helping neighbor.

Thank

you for helping COOL provide families in need
with food, shelter and assistance.
COOL continues to provide comprehensive
assistance to families in need throughout Lake
County by reducing hunger and homelessness,
and encouraging self-sufficiency, through the
operation of a Family Housing Program and
two food pantries.
The Family Housing Program helps homeless
families with children who are without
resources by providing these guest families
with an opportunity to reestablish their lives,
time to find permanent housing, and training to
maintain their self-sufficiency when they exit
the program.

Saula Chromy
For her birthday in November, Saula requested
donations to C.O.O.L. in lieu of gifts. We all
should try to be more like Saula.

The COOL Food Pantries in Waukegan and
Ingleside provide food for breakfast, lunch and
dinner along with specialty foods for diabetic
and cardiac diets, and for those with food
allergies. The food pantries set new records for
the number of persons served in 2011 (39,709),
in 2012 (59,109), and again in 2013 (71,617). The
pantries served over 6,000 in a month for the
first time in January 2013, and then in July 2014,
the pantries served more than 7,000 guests in a
month for the first time! Through November,
COOL has served 70,607 guests in 2014, and will
certainly set a new record of people served
again.

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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STEPHEN MINISTRY

world. The Bible tells us that they were
“overwhelmed with joy” as they bowed to
worship him.

EPIPHANY – ‘GOD’S GUIDING
STARLIGHT’

When they had heard the king, they set out;
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen
at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the
child was. Matthew 2:9

If you read this before January 6, we will still be
in the twelve days of Christmas! January 6th is
Epiphany, when we celebrate the arrival of the
Magi. The “Times after Epiphany” last six
weeks, followed by Ash Wednesday, on
February 18th this year.
The following selection is from “Living in
God’s Amazing Grace: Thanks Be To God!” a
devotional written in 2007 by Reverend
Margaret G. Payne, Bishop of the New England
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America.
EPIPHANY - NAVIGATING BY GPS
In the church of Jesus Christ we do our
work by starlight.
The wise foreigners in the
story of Jesus’ birth found
their way to the Messiah by
following a mysterious light
that guided them through
unfamiliar territory. They
navigated by GPS — God’s
Peculiar Star. It was a surprising,
uncommon, traveling star. It appeared out
of nowhere, but somehow they knew it
was a sign from God. It led them to a
peculiar place where they found a
peculiar scene: a poor child in a manger
who was King of the universe, Son of
God, Prince of Peace, and Savior of the
W e b s i t e :

Leaders in the church are servants who
allow themselves to be guided by God’s
mysterious starlight through unfamiliar
territory to the places where Christ is
revealed. As we move through the darkness
of uncertainty, or conflict, or puzzling
change, we know that we are headed in the
right direction as long as we follow God’s
light. We never lose faith, even when the
destination seems a bit peculiar. The
manger and the cross are not treasures in
the eyes of the world, yet in God’s grace we
know that these peculiar gifts come to us
bearing eternal life.
God’s guiding starlight is still everywhere
in the church and the world. It glistens in
the water of Baptism, illumines the bread
and the wine, and shines over places of
poverty and hopelessness where Jesus lives
among the poor. By this light, miracles
happen, wounds are healed, the hungry are
fed, prayer is answered, leaders are raised
up, and reconciliation overcomes hatred.
We can feel the joy grow as we find our
way closer and closer to the places where
God calls us to be the light of Christ. Even
though we were frightened and uncertain
as we set out to follow this peculiar light,
the overwhelming joy at the end of the
journey assures us that it is God who has
brought us to this place.
May we all be drawn
to the light of Christ,
Jill Shepherd, Stephen Leader

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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“A Christmas to Believe In”

Back Row:
Mid Row:
Front Row:

Laura, Magnus, Annika, Claire, Dana, Monique, Nick, Emily H.,
Zach, Danyel, Gio, Matt, Erv
Bailey, Saula, Evelyn, Morgan, Arielle, David, Connor, Taylor,
Chantal, Sophia, Abby
Kayley, Glenn, Emily R., Lochlan, Isabeau, Karley, Lauren,
Anastasia, Kellen, Ian

I want to thank everyone who was involved for their hard work and dedication to
the Children's Christmas Pageant. All the kids did such a great job!!!! A special
thank you to Georgia, Ida & Amy who worked so hard getting those kiddos in and
out of costumes. Also a thank you to Grace, Patricia, Jensea & Amy who hosted
our Coffee Hour after the play. The dedication of the Youth & Family Ministry
Team to our children & youth is a Wonderful thing. Thank you all!! Laura
Swanson
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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COOL FOOD PANTRY—
FOOD OF THE MONTH:

“Around the World” Luncheon (formerly the

Peanut Butter

AROUND THE WORLD — ETHNIC
LUNCHEON
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2015
11:30 A.M.
Free Will Donation
A sign up sheet is posted on the counter in the
narthex of the church to list your name, number
of people attending and Ethnic dish to share.

Finnish Celebration)

WSM Bible Study for January 2015
The topic for this session is Repent and
Forgive. From the story of King
David’s grave sins against Bathsheba,
Uriah, and God, and his eventual
repentance and forgiveness, we go on to
explore forgiveness, in Luke and Acts.
The passages will help us reflect on what
it means to turn our hearts back to God
to receive forgiveness and learn to
forgive others. Please feel free to join us
on Friday, January 9th at 10 a.m. or 5:30
p.m. in the home of Ida Dudleston
(847-336-5096)

W e b s i t e :

What is an Ethnic Dish? A special food from
your Heritage — maybe your Mother or
Grandmother made it for a family gathering or
special holiday meal which you remember as
very special. Or maybe you have a good "all
American" dish to share. We would like to
know what you plan to bring and country of
origin, so we can have labels ready to identify
all dishes.
Please note: We will not be serving the regular
coffee hour on this Sunday as everyone is invited
to attend the "Around the World Luncheon".

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

Ministry of Hospitality Team
Lucille Tolonen, Team Leader

7

“Come, Grow, Share.”

Spaghetti Dinner
The Youth & Family Ministry Team will be
hosting a Pasta Dinner on Saturday,
February 28th from 5-7pm. Proceeds will
benefit the Youth Trip to the ELCA Youth
Gathering in Detroit.
More than 20 years ago, the Soup-er Bowl of
Caring began with a simple prayer from a
single youth group. “Lord, as we enjoy the
Super Bowl football game, help us to be
mindful of those without even a bowl of soup
to eat.”
Please give generously on Souper Bowl
Sunday, February 1st. Every dollar donated
will go to COOL. We will be collecting cans
of soup as well.

Entertainment by our Youth will be
provided!!
$10.00 for Adults/
$5.00 for children under 10.
Enjoy a choice of 3 pastas,
salad & beverage.
We will also be having a bake sale for any
of your dessert needs!!!

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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“Come, Grow, Share.”

Dear Friends,

Dear St. Mark’s Family,
On behalf of my family, I thank you for your
help and friendship during this difficult time
surrounding the death of my mother, Anna Mae
Sievert. The meaningful service, the luncheon
and condolences made this stressful time easier.
You are a blessing.
God’s peace be with you,
Ida Dudleston

Yarns of Compassion,
Thank you for your amazing donations for the
auction. We could not do the auction without
people like you! We made $23,700.00 for W2C!
Thank You,
Karen Papp

St. Mark’s Yarns of Compassion Thank you so much for the lovely prayer shawl.
It kept me warm during my recuperation and I
could feel your prayers coming through each
beautiful stitch!
Thanks again from a grateful friend

Thank you for your generous gift to ELCA World
Hunger. With this gift, we seek to support
sustainable solutions to care for those most
affected by hunger and poverty.
Thank You,
Kelly Weir
ELCA World Hunger

W e b s i t e :

It is with deep gratitude that we acknowledge
your gift to C.O.O.L. for November, which includes donations from Helen Binning in
memory of her husband, Paul, and Deb
Sherrock.
Your faithful generosity helps us to reach out to
our neighbors in need and to provide a helping
hand. Many people are still struggling because
of economic conditions and your gift will help
us to help more of them.
COOL is committed to identifying and adapting
to the ever-changing needs of our community,
and our staff works very hard to continue
providing the highest levels of services to those
who come to us seeking assistance. Your support affirms our efforts, and helps us in answering the call.
Thank you for your faithfulness and partnership in our ministry.
Warmest Regards,
Diane Thackston
Executive Director

Kris and I would like to thank the congregation
for their cards and gift. We are very grateful
and blessed to be a part of this wonderful congregation.
Pastor Jeff

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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PASTY TIME IS NEAR……
January 21st, 22nd, 23rd & 24th
Your December MESSENGER provided
the basic information regarding our
annual Pasty Sale sponsored by the
Women of St. Mark’s.
Volunteers are needed to Shop &
Cleanup, Peel & Chop Vegetables, Roll &
Fill Crusts, and Provide Nourishment for
the Workers.
The Sign-up Board to help will be in the
Narthex starting Sunday, January 4th,
2015. Come join in the fellowship and
accomplishment of great things.
With your unselfish efforts to help,
monies will be available to fulfill many
mission endeavors for St. Mark’s, Local
and World Communities.
2015 WORK SCHEDULE
Wed. January 21st
7:00am to 3:00pm
Thurs. January 22rd
noon to 9:00pm
Fri.
January 23th
6:00am to 7:30pm
Sat.
January 24th
6:00am to 7:30pm
ORDERING INFORMATION
Place completed order forms in the WSM
Pasty Box in the Narthex beginning
January 4th. Order forms will be on the
information table in the Narthex and
downstairs on the tables in front of the
mailboxes. Phone orders will be accepted
MONDAY, January 5th at 9am, not before.
W e b s i t e :

“Come, Grow, Share.”

We will stop taking pasty orders when
we reach 1200. There will be no
waiting list. First come; first served.
Due to the increase in meat prices,
pasties will be $6.00 each this year.

In the same way, let your light shine before
men, that they may see your good deeds and
praise your Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

WHAT IS A PASTY??
It is a meat pie, a blend of beef & pork &
potatoes & onions & carrots. The mixture is
placed in a crust … the crust is folded over,
sealed and baked. DELICIOUS .. once
you’ve tasted one, you can’t wait until the
next sale.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

Confirmation 7pm

19

Sunday School at
9:30 am &
Worship at 9:45 am
Around the World
Luncheon 11 am

18

Testify 6 pm

Sunday School at
9:30 am &
Worship at 9:45 am

25

Confirmation 7pm

26

Yarns of Compassion 7pm

Confirmation 7pm

12

11

Sunday School at
9:30 am &
Worship at 9:45 am

Women of St.
Mark’s 7pm

Confirmation 7pm

5

Mon

Sunday School at
9:30 am &
Worship at 9:45 am
PADS 5 pm—8 pm
Christian Assembly
in Zion

4

Sun

27

20

AA 7pm

AA 7pm

Church Council
7pm

Reflections in the
Season Noon

13 AA 7pm

AA 7pm

Reflections in the
Spirit 7pm

6

Tue

Cub Scouts 7pm

28

23

16

Choir Practice 7pm Pasty Pick-Up
11 am—6 pm
Boy Scouts 7pm

22

Fri

WSM Bible Study
10 am and 5:30 pm
at Ida Dudleston’s

9

2

Boy Scouts 7pm

Choir Practice 7pm

29

30

Pasty Bake—Preparation & Baking

Cub Scouts 7pm

Reflections in the
Word 7p

21

Choir Practice 7pm

Cub Scouts 7pm

Boy Scouts 7pm

Gurnee Meadows
Worship 1pm

15

Boy Scouts 7pm

Ministry Team
Meeting 7pm

8

Closed

1 Church Office

Thu

Reflections in the
Word 7p

14

Cub Scouts 7pm

Reflections in the
Word 7p

7

Wed

31

Pasty Pick-Up
11 am—3 pm

24

17

10

Steckl Baby
Shower 2 pm

Prayer Team 9am

3

Sat
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Serving Us This Month
Lectors

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087
Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday
School
9:30 a.m.
Sept.—May

1/4
1/11
1/18
1/25

Sundays

Paul Durand
Bob Ostman
Jan Smith
Genie Durand

Assisting Minister

TBD (1st & 3rd Sundays)
Communion Assistant

Acolyte s Sundays

1/4 Emily Hanratty & Evan Lundtveit
1/11 Annika Swanson & Connor
Rutherford
1/18 Evelyn Fontana & Brandon Neas
1/25 Sophia Diaz & Ethan Schroetter
Projectionists Sundays

Pam Hurley & Kathy Schild

1/4
1/11
1/18
1/25

Ushers

Sound Technicians Sundays

TBD (2nd & 4th Sundays)
Altar Guild

Kurt & Kathy Schild
Offering Counters

1/4
1/11
1/18
1/25

Erin Lundtveit & TBD
Wayne Voss & Cindy Keister
Paul Durand & TBD
Jensea Chromy & Victoria
Dumont

THE M ESSENGER
St. Mark's Lutheran Church

1/4
1/11
1/18
1/25

Dana Lundtveit
Magnus Swanson
Taylor Neas
Zach Ammons

Claire Lundtveit
Cassidy Smith
Nick Fontana
Giovanni Diaz

Sunday School Teachers

Schedule not posted at time of printing

stamp

3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087-1343

PLACE MAILING LABEL HERE

