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Visioning for Our Future
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 4Now there are varieties of gifts,
but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services,
but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities,
but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit
for the common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance
of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another
faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit
chooses.

As your first New Year’s Resolution, will you give the following
Saturday to St. Mark’s?

January 11, 2014
On that day we will gather in the fellowship hall, much as the disciples
did in Jerusalem following Jesus ascension, to discern a future course for
our ministry at St. Mark’s. Unless you haven’t noticed, we have not only
built new facilities, but also a new congregation! A more diverse congregation. A congregation eager to move into a new era of ministry that reflects its needs and its strengths!
“How do we do that?” That is THE QUESTION we will deliberate on January 11th. We have contracted with a person who specializes in
“visioning” for Christian congregations. She will help us in a process of discernment by which we will prayerfully and deliberately seek the guidance
of God’s Holy Spirit to maximize the gifts of that Spirit, as God has given
them to us. This process will not only identify those gifts, but most importantly help us to COLLECTIVELY utilize those gifts as we come to an
agreement on how to best use current resources of time, talent and people to continue God’s work of redemption in our communities .
“Will you help? “Will you contribute your voice? Your insights? Your
spiritual gifts? Your vision? ” I pray you will!

Merry Christmas!

Laura Swanson
Youth & Family Ministry
224-619-7758
Anne Illi
Choir Director
Victoriya Berezhna
Organist
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Ministry
847-989-1919
Kathy Anderson
Office Manager
Ken Swanson
Facebook Page
Rebecca Falkinham
Web site master

CONTACTS
Phone: 847-623-5135
Fax: 847-623-4016
E-mail:
stmarkslutheran@gmail.com
Website: stmarkslutheran.us
On Facebook:
“Friends of St. Marks”
“St. Marks Youth & Family”
“St. Marks Lutheran Church”
“St. Marks Yarns of Compassion”

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Come celebrate the gift
of Jesus Christ.
Grow together
in faith and love.
Share the Good News with all.
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Memorial Gifts
We thank the people who have memorialized these friends and
loved ones for their generosity.

BIRTHDAYS
12/03 Eleanor Senteney
12/04 Giovanni Diaz
12/07 Linda Dietz
12/08 Jeremiah Meyer
12/10 Ella Chand
12/13 Shannon Stelter
12/14 Kathryn Kottka
12/14 Vicki Mattson
12/15 Nancy Inskeep
12/17 Zachary Ammons
12/19 Sue Broemelkamp
12/20 Lexi Burgett
12/20 Rachel Sheppard
12/22 Mark Taylor
12/22 Janice Thorstenson
12/23 Steven Myllymaki
12/25 Sandra Falkinham
12/25 Cynthia Keister
12/26 Ashley Perez
12/27 Susan Baehr
12/27 Dinora Congdon
12/27 Anita Wells
12/31 Jane Oye
12/31 Mark Yocius

The following gifts were given in Loving Memory of:
 Jim Tentes from Bridgette Otterbacher, Ken & Sandy
Falkinham, Virginia Kukla, Carol Suomu, Charlotte, Paul,
David, & Helen Marqui, Sue & Jack Broemelkamp, Martha
DeTogne, Irene Tentes, Helen Hart, Ann Roberts


Tuula Tamsi from Jill Shepherd, Aaro & Ritva Illi, Matti &
Helma Makinen, Pirjo Sillanpaa and Family, Martha DeTogne,
Jerry & Kathy Haapanen, Al & Ida Dudleston



Mae Florio from Jill Shepherd, Dom & Earleen Constantino, Ken
& Sandy Falkinham, Barb & Ken, Diane Florio, Janet & Owen
Kinsman, Martha DeTogne, Al & Ida Dudleston, The Burnette
Family



Dr. James Brophy III from Judy Solomon Brophy



Sylvia Kangas from Ann Roberts



Our Son, Allen Maki, from Mattias & Laila Maki



In Honor of Pr. Blomquist’s birthday and the fantastic person he
is. God Bless Him! From Jack Herberger.

December Anniversaries
12/14 Rich & Karen Yocius
12/20 James & Robby McFadden
12/27 Wayne & Kim Voss
12/27 John & Sue Broemelkamp
12/30 David & Joyce Wonderland
If your name/s have not appeared in recognition of your birthday, wedding anniversary or a memorial gift, please contact the church office. We want to include all celebrations and memorials. 847-623-5135

Women of St. Marks Bible Study
WSM Bible Study will meet on Friday, December 13th. The
study can be found in the December issue of Gather magazine.
Gather is a magazine for growth in faith and action published by Women of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. (gathermagazine.org)
This session is about Miriam and how she protected and saved her brother, Moses. (Exodus 2)
The study is held on the second Friday of every month at 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Both sessions meet* at
the home of Ida Dudleston. (847-336-5096)
All are welcome. *Note the 10 a.m. session will now meet at Ida’s house not church.
W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Mission of the Month - St. Mark’s Building
Addition

In the past week, St. Mark’s has received gifts
totally $7,000.00 toward our new building
addition. This Mission of the Month
designation is new, because the building
additions are new! You can help defray the cost
of our mortgage in several ways.
1. Make a gift to the Vision Fund. The
Vision Fund capital is used for nonbudgetary expenditures, which would
include debt reduction.
2. You can gift the interest on the “notes”
that were issued to members to raise
capital. Depending on the size of the
note and the life of the note, different
interest rates were established. If you can
gift back the interest on your investment,
this would greatly help!
3. You can gift your “note”. Some of you
may be able to release the congregation
from it indebtedness to you by
surrendering the note as an offering.
In each and all of these ways, you can help St.
Mark’s ministry through December’s Mission of
the Month!

W e b s i t e :

“Come, Grow, Share.”

Fifth Annual Chili Supper—Thank You
Thank you to everyone who supported the
Chili Supper on November 14, 2013 for the
benefit of the C.O.O.L. food pantry. Our
records show we served 180 people in our
fellowship hall, had 68 carry-out orders, and 37
people enjoyed a second bowl of chili. The
checks and cash donations for C.O.O.L. totaled
$1,117.50, plus an additional $800.00 donation
to be received from Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans. After expenses total profit to
C.O.O.L. will be $3,360.50. The total amount of
food collected on the truck was 518 pounds.
Thank you to everyone who worked together to
make this possible and help feed so many
people in need at this time.
GOD’S WORK — OUR HANDS
Lucille Tolonen, Team Leader

“In everything you do, put God first,
And he will direct you and crown your efforts with success”
Proverbs 3:6

Help Wanted

On Monday, December 9th at 6:30 p.m. we will
be decorating the church for the holidays.
Please give us your gift of help to set up the
trees, decorate, and hang garlands to set the
stage for the celebration of our Savior’s birth.
A sign up sheet is located in the Narthex if you
are interested.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Pasty Sale—January 2014
Over the years the Women of St. Mark’s Pasty Sale
project has provided great fellowship and service for
all our members and friends. The pasty sale has
given us a vehicle to address specific needs of others.

Please make a COMMITMENT to help us continue
the great pasty tradition at St. Mark’s. Without
WORKERS, PASTIES cannot be baked, ORDERS
cannot be filled, FRIENDSHIPS cannot begin and
MISSION GOALS cannot be met.

ORDER INFORMATION
The following projects will be supported through proceeds
from this year’s pasty sale:

INREACH





Order forms will be on the information table in the
Narthex and downstairs on the tables in front of the
mailboxes.

Special Families in Need
WSM’s Prayer Retreat
VISION Fund
Youth & Family Ministry

Paper Orders > starting Sunday, January 5, place your
completed order form in the designated “PASTY
ORDERS” box in the Narthex.”

COMMUNITY OUTREACH




We will stop taking pasty orders when we reach 1200.
THERE WILL BE NO WAITING LIST.

C.O.O.L. Transitional Housing Program
Bethel New Life Mission
Waukegan to College

Phone Orders > call our office manager no earlier than
9am on Monday, January 6. In fairness to everyone,
please do not call before that time.

WORLD OUTREACH



PRICE INFORMATION

Women of the ELCA Funds for Disaster Relief…
Malaria
Katie’s Fund for Women in Ministry

The cost of a pasty will remain $5.50.

WORKERS ARE NEEDED IN JANUARY 2014
To continue the project, we need you!
Men, women, confirmands, high school students and
friends of St. Mark’s… anyone who would be willing to
help in service and fellowship.

In the same way, let your light shine before
men, that they may see your good deeds and
praise your Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

Volunteers are needed to:





WHAT IS A PASTY??

SERVE LUNCH to the workers
PEEL & CHOP vegetables
ROLL & FILL crusts
CLEAN UP

We will find a job for you for whatever time you can share.

SIGN UP BEGINNING SUNDAY,
January 5, 2014 in the Narthex

It is a meat pie, a blend of beef & pork & potatoes &
onions & carrots. The mixture is placed in a crust
… the crust is folded over, sealed and baked.
DELICIOUS .. once you’ve tasted one, you can’t
wait until the
next sale.

Work Schedule: Thursday, January 23, 2014
Friday, January 24, 2014
Saturday, January 25, 2014
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Life Line Screening

Stephen Ministry
CELEBRATING GOD ENTERING OUR WORLD
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was
in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. John 1:1-5
The Coming of the Light
…Christmas celebrates the dawn of the Light of the World. The powers of darkness
are overcome by his coming to share our life. The long reign of sin is ended and grace
has been poured out upon the earth. The Sun of Justice has arisen, and evil is vanquished.
Perhaps the hardest thing to remember about Christmas is this: It celebrates the
incarnation, not just the nativity. The incarnation is an on going process of salvation, while the nativity is the once for all historical event of Bethlehem.

Life Line Screening will be at
St.
Mark’s
on
Friday,
December 6th, 2013 from 8:15
a.m. until 5:30 p.m. Preregistration is required by
calling
1-800-324-9458.
Flyers will be available on the
counter in the Narthex later
this month. For more detailed
information visit their website
at:
www.LifeLineScreening.com.

We don’t really celebrate Christ’s ‘birthday,’ remembering something that happened
long ago. We celebrate the stupendous fact of the incarnation, God entering
our world so thoroughly that nothing has been the same since.
And God continues to take flesh in our midst, in the men and woman and children
who form his body today. And the birth we celebrate is not just the past historical
event but Christ’s continuing birth in his members, accomplished by the power of the
Spirit through the waters of baptism.

Book of the Month:

What we celebrate is our redemption in Christ and the transformation of all creation
by the presence of the divine in our mist.”*

Some Special Gifts

(Source Unknown)

A firm handshake to a shaky soul,
A kind word to a lonely person,
A warm smile to the disheartened,
A sincere concern for someone troubled,
A feeling of compassion for the neglected,
A comforting thought for the bereaved,
A respect for the dignity of others,
A defense of the rights of individuals,
A word of witness to help a seeking soul,
A Merry Christmas to all
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Leader
*An Advent Sourcebook, 1996
W e b s i t e :

This month’s “Book of the
Month” isn’t actually a book,
but a periodical. Namely,
“THE LUTHERAN” magazine.
This is the magazine of the
ELCA and is published
monthly. A copy of it is
available in the church library
and may be ordered through
Augsburg Publishing house
for home delivery.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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COOL FOOD PANTRY—
FOOD OF THE MONTH:

St. Mark’s hopes to see you at the

SIDE DISHES

9th Annual Finnish Celebration
Sunday, January 12, 2014
11:30 a.m. check in

luncheon served at 12:00 noon.
Happy Birthday—
Pastor Blomquist

Followed by music and entertainment

Eighteen members and
friends from St. Mark’s
went up to Rolling Hills
Nursing home on Tuesday, October 29th to help
Pastor Blomquist celebrate his birthday.
Thank you, Jill Shepherd, for beginning the afternoon with a word of prayer. Thank you to everyone who brought “goodies” to enjoy and also
to Rolling Hills for furnishing the coffee and tea.
After enjoying the snacks, everyone joined in
singing “Happy Birthday”
Thank you to everyone for bringing a “ray of
sunshine” to Pastor Blomquist on his birthday.
Lucille Tolonen, Team Leader
Ministry of Hospitality

W e b s i t e :

Call to reserve your ticket:
Judy Shales-Reinier
Don Fontana

847-682-9009 or
920-867-2141
847-612-4562

Tickets also available from other St. Mark’s
members. Call the church office for more
information 847-623-5135

Tickets:

Adults. . . . . . . $15
Children. . . . . . .$7

The date is coming up fast...mark your
calendar, buy your ticket and we will see
you on January 12th
for fun, good food and great entertainment!

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Thank You

Coats for Kids 2013

Dear St. Mark’s
Thanks so much for the party
you held for my dad—he was so
pleased. The party really lifted
his spirits. The cookies were outstanding! He was
really excited about them when I called after the
party, mentioning them several times. The
following evening he showed them to me and I
understood why!!! Plus, they taste good! Although,
it’s kind of like the inner conflict I have with butter
shaped like cute lambs, and chocolate bunnies; at
some point you just have to bite into it or chop off
the head . . . And yikes I just took his ear off!! He
totally loved the cookies. I have no ide how that’s
done! I have to say that I have not seen him as
happy since my mother passed, although he did
mention how much fun she would have had, and
she would have loved it! Honestly, it was really
great for me to see him happy and at ease. He was
telling me how grateful he is to have all of you in
his life, how caring and kind everyone has been.
Honestly, to see him in such good spirits helps me
immeasurably.
Much thanks and love!
Anne Blomquist-Malecki

Please join us in helping the
homeless kids in Lake County
stay warm this holiday season! From November 18th
through Sunday, December
15th—bring in NEW children’s coats sizes 5—14 and
place in the collection box in the Narthex.

Greetings to our ministry partners at St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church Youth:
Thank you for your gift of $225.00 in support of
Lutherdale’s ministry. Your partnership plays an
important role in Lutherdale being a vibrant and
strong Christian ministry where we are true to our
mission of “Building Lives in Christ”.
In tough times, it is always good to remember that
Lutherdale has always had a policy that no one is
turned away from a camp experience for financial
reason. Everyone is welcome at Lutherdale. Your
partnership goes a long way I making that
possible.
Peace and Blessings,
Jeffrey A. Bluhm
Executive Director
W e b s i t e :

Change of Address
Rudy & Mary Jo Ahonen
2748 Little Edelweiss Drive
Green Bay, WI 54302
Rev. Koth,
Thank you for supporting the 2013 Wadsworth
Farmer’s Market by allowing us to put up a sign on
your property.
We appreciate your support of our new local venture.
Sincerely,
Hope Forcier
Market Manager
Dear Friends,
It is with deep appreciation that we acknow- ledge
your check in the amount of $404.00 to COOL to
help those in need.
Your generosity helps us to continue to assist the
growing number of Lake County residents who
come to us to help in making ends meet. This year,
to date, we have served over 21% more families at
COOL food pantries than last year and expect the
numbers will continue to increase, especially
through the holiday season.
Thank you for our partnership in our ministry.
Warmest Regards,
Diane Thackston
Executive Director of COOL

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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DECORATING OUR FOYER:

Poinsettia Orders

A “CHRISMON” TREE
UNITING CHRISTIANS THROUGHOUT THE
WORLD
Gracing our foyer Christmas tree
this year will be Chrismons, white
and gold pearl-studded ornaments
depicting Christian symbols. The
Chrismons on our tree were handmade several years ago by Nancy
Long, a former St. Mark’s member.

Order forms for Poinsettia
plants to adorn the altar on
Christmas Eve. will be available in the Narthex & downstairs by the Mailboxes midNovember. Orders must be received in the church office no later than Wednesday, December 4th. All
plants will be red this year and can be ordered in 6”
pot ($11) , 7” pot ($18) or 8” pot ($25). Please return
your order forms to the box marked “poinsettia orders” which is located on the counter in the Narthex.

Chrismons were created in 1957 by Frances Kipps
Spencer from Ascension Lutheran Church in Danville, Virginia. The daughter of missionary parents
in Japan, Frances wanted to find a way to decorate
the Christmas tree in her church that would be more
appropriate for a sanctuary.
She chose to decorate the tree with Greek monograms for the name of Christ. The word chrismon is
the combination of the words Christ
and monogram. The first Chrismons
Frances created were the ancient Greek
symbol for Christ, the Chi (Х) Rho (Р).
The first Chrismon tree in Danville,
Virginia displayed simple monograms of Christ, as
well as a few crosses. In the following years, Frances
Spencer added more designs of different signs and
symbols used by the earliest Christians. Her later
ornaments grew more sophisticated in meaning and
complex in execution. She began to create original
designs depicting the life of Christ, Biblical teachings,
and a series of Chrismons based on the Beatitudes.
Today Chrismon trees are in thousands of churches
of every denomination and over 160 countries
throughout the world. Through Frances Spencer’s
Chrismons, many Christians have discovered the
similarities rather than the differences in their denominations.
Our lovely Chrismon tree sits atop a beautiful tree
skirt, designed and created by Georgia Benson. Be
sure to stop by to view the Chrismons, symbols of
faith in Christ Jesus. Hope, peace, joy, and love to
you all this Christmas season!
W e b s i t e :

Thank You
Dear Everyone at St. Mark’s:
Thank you so very much for keeping Mae
in your prayers during her last couple of
weeks and now her loss. I think this was
a big shock to you, her church family, as it was to us.
We will all miss her so much. Thank you again for all
of your prayers and support.
Sincerely,
Diane Florio and the Florio Family
Thank you all for all the cards, calls and emails
wishing me a speedy recovery. Special thanks to Jill
Shepherd who has kept close tabs on me throughout
my recovery, and to Pastor Koth who along with Jill
has directed prayer to lift me and my family up
throughout this difficult time. I am so thankful for my
wonderful church family and I hope to see you soon!
Martha DeTogne
To the Hospitality Committee,
The members who helped with the luncheon was a
great service to Jim’s Honor. The ladies and men
worked hard to make a most delicious and large
variety meal with a large selection of desserts.
Thank you to the ladies who brought dishes to pass
as well as cakes, cookies, and Pulla. Everyone seemed
to enjoy the feast and fellowship. It was special for
our family and greatly appreciated. Compliments
were given by many friends and relatives.
Thank you with love and friendship,
Betty Tentes and Family

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

9

“Come, Grow, Share.”

Youth Sunday—November 10th, 2013

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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6

Fri

W e b s i t e :

24

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

Sunday
School
9:45 Worship
6pm Testify/
Confirmation
Lock-in

29 NO

31

NO Confirmation 7 pm A.A.

30

9:30 am Sunday NO Confirmation 4 p.m. &
School
11 p.m.
9:45 am Worship
.
7 pm A.A.

23

22

17
7 pm A.A.
7 pm Tech Team

16

15

25

7 pm A.A.
6:30 pm Cub
Scouts
7 pm Reflections
in the Word

18

11

26

27

20

10 am WSM Bible
Study
5:30 pm WSM
Bible Study @ Ida
Dudleston’s

13

1:30 pm
Gurnee Meadows 9pm Boy Scout
Worship
Lock-In
7 pm Boy Scouts
7 pm Adult Choir
8 pm Praise Band

19

12

Noon
7pm A.A.
Reflections in the 6:30 pm Cub
7 pm Boy Scouts
Season
Scouts
7 pm Adult Choir
7 pm A.A.
7 pm Reflections 8 pm Praise Band
7 pm Church
in the Word
Council

CHRISTMAS
7 pm
PAGEANT
Confirmation
9:45 am Worship 7 pm Yarns of
Compassion

6:30 pm HOA
6:30 pm Decorate
the Church
7pm
Confirmation

9:30 am
Sunday School
9:45 am Worship
3 pm Annual
Christmas Craft
Party

9

10

4

Thu

8

3

Wed

9:30 am Sunday 7 pm
School
Confirmation
9:45 am Worship 7 pm WSM
5pm-7pm PADS

2

1

Tue
7 pm A.A.
7 pm Reflections 6:30 pm Cub
7 pm Ministry
8:30 am Lifeline
in the Spirit
Scouts
Teams Meeting
Screening until
7 pm A.A.
7 pm Reflections 7 pm Boy Scouts 5 pm
in the Word

Mon

Sun

28

Boy Scout Lock-in
til 9 am

21

14

9 am Prayer Team

7

Sat
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Serving Us This Month

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087
Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-4016
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday
School
9:30 a.m.

Lectors
Sundays
12/1 Julie Wendorf
12/8 Janet Meyer
12/15 Lucille Tolonen (Christmas Play)
12/22 Tom Wendorf
12/27 Jan Smith
Christmas Eve
4 p.m. John Poole
11 p.m. Ken Swanson
Assisting Minister
Cassandra Londo (1st & 3rd Sundays)
Communion Assistant
John Meyer (2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays)
Laura Swanson Christmas Eve 4 pm
Erv Uhlman Christmas Eve 11 pm
Altar Guild
Nancy Inskeep, Loren & Margaret
Congdon
Ushers
Kurt Schild III and Erv Uhlman
Offering Counters
12/1 Don Fontana & Al Dudleston
12/8 Wayne Voss & Don Fontana
12/15 Erin Lundtveit &
12/22 Kristen Trukova &
12/27 Laura Swanson & Jensea Chromy

THE M ESSENGER
St. Mark's Lutheran Church

Acolyte
Sundays
12/1
12/8
12/15
12/22
12/27
Projectionists
Sundays
12/1
12/8
12/15
12/22
12/27
Sound Technicians
Sundays
12/1
12/8
12/15
12/22
12/27
Christmas Eve 4 p.m.
A: Chantal Brikha
P: Monique Brikha
S: Cassidy Smith

Evelyn Fontana
Arielle Jones
Danyel Sparesus
Sofia Diaz
Dana Lundtveit

Abigail Oye
Zachary Ammons
Matthew Hopkins
Matthew Oye
Claire Lundtveit

Nick Fontana
Cody Ammons
Ryan Hopkins
Giovanni Diaz
Nichole Truby
11:00 p.m.
Annika Swanson
Magnus Swanson
Anna Koth

stamp

3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087-1343

PLACE MAILING LABEL HERE

