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Take Out the Garbage
For so many of us, the negative parts of our
past are like a piece of cellophane that clings to us
by static electricity. No matter what we do, it
seems to hang on, and if we DON’T get rid of it,
that negativity will stick to us in the New Year.
What is it in your past that keeps clinging to you,
like a piece of used cellophane? Is it something
you did, or something you failed to do? Does the
guilt of it still cling to your heart? Is it something someone else did to hurt
you, and you keep rehearsing it such that the pain of it will not go
away? Is it grief? Someone or something you once had and now have lost,
and your life seems empty as a result?
God does not intend for us to live, stuck in the past. Our God is not a
God of the past, but of the future. Our God is One who says again and
again, "Behold, I am doing a new thing." "If any one is in Christ, there is a
new creation. The old has passed away; behold everything is new!"
Listen, I am sure of this: whatever is hurting you, whatever is holding
you back, whatever is keeping you from the fullest possible experience of
life, God wants to gather it up, and like some conscientious garbage collector, haul it away so it will never bother you again. God will do that, if
you will let Him.

Be Resolved to do the following:
1. Name and Claim Yesterday's Garbage.
2. Learn from Yesterday's Garbage.
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3. Take Yesterday's Garbage Out and Give it to God!

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

4. Replace the time You’ve Spent with Garbage, and invest it in time Wor-

Come celebrate the gift
of Jesus Christ.
Grow together
in faith and love.
Share the Good News with all.

shipping the God Who Makes All Things New!

Blessed New Year!

the messenger

2

Memorial Gifts
We thank the people who have memorialized these
friends and loved ones for their generosity.

BIRTHDAYS
01/04 William Gregory
01/04 Margaret Congdon
01/06 David Sparesus
01/07 Kathy Schild
01/08 Gil Mackey
01/09 Ruth Hervoy
01/09 Irene Wilson
01/11 Tamara Maki
01/12 William Klass
01/12 David Wonderland
01/12 Heidi Vander Vere
01/12 Andrew Haapanen
01/14 Jack Herberger
01/14 Elise Diaz
01/14 Ariana DeTogne
01/15 Donald Fontana
01/15 Abigail Oye
01/18 Lauren Urso
01/18 Madison Urso
01/21 Jean Norkus
01/21 Alexis Perez
01/21 Magnus Swanson
01/22 Jean Bogdala
01/23 Leanna Goble
01/24 Arvo Aukee
01/25 Danyel Sparesus
01/27 Liz Soling
01/29 Ian Hopkins
01/31 Herman Thorstenson
01/31 Ritva Illi

The following gifts were given in Loving Memory of:
 Tuula Tamsi from Carol Suomu, Bridgette Otterbacher, Ken & Sandy
Falkinham, Arnold & Anita Aho


George Senteney from Eleanor Senteney



Tom Sooley (Laura Swanson’s Brother) from Carol Bonnes, Bob &
Helen Ostman, Jill Shepherd, Nancy Inskeep, Helen Binning, Carol
Suomu



Wesley & Esther Wienke from E.S. Wienke



Kurt H. Schild, from Delores Schild

Book of the Month:

DVD: The Life of the
Apostle Paul This month we recommend to you
another type of “literature” that is available to you
in our church library. This is a wonderful DVD on
the life of the Apostle Paul narrated by Rick Steves
[you know him from his many travels shown on
PBS television]. The movie takes us to Turkey and
Greece where we visit the sites and cities that carry
the names of many of St. Paul Epistles in the New
Testament.

January Anniversaries
Alfred & Eleanore Wienke 01/12
Rudolph & Mary Jo Ahonen 01/24

If your name/s have not appeared in recognition of your birthday, wedding anniversary or a memorial gift, please contact the church office.
We want to include all celebrations and memorials. 847-623-5135

Women of St. Marks Bible Study
The January WSM Bible Study, which is taken from Gather
magazine, will be on Friday, January 10th at 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Both sessions are held in the home
of Ida Dudleston (847-336-5096). The Biblical woman of the month is: ABIGAIL. Her story can be
found in 1 Samuel 25:1-42. All are welcome.
W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Thank you!

Mission of the Month C.O.O.L. (Christian Outreach of Lutherans)

Cookbook

COOL continues to provide comprehensive assistance to families in
need throughout Lake County by reducing hunger and homelessness, and encouraging selfsufficiency, through the operation of a Family
Housing Program and two food pantries.
The Family Housing Program helps homeless
families with children who are without resources by providing these guest families with
an opportunity to reestablish their lives, time to
find permanent housing, and training to maintain their self-sufficiency when they exit the
program.
The COOL Food Pantries in Waukegan and Ingleside provide food for breakfast, lunch and
dinner along with specialty foods for diabetic
and cardiac diets, and for those with food allergies. The food pantries set a record for numbers served in 2012 (59,109), smashing the previous record set in 2011 (39,709), and 2013 will
break the record again. In January 2013, the
pantries served 6,490, the first of many months
in 2013 in which COOL served more than
6,000. In November, COOL served 1,978 guests
in just a 3 day period!
These numbers can be scary, especially when
one considers the depth of need they represent.
This is especially true now with the numbers of
those in need reaching levels not seen since the
Great Depression, and government-provided
support for organizations like COOL dwindling. But hope is never far away when you
have neighbor helping neighbor. Thank you
for helping COOL provide families in need with
food, shelter and assistance.
W e b s i t e :

Thank you!

Thank you!

The St. Mark's Cookbook took many hands to
complete so I want to give a big applause to
all who came forward to help. The Cookbook
Committee: Carol Bonnes, Ida Dudleston,
Amy Fontana, Nancy Inskeep, Bridgetter
Otterbacher, Carol Suomu and Lucille Tolonen, was both my right and left hand. We
were greatly aided by others: typists and
proof readers, namely: Linda Dietz, Genie
Durand, Victoria Dumont, Wendy Dumont,
Linda Churchey, Jody Hopkins, Jeanne
Norkus, Margaret Congdon, Christine
Schmidt and Cindy Keister. If I have omitted
any of you from this list, please forgive me as
all of you were wonderful to help with the
cookbook. I even turned to my son, Steve
Binning in St. Louis when I encountered technical problems. He helped me tremendously.
My daughter, Connie Downard from New
Mexico even gave me the idea to use Feeding
the Body and Spirit for the cover. So you see
why the cookbook took many hands to complete and working as a team eased problems
we came upon along the way.
A big thanks to each and every one of you!
God bless you.
Helen Binning
Cookbook Coordinator

Thank You
Thank you MIS SHIFTS CAR CLUB for your
gift to C.O.O.L. We appreciate your support of
this worthy cause.
St. Mark’s Ev. Lutheran Church

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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PASTY TIME IS NEAR……
January 23rd, 24th, & 25th
Your December MESSENGER provided the basic
information regarding our annual Pasty Sale
sponsored by the Women of St. Mark’s.
Volunteers are needed to Shop & Cleanup, Peel
& Chop Vegetables, Roll & Fill Crusts, and
Provide Nourishment for the Workers.
The Sign-up Board to help will be in the Narthex
starting Sunday, January 5th, 2014. Come join in
the fellowship and accomplishment of great
things.
With your unselfish efforts to help, monies will
be available to fulfill many mission endeavors for
St. Mark’s, Local and World Communities.

We will stop taking pasty orders when we
reach 1200. There will be no waiting list.
First come; first served.
Price of a pasty remains at $5.50.

In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they
may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:16
WHAT IS A PASTY??
It is a meat pie, a blend of beef & pork &
potatoes & onions & carrots. The mixture is
placed in a crust … the crust is folded over,
sealed and baked. DELICIOUS .. once you’ve
tasted one, you can’t wait until the next sale.

2013 WORK SCHEDULE
Thurs. January 23rd noon to 9:00pm
Fri.
January 24th 6:00am to 7:30pm
Sat.
January 25th 6:00am to 7:30pm

Rite of Baptism
On December 8th, 2013, we welcomed
Vivian Elizabeth Schmidt, who was
baptized At St. Mark’s. Parents are
Matthew & Vanessa Schmidt and her
sponsors are Jonathon & Laurie Wisek.
2013 Pasty Helpers
ORDERING INFORMATION
Place completed order forms in the WSM Pasty
Box in the Narthex beginning January 5th. Order
forms will be on the information table in the
Narthex and downstairs on the tables in front of
the mailboxes. Phone orders will be accepted
MONDAY, January 6th at 9am, not before.
W e b s i t e :

Matthew, Tristan,
Vivian & Vanessa

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Stephen Ministry
EPIPHANY – A LIGHT IN THE
DARKNESS

When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed
with joy. Matthew 2:10
On January 6th we celebrate Epiphany, the arrival
of the Magi, also called the Three Kings, or the
Three Wise Men. The “Time after Epiphany”
continues until March 2, followed by Ash
Wednesday on March 5, the season of Lent.
I think you’ll find the following information enlightening about Epiphany!
1. Of the four gospels, Matthew alone tells
of the visit of the Magi.
2. The Magi’s visit plays an integral part in
the story of Christ’s birth and His
mission on earth. They were the first non
-Jews to recognize Jesus as Lord. These
Three Wise Men demonstrated that Jesus
came for all people of the world, not just the
Jews.
3. Ancient legend holds that once “the star”
completed its guidance for the Wise Men,
it fell into a well in Bethlehem.
Supposedly the star is still there and can
still be seen by those whose hearts are
pure.
4. People in many Spanish-speaking
countries call January 6th El Dia de los
Reyes, or Day of the Kings.
The
traditional food is the Rosca de Reyes, a
sweet bread decorated with candied fruit.
Baked inside the bread is a plastic
figurine of the Baby Jesus, hidden
because it symbolizes the need to be
protected from King Herod.
5. In Puerto Rico children put bowls of
W e b s i t e :

water and grass under their beds the night
before Epiphany as treats for the Magi’s
camels. In other places, children put
handfuls of hay in their shoes under their
beds for the 3 kings’ horses. Generous
children find little presents left behind for
them by the kings the next morning.
The Irish refer to Epiphany as “Little Christmas”
and celebrate it much as we do Mother’s Day.
Men take on household duties for the day and
children give gifts to their mothers.
The star is seen by the magi; where Herod is, it is
not seen; it is seen again where
Christ is, and it shows the magi
the way. Therefore this star is
the way, and the way is Christ:
for in the mystery of the
incarnation, Christ is a star. For
he himself is the bright and morning star. He
shows us himself therefore by his own light.
Saint Ambrose
Celebrating God’s Grace to All,
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Leader

COOL FOOD PANTRY—
FOOD OF THE MONTH:
Peanut
Butter

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Thank You
Dear Everyone at St. Mark’s, My Good Friends, and
the Youth Group
I’m so glad you still remember me! Thank you so
much for the wonderful gift basket! I hope you write
me and le me know what you are all doing. It would
be wonderful if you could visit me sometime.
Is the choir still going? I miss singing in it.
Love,
Elda Bennett
10108 74th St.
Kenosha WI 53142

St. Mark’s hopes to see you
at the
9th Annual Finnish
Celebration
Sunday, January 12, 2014
11:30 a.m. check in

luncheon served at 12:00 noon.
Followed by music and entertainment
Call to reserve your ticket:

Christmas 2013
Dear Family & Friends,
Yesterday was decorating day here at Rolling Hills
and everything has a festive look this morning.
Dec. 8th, 2012, my beloved Virginia passed away here.
Her home-going was peaceful and we were grateful
for that. She had been a patient here for 2 1/2 months.
How I miss her.
With the loving assistance of my family and part-time
help, I managed quite well until I fell in late September, badly injuring my hip. I have been a patient here
since. I have therapy twice a day, but I am not progressing very well. The future seems uncertain, but I
try to leave each day in the Lord’s hands and pray for
patience and faith.
Anne & Kathy and their families have outdone themselves in their attention to me since I have been here
and I cannot thank them enough.
I’d also like to thank Pastors Grudt and Koth and
many friends from Trinity United, St. Mark’s and elsewhere for prayers, cards, visits & gifts. Your kindnesses are a constant encouragement.
I shall miss worship in both churches this Christmas.
My thoughts and prayers are with each of you. How
precious is the fellowship that we have in our Lord.
May He grant you and your loved ones a blessed
Christmas and Happy New Year!
Sincerely,
Willard Blomquist
W e b s i t e :

Judy Shales-Reinier
or
Don Fontana

847-682-9009
920-867-2141
847-612-4562

Tickets also available from other St. Mark’s
members. Call the church office for more
information 847-623-5135

Tickets:

Adults. . . . . . . $15
Children. . . . . . .$7

The date is coming up fast...mark your
calendar, buy your ticket and we will see
you on January 12th
for fun, good food and great entertainment!
Kris and I would like to
thank the congregation
for the many cards we
received and the
generous gift we received
from you. May God
bless you in this New Year with health,
peace and prosperity!
Pastor Jeff and Kristine Koth

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Gifts
In late 2011, I addressed the congregation on the subject of promissory note sales to fund the church’s two
additions. A total of $383,000 in notes were sold to
almost two dozen members of the church. For the
last year and a half the church has remitted to note
purchasers semi-annual interest payments amounting to $14,139 annually. During the presentations in
the Fall of 2011, I mentioned that it was the feeling of
the Church Council and the Investment Team that
purchasers of the notes may wish to donate or gift
their notes back to the Church, thereby reducing the
outstanding dollars that the church would have to
pay the purchasers upon maturity. Furthermore, if a
note is turned in early as a gift to the church, the interest that the church now pays to the purchaser
would be reduced.
Also important, by considering this action, the original purchaser could apply the dollar amount of the
gift against their federal taxes.
On December 1st, 2013 we recognized the first such
gift that Pastor and I have received from an original
note purchaser. I can also attest that two other purchasers have approached me in the last few weeks
asking for more information on gifting their notes.
This is a great opportunity for all note holders to consider doing likewise.
This wonderful acknowledgement of gifting a promissory note is but one of the opportunities to give
gifts to St. Mark’s. Normally we all think of gifts to
the Church in monetary terms. Gifts can be in the
form of the many talents you possess and use for
church activities. These may include teaching our
youth, working with COOL and feeding kitchens in
nearby cities. Possibly you would like to become a
mentor assisting disadvantaged youth in our county
to see their way clear to a successful future. Or maybe you enjoy visiting our shut-ins to allow them to
have their day pass more quickly and be more meaningful. How many thousands of more gifts can you
think of? Consider also the opportunities and benefits that financial gifts, given while you are still alive,
can bring to people. I suggest that there is no better
feeling than gifting something of value and then
sitting back and watching and enjoying the results of
W e b s i t e :
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such gifts. Nothing would warm your heart more
than to see immediate results of a positive nature
from your gift to the Church.
I want to thank the purchaser of the gifted note and
also thank the two other purchasers of notes who
inquired into how one would go about gifting their
notes.
I was driving home last week and for some reason I
was amazed at how stark and dreary so many of the
trees looked without leaves on their branches. The
trees looked cold and somewhat unbecoming. Take
a look at our memorial tree in the Narthex. Very,
very few leaves from our tree have fallen to the
ground. I thought about that fact and could only
conclude that the artist, in her wisdom imagined
our tree to have the following characteristics—Ever
Vibrant, Ever Living and Ever Announcing to our
members and visitors that St. Mark’s is a Church of
Life, it’s a church of members who are concerned
about their fellow human beings. How appropriate
it is to accept the first note gift while reflecting on
the beauty and strength of that mighty tree of ours,
who’s title is enshrined as we all know . . .
IN GOD WE TRUST
I Thank You,
Ken Falkinham

Pastor Willard Blomquist
I have been involved with St. Mark’s intermittently
in one way or another since Pastor Hetico’s departure in 1964.
I served as interim pastor four times and as visitation
pastor since 1990.
It has been a great privilege for me to serve our Lord
with you and I will always remember with gratitude
your many kindnesses to Virginia and me.
Most recently I wish to thank you for the birthday
celebration you hosted for me at Rolling Hills. For
cards, gifts and your prayers, I am most grateful.
Failing health makes it necessary for me to submit
my resignation. I do so with sincere gratitude to Pastor Koth and each of you.
May God continue to bless St. Mark’s.
Pastor Willard Blomquist

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Mission Moment
Philippines: Aid is still needed
after
typhoon
Lutheran Disaster Response has
provided $1 million for cooking
utensils, shelter repair kits and
debris removal for survivors of
Typhoon Haiyan. But the recovery
will be long and the need is great. Your help is still
needed. Gifts designated for this disaster will be
used 100 percent to support relief efforts. To donate, see www.ELCA.org/Typhoon. For more information, see www.ELCA.org/Typhoon-urgent.
Climate change creates great global need
People living in poverty around the world are
affected the most by climate change, said Mary Minette, ELCA director for environmental education
and advocacy, while attending a recent conference
on global climate change. Providing aid after the
typhoon that struck the Philippines is just one example of how the ELCA is committed to supporting people around the world who live in poverty
and are affected by extreme weather events. See
www.ELCA.org/ClimateChange.
Malaria CampaignCelebrating Milestones!
There is much to celebrate this month in the Malaria Campaign. Here are some of the milestones that
have been reached:
In total giving:
· The Metro Chicago Synod reached the $400,000
milestone (Actual $408,074.66, which is $4.46 per
member)
· The Lower Susquehanna Synod reached the
$200,000 milestone
· The Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod
reached the $100,000 milestone
· The LaCrosse Area Synod reached the $100,000
milestone
Realized synod goals:
· The Metropolitan Washington, D.C. Synod met
the financial part of their goal by reaching
$250,000 raised
· The Northwestern Washington Synod met their
goal of $150,000
W e b s i t e :
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These two synods join seven others that have already
reached and exceeded their goals:
o Northeastern Iowa Synod (goal of $250,000;
$389,487.23 raised so far)
o Southwest California Synod (goal of $250,000;
$280,129.24 raised so far)
o Rocky Mountain Synod (goal of $200,000;
$275,073.52 raised so far)
o Northeastern Ohio Synod (goal of $250,000;
$270,717 raised so far)
o Pacifica Synod (goal of $250,000; $269,849.70 raised
so far)
o Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod (goal of $150,000;
$228,870.07 raised so far)
o Southwest Texas Synod (goal of $140,000;
$179,850.29 raised so far) Visit the Malaria website
http://www.elca.org/malaria for more good stories
to share.
Erv Uhlman
Mission Interpreter

Thank You
We would like to thank our St. Mark's Family
for their love and support during my brother
Tom's battle with cancer and his recent
death. We were so blessed by the outpouring
of love and support.
We would like to especially thank Pastor Jeff
& Victoriya for the beautiful Memorial Service
and the members of the Hospitality Team for
the wonderful luncheon they provided following the service.
We cannot express enough how blessed we feel
to be able to call St. Mark's our church home
and have all of you as extended members of
our family.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

Love, Laura Swanson
Ken, Magnus & Annika
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The Christmas Pageant—Sunday, December 15th, 2013

W e b s i t e :
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Tue

6
7 A.A. 7 pm
Confirmation 7 pm Reflections in the
WSM 7 pm
Spirit 7 pm

Mon

15 A.A. 7 pm
Cub Scouts
6:30 pm
Bible Study 7 pm
22 A.A. 7 pm
PASTY PREP
8 am—2 pm
Cub Scouts 6:30
29 A.A. 7 pm
Cub Scouts
6:30 pm

19 Sunday School 20
21 A.A. 7 pm
9:30 am
Confirmation 7 pm Tech Team 7 pm
Worship 9:45 am Yarns of Compassion 7 pm

26 Sunday School 27
28 A.A. 7 pm
9:30 am
Confirmation 7 pm
Worship 9:45 am
Testify 6 pm

3

Fri

4
Prayer Team 9 am

Sat

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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PASTY BAKE &
SALE
7 am—3 pm

23 Choir 7 pm
24
Praise Team 8 pm PASTY BAKE &
Boy Scouts 7 pm SALE 6am—6 pm
PASTY BAKE
30 Choir 7 pm
31
Praise Team 8 pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

18
Hacker/Sanfellipo
Wedding

16 Choir 7 pm
17
Praise Team 8 pm Wedding
Boy Scouts 7 pm Rehearsal 7 pm
Gurnee Meadows
Worship 1 pm

9 Choir 7 pm
10
11
Praise Team 8 pm WSM Bible Study Visioning Seminar
Boy Scouts 7 pm at Ida Dudleston’s
10 am & 5:30 pm

2
Ministry Teams
7 pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

1 A.A. 7 pm

8 A.A. 7 pm
Cub Scouts
6:30 pm
Bible Study 7 pm

Thu

Wed

14 A.A. 7 pm
Reflections in the
Season NOON
Church Council
7 pm

12 Sunday School 13
9:30 am
Confirmation 7 pm
Worship 9:45 am
Finnish Celebration 11:30 am

5 Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship 9:45 am
PADS 5 pm

Sun

2014
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Serving Us This Month

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087
Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-4016
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday
School
9:30 a.m.

Lectors
Sundays
1/5
Bob Ostman
1/12 Ken Swanson
1/19 Marty Gregory
1/26 Sally Katalinch
Assisting Minister
Ted Wells (1st & 3rd Sundays)
Communion Assistant
Paul Durand (2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays)
Altar Guild
Pam Hurley and Kathy Schild
Ushers
John Meyer and Al Dudleston

THE M ESSENGER
St. Mark's Lutheran Church

Acolyte
Sundays
1/5
Evelyn Fontana
1/12 Annika Swanson
1/19 Dana Lundtveit
1/26 Danyel Sparesus
Projectionists
Sundays
1/5
Abigail Oye
1/12 Magnus Swanson
1/19 Claire Lundtveit
1/26 Zachary Ammons
Sound Technicians
Sundays
1/5
Nick Fontana
1/12 Nichole Truby
1/19 Anna Koth
1/26 Cody Ammons

stamp

3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087-1343

PLACE MAILING LABEL HERE

