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Stars
Back in the 1980’s when I first arrived in Chicago, I remember going to Chicago Bulls games at the old stadium. Back then the Bulls were not yet a championship
team. In fact, I remember all kinds of incentives that the Bulls gave fans in
order to get them to come to the games. I remember one in particular; if the
Bulls won and they scored more than 100 points, you got a free pizza! Lo
and behold, that night the Bulls did win and I got my free pizza.
In those days Michael Jordan was the star of the franchise. From time to
time he would score more than 60 points in a game and even led the NBA in
scoring average. But good as he was, the Bulls were never a championship
team. Their championship teams came when Michael wasn’t the only star;
when finally Michael’s abilities were complimented by the great team
around him!
We don’t have “stars” at St. Mark’s. But we do have what the church
through the centuries has called, Benefactors. Benefactors are people who
carry an extraordinary load of financial responsibilities for churches. They
are the Michael Jordan’s of church communities. But sadly, as long as church
communities are built around “stars” benefactors congregations never become championship teams.
To date we have borrowed $50,000 from our savings to pay our bills.
There is still a month to go in fiscal 2014. We cannot rely only on our “star”
contributors to help us make up that difference. If we are to be champions
for Christ, then we must surround our “best contributors” with a team of givers who compliment them, and who make our ministry more competitive in
achieving the victories for God we are constituted to do.
Please reconsider your role as a contributing member of this team we call
St. Mark’s. Give a special gift to this team ministry. Help us grow. Help us win. Help us become champions for Christ.
Together let’s make up that $50,000 deficit
so we can move into the New Year as a championship team, with vigor and might.
Thank you for your contribution to this championship team!

Laura Swanson
Youth & Family Ministry
224-619-7758
Victoriya Berezhna
Organist
Eric Aho
Director of Musical Ensembles
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Ministry
847-989-1919
Kathy Anderson
Office Manager
Ken Swanson
Facebook Page
Erv Uhlman
Mission Interpreter

CONTACTS
Phone: 847-623-5135
Fax: 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail:
stmarkslutheran@gmail.com
Website: stmarkslutheran.us
On Facebook:
“Friends of St. Marks”
“St. Marks Youth & Family”
“St. Marks Lutheran Church”
“St. Marks Yarns of Compassion”

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Come celebrate the gift
of Jesus Christ.
Grow together
in faith and love.
Share the Good News with all.
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Memorial Gifts
We thank the people who have
memorialized these friends and
loved ones for their generosity.
Birthdays
12/03 Eleanor Senteney
12/04 Giovanni Diaz
12/04 Vicki Mattson
12/07 Linda Dietz
12/08 Jeremiah Meyer
12/10 Ella Chand
12/13 Shannon Stelter
12/14 Kathryn Kottka
12/15 Nancy Inskeep
12/17 Zachary Ammons
12/19 Sue Broemelkamp
12/20 Rachel Sheppard
12/22 Mark Taylor
12/22 Janice Thorstenson
12/23 Steven Myllymaki
12/25 Sandra Falkinham
12/25 Cynthia Keister
12/26 Ashley Perez
12/27 Susan Baehr
12/27 Dinora Congdon
12/27 Anita Wells
12/31 Jane Oye
12/31 Mark Yocius

If your name/s have not
appeared in recognition
of your birthday, wedding
anniversary or a memorial
gift, please contact the
church office. We want
to include all celebrations
and memorials.
847-623-5135

The following gifts were given in
Loving Memory of:
 Marsha Maki from Robert & Diane Follensbee,
 June H. Hansen from Dan, Ellen, Caitlin & Claire
Griffin, Trudi & Ron Gohl, Ken & Jan Smith, Robin &
Harry Deissinger
 Olga & Oliver Maninen from Eleanor Senteney
 Leonard Tolonen from Lucille Tolonen
 Ted Gregory from Lucille Tolonen
 Paul Binning a gift to C.O.O.L. from Helen Binning
Honor of:
 Pastor Blomquist’s 90th Birthday from Bob & Helen
Ostman

December Anniversaries
12/14 Rich & Karen Yocius
12/20 James & Robby
McFadden
12/27 Wayne & Kim Voss
12/27 John & Sue
Broemelkamp
12/30 David & Joyce
Wonderland

The Ministry of Hospitality Team will meet
following the Teams meeting on December
4, 2014 at 7:00 P.M. to finalize plans for
the Around the World Luncheon which will
be held on January 11, 2015.
W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Mission of the Month—St. Mark’s
Building Addition

You can help defray the cost of our mortgage in
several ways.
1. Make a gift to the Vision Fund. The
Vision Fund capital is used for nonbudgetary expenditures, which would
include debt reduction.

“Come, Grow, Share.”

Life Line Screening
Life Line Screening will be at St. Mark’s on
Tuesday, December 16th, 2014 from 8:15 a.m.
until 5:30 p.m. To Register for this event and to
receive a $10 discount off any package priced
above $129, please call 1-888-653-6441 or online
at:
www.lifelinescreening.com/communitypartners
Flyers will be available on the counter in the
Narthex later this month. For more detailed
information visit their website at:
www.LifeLineScreening.com.

2. You can gift the interest on the “notes”
that were issued to members to raise
capital. Depending on the size of the
note and the life of the note, different
interest rates were established. If you can
gift back the interest on your investment,
this would greatly help!
3. You can gift your “note”. Some of you
may be able to release the congregation
from it indebtedness to you by
surrendering the note as an offering.
In each and all of these ways, you can help St.
Mark’s ministry through December’s Mission of
the Month!

W e b s i t e :

Help Wanted
On Thursday, December 11th at 6p.m.
we will be decorating the church for the
holidays. Please give us your gift of
help to set up the trees, decorate, and
hang garlands to set the stage for the
celebration of our Savior’s birth. We
need several strong men to help put up
the trees. A sign up sheet is located in
the Narthex if you are interested.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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STEPHEN MINISTRY

in him, since the Kingdom of Christ is to be found
among the lowly and the despised in persecution,
misery, and the holy cross.

“Sons of Obedience”

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.
Matthew 2:9-10

Following is an excerpt from one
of Martin Luther’s Christmas
sermons, “The Wise Men.” In his
unique style, Luther reminds us
that keeping Christmas is a yearround mission of caring for those
in need. The woodcut, “The
Adoration of the Wise Men,” is
illustrated by noted engraver
Albrecht Dürer (1471-1528).
Now the Wise Men had the faith to follow the
word of the Prophet Micah. They were not
offended that the king was not born in Jerusalem.
They left the Temple and went to the cow stall.
If I had been there, I would have stayed in the
Temple and said, “God dwells here and if the
Child is to be found anywhere in the world, it will
be where all the priests are gathered and God is
served.” They (the Wise Men) followed the Word,
and God comforted them by putting back the star,
which led them now to Bethlehem and to the very
door where the young Child lay.
Here the Evangelist shows us the true nature of
faith, how they believe simply what they had not
seen and held fast to the Word.
If we Christians would join the Wise Men, we
must close our eyes to all that glitters before the
world and look rather on the despised and foolish
things, help the poor, comfort the despised, and
aid the neighbor in his need.
Let us then observe how these Wise Men took no
offense at the mean estate of the Babe and his
parents, that we may also not be offended in the
mean estate of our neighbor, but rather see Christ
W e b s i t e :

“Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”
Incense is a live confession, full of faith, by which
we offer all that we have and are to God. The
Wise Men traversed a long distance to bring this
gift. Spiritually we can bring it swiftly and easily.
The gift of our gold is that we should confess
Christ as King, laying aside our own esteem and
the dictates of our reason and good intentions,
that we should present ourselves as foolish,
naked, and ready to be ruled. The sons of
obedience are tractable, gladly accept their King,
and bring all into submission to Christ.
Incense is faith and gold is hope, because faith
believes that all things are and ought to be of
God, and hope accepts and sustains what faith
believes. The myrrh is love. Faith takes us from
ourselves, that we should refer everything to God
with praise and gratitude. Hope fills us with the
concerns of others, that we may endure all in
patience without resentment. Love reduces us to
that nothing which we were in the beginning, so
that we desire neither goods nor anything outside
of God, but simply that we should commit
ourselves truly to his good pleasure. This is the
way of the cross by which we come most speedily
into life.
We can present our gifts in the same way as the Lord
says, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”
He who gives of his goods to help the poor, to send
children to school, to educate them in God’s Word
and other arts that we may have good ministers—he
is giving to the baby Jesus.
Peace be with you this Christmas season, and always!
Jill Shepherd,
Stephen Leader

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Youth Sunday—November 9th 2014

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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COOL FOOD PANTRY—
FOOD OF THE MONTH:
Side Dishes

“Around the World” Luncheon (formerly the
Finnish Celebration)

Coats for Kids 2014
Please join us in helping the homeless kids in
Lake County stay warm this holiday season!
From November 16th through Sunday,
December 14th—bring in NEW children’s coats
sizes 5—14 and place in the collection box in the
Narthex.

WSM Bible Study
for December
WSM Study will
meet on Friday,
December 12th and
10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. in the home of Ida
Dudleston. (847-336-5096) The topic this month
is Faith in the Family. This session will provide
opportunities to:
 learn about the growth of Christian
communities across the first century Roman
Empire;
 discover the diversity of ordinary people
engaged in Paul’s missionary work;
 explore ways to engage children and youth in
faith formation;
 study Martin Luther’s legacy in Christian
education; and
 reflect on our own experiential
learning.
All are welcome. Come for fellowship.
W e b s i t e :

AROUND THE WORLD — ETHNIC
LUNCHEON
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2015
11:30 A.M.
Free Will Donation
A sign up sheet is posted on the counter in the
narthex of the church to list your name, number
of people attending and Ethnic dish to share.
What is an Ethnic Dish? A special food from
your Heritage — maybe your Mother or
Grandmother made it for a family gathering or
special holiday meal which you remember as
very special. Or maybe you have a good "all
American" dish to share. We would like to
know what you plan to bring and country of
origin, so we can have labels ready to identify
all dishes.
Please note: We will not be serving the regular
coffee hour on this Sunday as everyone is invited
to attend the "Around the World Luncheon".

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

Ministry of Hospitality Team
Lucille Tolonen, Team Leader
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“Come, Grow, Share.”

Poinsettia Orders
Order forms for Poinsettia plants to adorn the altar on
Christmas Eve. will be available in the Narthex and in the
Fellowship Hall . Orders must be received in the church
office no later than Wednesday, December 3rd. All plants
will be red this year and can be ordered in 6” pot($11), 7”
pot ($18) or 8” pot ($25). Please return your order forms to
the box marked “poinsettia orders” which is located on
the counter in the Narthex.

Pastor Blomquist Celebrates Turning 90
Happy "90th" Birthday — Pastor Blomquist
Twenty-one members of St. Mark's joined Pastor Blomquist at Rolling Hills Nursing home on October
28th to help him celebrate his 90th Birthday.
The celebration began with a word of prayer by Jill Shepherd. This was followed by plenty of food for
everyone to enjoy. Thank you to everyone who brought the goodies. After enjoying the many snacks;
Pastor Koth led the singing of Happy Birthday to Pastor Blomquist.
Thank you to everyone who made this day special for Pastor Blomquist by attending his party or
sending a card. On the way back to his room he said "It's so nice to be remembered". Let us all
remember him every day in our prayers.
Lucille Tolonen

Dear Friends,
Thank you for celebrating my 90th Birthday with me. Thank you for the food, cards,
and gifts. I am most grateful for your presence. God Bless You All,
Pr. Blomquist
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Dear Pastor Koth
Thank you for your recent gift
of $1,129. Your faith and support strengthen us as we continue our mission to transform the West Side of Chicago. With the help of our
donors, Bethel New Life has invested $66,000,000 over
the past 35 years to create opportunities and strengthen the West Side economy and communities. Our
efforts have influenced social, educational and fiscal
policies that impact our communities.
We have a new blog at BethelNewLife.org to add to
our growing online presence. Please like us on Facebook and LinkedIn and receive updates you can share
with others invested in our communities.
Sincerely,
Lori Vellelunga, Ph.D.
President & CEO

Sixth Annual Chili Supper—Thank You
Thank you to everyone who supported the Chili Supper held on November 13, 2014 for the benefit of the
COOL Food Pantry. Records show we sold 326 tickets for the supper. Due to work schedules, several
people were unable to come and enjoy the chili supper. Our records show we served 225 people in our
fellowship hall and had 72 carry-out meals. 25 people
enjoyed a second bowl of chili. Checks and cash donations received for COOL totaled $1,111.00, plus an
extra large donation of $1,200.00 to be received from
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans North Lake County
Chapter. After expenses; total profit from food sales
and all donations to COOL will be $4,459.00. Total
amount of food collected on the truck was 676
pounds.

“Come, Grow, Share.”

Dear Friends,
It is with deep appreciation that we acknowledge
your check in the amount of $613 in October and
$467.00 in November to COOL. Thank you for your
kindness.
Your faithful generosity helps us to reach out to our
neighbors in need and to provide a helping hand.
Many people are still struggling because of economic
conditions and your gift will help more of them.
COOL is committed to identifying and adapting to the
ever-changing needs of our community, and our staff
works very hard to continue providing the highest
level of services to those who come to us seeking assistance. Your support affirms our efforts, and helps
us in answering the call.
Thank you for your faithfulness in and partnership in
our ministry.
Warmest Regards,
Diane Thackston
Dear Members of St. Marks Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your gift supporting the Lutheran
School of Theology at Chicago and its mission of preparing women and men for ministry.
We appreciate your witness during this season of Pentecost: God’s spirit alive and at work in our world and
at the LSTC. Your gift sows a seed reminding us to
live in the present according to what we believe about
our future.
Thank you for investing in this ministry of theological
education and for your prayers, your gifts, your wisdom and encouragement. We are most grateful to be
celebrating this Pentecost season with you and are
blessed by your generosity of giving.
Sincerely,
Jessica P. Houston
Assistant Vice President for Advancement

Thank you to everyone who worked together to make this possible to help feed so many people in need at this
time. A special Thank You to all our Youth Group and Boy Scouts who were kept very busy during the chili
supper. To all our dedicated workers, thank you very much.
GOD’S WORK—OUR HANDS
Lucille Tolonen, Team Leader
“In everything you do, put God first, And he will direct you and crown your efforts with success”
Proverbs 3:6
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Pasty Sale—January 2015
Over the years the Women of St. Mark’s Pasty Sale
project has provided great fellowship and service for
all our members and friends. The pasty sale has
given us a vehicle to address specific needs of others.
The following projects will be supported through
proceeds from this year’s pasty sale:

Paper Orders > starting Sunday, January 4, place
your completed order form in the designated
“PASTY ORDERS” box in the Narthex.”

C.O.O.L. Transitional Housing Program
Bethel New Life Mission

Phone Orders > call our office manager no earlier
than 9am on Monday, January 5. In fairness to
everyone, please do not call before that time.

WORLD OUTREACH



Women of the ELCA Funds for Disaster
Relief… Malaria
Katie’s Fund for Women in Ministry

PRICE INFORMATION

WORKERS ARE NEEDED IN JANUARY 2015
To continue the project, we need you!
Men, women, confirmands, high school students and
friends of St. Mark’s… anyone who would be willing
to help in service and fellowship.

Volunteers are needed to:





SERVE LUNCH to the workers
PEEL & CHOP vegetables
ROLL & FILL crusts
CLEAN UP

Due to the increase in meat prices, pasties will be
$6.00 each this year.

In the same way, let your light shine before men,
that they may see your good deeds and praise your
Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:16
WHAT IS A PASTY??

We will find a job for you for whatever time you can
share.

SIGN UP BEGINNING SUNDAY,
January 4, 2015 in the Narthex
Work Schedule:

ORDER INFORMATION

Order forms will be on the information table in the
Narthex and downstairs on the tables in front of
the mailboxes.

Special Families in Need
WSM’s Prayer Retreat
Youth to Lutherdale

COMMUNITY OUTREACH



Please make a COMMITMENT to help us continue
the great pasty tradition at St. Mark’s. Without
WORKERS, PASTIES cannot be baked, ORDERS
cannot be filled, FRIENDSHIPS cannot begin and
MISSION GOALS cannot be met.

We will stop taking pasty orders when we reach
1200. THERE WILL BE NO WAITING LIST.

INREACH




“Come, Grow, Share.”

It is a meat pie, a blend of beef & pork & potatoes &
onions & carrots. The mixture is placed in a crust
… the crust is folded over, sealed and baked.
DELICIOUS .. once you’ve tasted one, you can’t
wait until the next sale.

Wednesday, January 21, 2015
Thursday, January 22, 2015
Friday, January 23, 2015
Saturday, January 24, 2015

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

7pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

Reflections in the
Word 7 pm

Spirit 7 pm
A.A. 7 pm

WSM 7 pm

W e b s i t e :
8:30 am—5 pm

Yarns of Compassion

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

22

NO Confirmation

(Christmas Break)

29

NO Confirmation

(Christmas Break)

21

Sunday School 9:30am

Worship 9:45 am

28

Sunday School 9:30am

Worship 9:45 am

30 AA 7 pm

23 A.A. 7 pm

LIFESCREENING

Confirmation 7 pm

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

7pm

16 A.A. 7 pm

15

14

Church Office Closed—Kathy on Vacation

PADS 5:00 pm

Choir 7 pm

Word 7 pm

Cub Scouts 7 pm

31

11 pm

4 pm &

24

Worship 1 pm

25

Boy Scouts 7 pm

Gurnee Meadows

Reflections in the

18

6 pm

THE CHURCH

Cub Scouts 7 pm

17

Word 7 pm

HELP DECORATE

Boy Scouts 7 pm

Reflections in the

Church Council 7 pm

6:30pm

Rehearsal after worship

Season NOON

Cambridge HOA

Christmas Pageant

11
Choir 7 pm

10

5

FRI

Party 6pm 8pm

Christmas Craft

Prayer Team 9 am

Rehearsal 9am 11am

6 Christmas Pageant

SAT

Christmas Pageant

13

26

starts at 6 pm

Scout Lock-In

19

at 7 pm

Testify Lock-In starts

27

Scout Lock-in

20

10 am & 5:30 pm Rehearsal 9am 11am

WSM Bible Study

12

Church Office Closed—Kathy on Vacation
Cub Scouts 7 pm

Reflections in the

Confirmation 7 pm

Worship 9:45 am

9 A.A. 7 pm

Ministry Teams

4

Cub Scouts 7 pm

Reflections in the

3

2

Confirmation 7 pm

THU

1

WED

TUE

MON

7 Sunday School 9:30am 8

SUN

2014
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Serving Us This Month
Lectors

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087
Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday
School
9:30 a.m.
Sept.—May

12/7
12/14
12/21
12/28

Sundays

Lucille Tolonen
Tom Wendorf
Grace Brikha
Bob Ostman
Christmas Eve

4 p.m. Ken Swanson
11 p.m. Laura Swanson
Assisting Minister

Paul Durand (1st & 3rd Sundays)
Communion Assistant

Acolyte s Sundays

12/28 Chantal Brikha & Yamilex Colon
Acolytes Christmas Eve

4 p.m. Annika Swanson
11 p.m. Evelyn Fontana
Projectionists Sundays

12/7
12/14
12/21
12/28

Dana Lundtveit
Andrew Oye
Taylor Neas
Monique Brikha
Christmas Eve

Erv Uhlman (2nd & 4th Sundays)
Laura Swanson (Christmas Eve)

4 p.m. Magnus Swanson
11 p.m. Magnus Swanson

Altar Guild Loren & Margaret Congdon, and

Sound Technicians Sundays

Nancy Inskeep

12/7
12/14
12/21
12/28

Ushers

Lise Myllymaki & Mario Garza
Offering Counters

12/7
12/14
12/21
12/28

Don Fontana & Laura Swanson
Erin Lundtveit & Wayne Voss
Patrick Tentes & Georgia Benson
Jensea Chromy & Don Fontana

Acolyte s Sundays

12/7 Emily Hanratty & Evan Lundtveit
12/14 Annika Swanson & Bayleigh
Tienhaara
12/21 Sophia Diaz & Brandon Neas

THE M ESSENGER
St. Mark's Lutheran Church

Claire Lundtveit
Nichole Truby
Giovani Diaz
Matthew Oye
Christmas Eve

4 p.m. Cassidy Smith
11 p.m. Nick Fontana
Sunday School Teachers

12/7

Amy Fontana, Jean Norkus, Laura
Swanson
12/14 Elise Diaz, Kristen Trukova,
12/21 Rhiannon Urso, Jean Norkus
12/28 Laura Raykiewicz, Jensea Chromy

stamp

3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087-1343

PLACE MAILING LABEL HERE

