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Nothing But Water
Mark 6:5-6 And Jesus could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured
them...And Jesus was amazed at their lack of faith.

An old legend tells of a beloved prince who invited his
friends to come to his birthday party, asking each to bring a bottle of his best
wine. A barrel was placed at the palace door, and each person on entering
was to pour the wine into the container, as a symbol of the blending of their
love and loyalty.
One guest looked over his stock of choice wines and found it hard to part
with even one bottle. He thought, “I will fill a bottle with water and pour it
into the barrel. With all that good wine, nobody will notice the difference.”
The prince was pleased with his gifts and when he was shown the big barrel,
he wept with joy. He invited all the guests to gather around and drink to his
health. He held up a wine glass and turned on the spigot—but all that came
from the barrel was water!
What God can give us, more or less, depends on faith. Jesus could do no
mighty work in Nazareth because of the people’s lack of faith. Before you
“give” your pledge on November 23rd, let the Spirit of God work faith in you
through these worship opportunities.
November 2nd
All Saints Sunday: Dedication of Legacy Gifts
th
November 9
Testify Leads Worship
November 15th
New Member Orientation
November 26th
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship at St. Mark’s
rd
November 23
Job Fair: Open Hearts, Open Minds.

Laura Swanson
Youth & Family Ministry
224-619-7758
Victoriya Berezhna
Organist
Eric Aho
Director of Musical Ensembles
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Ministry
847-989-1919
Kathy Anderson
Office Manager
Ken Swanson
Facebook Page
Rebecca Falkinham
Web site master

CONTACTS
Phone: 847-623-5135
Fax: 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail:
stmarkslutheran@gmail.com
Website: stmarkslutheran.us
On Facebook:
“Friends of St. Marks”
“St. Marks Youth & Family”
“St. Marks Lutheran Church”
“St. Marks Yarns of Compassion”

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Come celebrate the gift
of Jesus Christ.
Grow together
in faith and love.
Share the Good News with all.
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Memorial Gifts

11/03 Gail Plinke
11/03 Mae Smith
11/06 Georgia Benson
11/10 Cindy Kasper
11/10 Kurt Schild,II
11/12 Marcio Diaz
11/14 Rudolph Ahonen
11/15 Ken Swanson
11/16 Saula Chromy
11/16 Rebecca Falkinham
11/17 Alex Barrett
11/17 Bryan Lechelt
11/22 Timothy Ammons
11/22 Dennis Closs
11/22 Aiden PerezStevenson
11/23 Robert Ostman
11/25 Sandy Morrison
11/26 Jeffrey Wonderland
11/27 Diane Hernandez
11/28 Rich Yocius
11/28 Patricia Sparesus
11/29 Lochlan Puccini
November Anniversaries
Paavo & Helen Pelkonen
11/04
Pr. Jeff & Kris Koth
11/12

We thank the people who have memorialized
these friends and loved ones for their
generosity.
The following gifts were given in Loving
Memory of:








Sirkka Anita Aho from Bartlit Beck Herman
Palenchar & Scott LLP,
Thelma Larsen from Carol Bonnes, Bob & Helen
Ostman, Paavo & Helena Pelkonen, Martha
DeTogne, Mary Wakelyn,
Ted Gregory from Bob & Helen Ostman, Bill &
Marty Gregory
Charles & Vienna Kangas from Al & Eleanore
Wienke

If your name/s have not appeared in recognition
of your birthday, wedding anniversary or a
memorial gift, please contact the church office.
We want to include all celebrations and
memorials. 847-623-5135
Special Meeting
Reflections in the Season Bible Study
November 11, 2014
Noon (luncheon)
We are honored to announce that Detective Wendy Dumont will
be our guest speaker at our November 11 Bible Study. Wendy
is a member of the Lake Forest Police Force and is highly trained
in her field. Her lectures are informative and an learning experience on issues such as fraud, scams, etc.

Everyone is welcome!
You are invited to our Bible Study at noon on
Tuesday, November 11 and to attend Wendy's
lecture following our meal.

W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Mission of the Month— PADS - Providing
Advocacy, Dignity, and Shelter - to the
homeless of Lake County
PADS provides the only emergency, nonrestrictive homeless shelters in Lake County by
staffing 15 rotating sites fully with volunteers.
Nearly 160 persons are helped each evening by
receiving 3 meals and a safe place to sleep.
Many sites offer showers and donated clothing.
In addition, PADS offers many options for
transitional housing with special programs for
families, veterans, those with mental illness or
substance abuse.

“Come, Grow, Share.”

Life Line Screening
Life Line Screening will be at St. Mark’s on
Tuesday, December 16th, 2014 from 8:15 a.m.
until 5:30 p.m. To Register for this event and to
receive a $10 discount off any package priced
above $129, please call 1-888-653-6441 or online
at:
www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners
Flyers will be available on the counter in the
Narthex later this month. For more detailed
information visit their website at:
www.LifeLineScreening.com.

St. Mark's has been a partner with PADS for
over 20 years and will continue our service this
year at Christian Assembly in Zion.
We'll be serving dinners on the first Sunday of
each month from October to April, beginning
October 5th.

2015 Pasty Sale

Volunteers are needed to:
1) Prepare the entrée
2) Purchase side dishes & lunch supplies &
deliver to St. Mark's.
3) Set up & serve on Sunday evening from 58pm.

Mark your calendars now for the upcoming

If you would like to help, please contact Kristen
Trukova at ktrukova@gmail.com or at
847-338-7764.

our members and friends who participate in this

WSM sponsored Pasty Work Schedule and Sale.
The dates are January 22nd, 23rd, and 24th.
Specific information will be included in the
December Messenger.

forward to the great fellowship and service of all
important fund raiser.

As in previous years, we will have a sign-up
board downstairs for needed items & servers.
For more information about PADS, go to
www.padslakecounty.org

W e b s i t e :

We once again look

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
AGING AS A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY
A cup of cold water…
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which
you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another
in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the spirit in
the bond of peace. Ephesians 4:1-3
The most significant transition in the aging years is
from a life of productivity in goods and services to a
life valued for itself. This transitional shift invites us
into the gift of aging. James W. Ewing, Ph. D.

A meaningful life, no matter what age, is having a
sense of purpose and feeling connected to others. It is
not only being a part of a community, it is knowing
that we are a part of something greater than ourselves.
Many of us (those over 50, perhaps!) remember the
wonderful humorist, Art Buchwald. During our lives
the results of our projects and work may be appreciated long after we’re gone. Art Buchwald lived so much
longer than expected that he was kicked out of hospice and
sent home! He felt his job was to use his talent to
make people laugh, to help them be less afraid of
death and dying. “Dying isn’t hard,” he said, “getting
paid by Medicare is hard!”
After leaving hospice, Buchwald revived his newspaper column and published his best selling book, Too
Soon to Say Good-bye. Humor, no matter what age we
are, encourages us to rise above our troubles, helping
us to look at our situation from a distance, and takes
us to a nicer place. Art Buchwald became even more
popular in his last year because of his ability to laugh
at death and help us do the same.*
Small tasks for an elderly person can have a large impact. Studies show that more successful aging occurs
when an individual feels a sense of usefulness and
purpose. The ability to sustain a sense of personal
control in old age directly affects one’s physical wellbeing.

group of nursing home residents. The residents were
given a plant to keep in their rooms. Half the residents had to care for the plants themselves, while
nursing home staff tended to the plants in the rooms
of the other half. The simple task of keeping the
plants alive and watching them grow—of being responsible for them and to them—led to a better quality
of life for those who took care of their own plants.
“Remarkably, they experienced not only greater psychological well-being, but better physical health,
too.”**
As each of us grows older we need to remind ourselves that life is a gift of God, and aging is a natural
part of living. No matter what our age or circumstances,
we can share our faith and God’s saving grace with others.
The blessings God has given us can be celebrated and
shared with one another.
America is aging at a rapid rate. By 2040, over 25% of
the population will be over 65 years of age. The leading edge of the Baby Boomer generation, (the 78 million born between 1946-1965) is turning 60+. This
“age wave” has also impacted upon the church, as
the average age within the ELCA congregation is 55
years old.***
As Christians, we are commissioned to “lead a life
worthy of the calling to which we have been
called,” (Ephesians 4:1) and this calling, vocation, empowers us to live for others by faithfully serving our
neighbors in love and justice.
We can help older adults with their social and materials needs. We can visit, call, write letters or cards, do
household tasks, give transportation assistance, prepare meals delivered in homes, or treat them to a loaf
of Pulla Bread or a pasty! We can play videotapes of
our Christmas and Good Friday services to those
who can’t get out. Any kindness to our elderly, no
matter what it is, keeps them connected and reminds
them that they are not forgotten, but respected and
loved.
God’s peace to you,
Jill Shepherd, Stephen Leader

A classic study was conducted to assess the effects of
enhanced personal responsibility and choice on a
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

Continued on Page 9
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Thanksgiving Worship

WSM Bible Study for November

As is our tradition, St. Mark’s will join
with other Lutheran and Methodist
churches in our area for a combined
Thanksgiving Eve worship service. St.
Mark’s will be the host church this year.
If you would like to sing with the
combined choir, see Eric Aho. This
service will begin at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, November 26th.

The November session will be meeting
at
church
(enter at the upper
level) on Friday,
Nov 14th at 10 am &
5:30 pm Both sessions will be led by Laura
Swanson. If you have any questions or concerns contact her at 224-619-7758.
We will continue to discern the meaning of transformation in our spiritual life.
First we will read a portion of the Exodus
deliverance story which will help us understand how God uses signs both to
show his power and to strengthen the
faith of Moses and the Israelites. Both Pharaoh and the Israelites vacillate in their response. We will see also that for people in
the Bible and for Christians today, growth
in faith often takes time.

Please come and join in Thanksgiving to
our God for all His benefits to us.

Crop Walk 2014

Thank you
to all who
joined and
those who
supported
Crop Walk
2014. We
had 32
Participants
Our Most
Ever!!

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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COOL FOOD PANTRY—
FOOD OF THE MONTH:

Finnish Celebration 2015
Because Pete and I are going through some
medical issues, I do not have the time this year
to do the Finnish Celebration. I want to thank
everyone who has helped over the years to
make it such a wonderful success. I was hoping
we could make the 10th year, but we will
always remember the fun and success of seeing
all those Finnish people getting together at the
place where it started all those many years
ago. Thanks once again and God bless all of
you.
Love Judy & Pete Reinier

TUNA

WILL NOW BE: “Around the World” Luncheon

Saturday November 15th
9:30—12 noon
If you are interested in membership at St. Mark’s,
please attend this orientation by registering with the
church office stmarkslutheran@gmail.com

We will hold a luncheon of “Foods from
Around the World”. Members are encouraged
to bring a dish to share from their ethnic
background. More information will be available
in the December Messenger.

2014 Youth & Family
Kroll’s Pumpkin Farm Visit

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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“Come, Grow, Share.”

Feast of St. Francis—Blessing of the Animals Held during worship on Sunday, October 5th, 2014.

Mission Interpreter
Why do we need a mission interpreter?
Is mission giving written in a foreign
language? No, of course not. This
could just as well be an article titled
“Mission Reporter” or “Mission Informer”. OK, so let me start reporting.
When we give to St. Mark’s, a percentage of
that money is shared with our synod and with
the ELCA church wide organization. The porW e b s i t e :

tion of your offering that is shared with the
wider church is called Mission Support. As
members of the ELCA, we are freed in
Christ to love and serve our neighbor, open
to the Holy spirit’s invitation to be active in
the world. By sharing your time, talents,
and financial resources, you are participating in God’s work throughout the United
States and around the world. Around the

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

Continued on Page 9
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“Come, Grow, Share.”

Thanksgiving Baskets!!

The Women of St. Mark’s thank everyone who
gave of their time and talent in preparing and
baking the Pulla as well as all who supported
the Bake Sale. Because of you, both COOL &
PADs will be able to use the monies we
earned to help in their outreach to the community. It is truly God’s Work, Our Hands, Our
Blessings.

Thank You
Dear Friends at St. Mark’s
I want to thank everyone for their prayers, Get
Well cards, and best wishes while I recovered
from my neck surgery. It was a success.
John Meyer

The Youth & Family Ministry team along with
the Sunday school children, Confirmation & Testify youth will be putting together baskets & delivering them to our Nursing Home residents &
Shut-Ins on Sunday, November 23rd.
We are looking for donations of the items below:
**Any questions please call Laura @224-619-7758
 Baskets
 Apples Oranges
 Bananas
 Snack Pack Puddings
 Applesauce cups
 Sugar Free Candy
 Mixed Nuts
 Cheese & Cracker packs
 Peanut butter crackers
 Home made baked goods
 Socks
 pens
 note pads
 hand lotion

Thank You

Poinsettia Orders

The Youth & Family Ministry Team would like
to thank The Women of St. Mark's for their generous donation of $1500.00 to help with the costs
of the upcoming ELCA Youth Gathering. Nine
Youth & two Adult Leaders will be attending
the Gathering this coming July 2015 in Detroit,
MI. Please keep your eyes open for upcoming
fundraisers!!! Our Team and the Youth are
grateful for the continuing support we receive
from the Congregation of St. Mark's.
Thank you,
Laura Swanson

Order forms for Poinsettia
plants to adorn the altar on
Christmas Eve. will be
available in the Narthex
and in the Fellowship Hall .
Orders must be received in the church office no
later than Wednesday, December 3rd. All plants
will be red this year and can be ordered in 6” pot
($11), 7” pot ($18) or 8” pot ($25). Please return
your order forms to the box marked “poinsettia
orders” which is located on the counter in the
Narthex.

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Continued from page 7

MINISTRY OF HOSPITALITY TEAM

To sponsor

CHILI SUPPER

For the benefit of
C.O.O.L. FOOD PANTRY

Thursday, November 13, 2014
Serving 3:30 P.M to 7:00 P.M

MENU
Chili, French Bread, crackers
Coffee or lemonade, dessert
$8.00 per person

(2nd bowl of chili—$2.00)
Carry-out meals available
Along with the chili supper, we
encourage
everyone
to
bring
CANNED GOODS AND NONPERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS for the
C.O.O.L. food pantry. The C.O.O.L.
truck will be available for your
donations. Also, a jar for additional
cash & checks (made payable to
C.O.O.L.) will be set up.
The food pantry is in desperate need of
our help at this time.
Tickets are for sale from all members of the
Ministry of Hospitality Team.
W e b s i t e :

“Come, Grow, Share.”

world to help fight the Ebola threat, to help stop
malaria, and any natural disaster.
In 2013, ELCA members gave $1.7 billion in
regular offerings to support God’s mission and
ministry through the three expressions of the
ELCA:
 Congregations - 94.2 % - $1.6 billion remained in congregations
 Synods - 3% - $51.4 million shared to support
ministries through synods
 Churchwide organization - 2.8% - $48.8 million was sent through synods to support the
churchwide organization.
So, why do we give? As members of the
ELCA, our faith in a loving God frees us to be
bold and courageous, open to the Holy Spirit’s
invitation to be active in the world. Our financial
generosity is but one expression of our love for
God, for our neighbor and for ourselves.
Please reflect on those thoughts as you sit and
listen to the announcements at the end of our
worship services. Think about missions. Think
about how many of those announcements are really expressions of St. Mark’s commitment to mission support. Mission work here and around the
country and around the world.
Copyright - ELCA - ELCA.org. - LivingLutheran.com
- Erv Uhlman
AGING AS A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY continued from
page 4
FOOTNOTES:
*”The Art of Transcendence of the Years, Part IV,”
Mindy Greenstein, Ph. D., Psychology Today
**”The Effects of Choice and Enhanced Personal Responsibility for the Aged: A Field Experiment in an
Institutional Setting,” Ellen Langer, Judith Roden, The
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology
***”Senior Adult Ministry: Growing Aging Disciples,”
E tips, ELCA Evangelism

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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A.A. 7 pm
Reflections in the
Season Noon
Church Council 7pm

Confirmation 7pm
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A.A. 7 pm

6

Thu

7

Fri

20

Cub Scouts7pm 27

Worship
At St. Mark’s

26

Cub Scouts 7pm
Choir Practice 7pm
Reflections in the Boy Scouts 7 pm
Word 7pm

19

Wedding Rehearsal
6:00 P.M.

28

21

Chili Supper
13
14
Preparation
WSM Bible Study
Cub Scouts 7pm
10 am and 5:30 pm
Reflections in the Chili Supper 3:30 to 7 pm At St. Mark’s
Word 7pm
Choir Practice 7pm
COOL Exec Mtg 7 pm

12

Cub Scouts 7pm
Ministry Teams Meeting
Reflections in the 7 pm
Word 7pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

5

Wed

* Christmas Pageant Rehearsals after Worship every Sunday through December 7th

Sunday School 9:30 &
Worship 9:45 am
Christmas Pageant
Rehearsal*
Testify 6pm

30

25

No Confirmation
Thanksgiving Break

Worship 9:45 am
Christmas Pageant
Rehearsal*
Thanksgiving Basket
Delivery
OPEN HEARTS OPEN
MINDS JOB FAIR

Confirmation 7pm
A.A. 7 pm
Yarns of Compassion
7pm

23 Sunday School 9:30 & 24

Worship 9:45 am
Christmas Pageant
Rehearsal*
Testify & Confirmation
6 pm

16 Sunday School 9:30 & 17

18

11

10

9

No Sunday School
Worship
9:45 am
Sloppy Joe
Lunch &
Bake Sale

Confirmation 7pm
WSM 7pm

Worship 9:45 am
Christmas Pageant
Rehearsal *
PADS 5pm

GENERAL
ELECTIONS
A.A. 7 pm
Reflections in the
Spirit 7pm

4

Tue

3

Mon

2 Sunday School 9:30

Sun

2014

Trout/Vigil
Wedding 4:00 P.M.

29

22

15
New Member
Orientation
9:30 –12 noon

8

Prayer Team 9 a.m.

1

Sat
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Serving Us This Month

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087
Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday
School
9:30 a.m.
Sept.—May

Lectors Sundays
11/2 Magnus Swanson
11/9 Danyel Sparesus & Emily Hanratty
11/16 Erv Uhlman
11/23 Jill Shepherd
11/28 Janet Meyer
Assisting Minister
Ted Wells (1st & 3rd Sundays)
Communion Assistant
Laura Swanson (2nd, 4th & 5th
Sundays)
Altar Guild
Anita Wells
Ushers
Dom & Earleen Constantino
Offering Counters
11/2 Don Fontana & Wayne Voss
11/9 Jensea Chromy & Patrick Tentes
11/16 Erin Lundtveit & Georgia Benson
11/23 Patrick Tentes & Wayne Voss
11/28 Laura Swanson
Acolyte Sundays
11/2 Chantel Brikha & Yamilex Colon
11/9 Arielle Jones
11/16 Emily Hanratty & Evan Lundtveit
11/23 Annika Swanson & Connor
Rutherford

THE M ESSENGER
St. Mark's Lutheran Church

11/28 Evelyn Fontana & Bayleigh
Teinhaara
Projectionists Sundays
11/2 Monique Brikha
11/9 YOUTH SUNDAY (Bob Ostman)
11/16 Dana Lundtveit
11/23 Magnus Swanson
11/28 Zack Ammons
Sound Technicians Sundays
11/2 Nichole Truby
11/9 YOUTH SUNDAY (Helen Ostman)
11/16 Claire Lundtveit
11/23 Giovanni Diaz
11/28 Nick Fontana
Sunday School Teachers
11/2 Monique & Chantel Brikha, Grace
Brikha, Amy, Evelyn & Nick
Fontana, Rebecca Rutherford
11/9 Laura Raykiewicz, Kristen Trukova,
Laura Swanson
11/16 Elise & Sophia Diaz, Rebecca
Rutherford,
11/23 Rhiannon Urso, Jeanne Norkus, Jon
Oye
11/28 Laura Raykiewicz, Jensea Chromy

stamp

3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087-1343

PLACE MAILING LABEL HERE

