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“Come and See”
So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them,
"Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the
nails and my hand in his side,
I will not believe." John 20:25

An Easter Poem
Let me meet you on the mountain, Lord,
Just once.
You wouldn't have to burn a whole bush.
Just a few smoking branches
And I would surely be ...your Moses.
Let me meet you on the water, Lord,
Just once.
It wouldn't have to be on White Rock Lake.
Just on a puddle after the annual Dallas rain
And I would surely be...your Peter.
Let me meet you on the road, Lord,
Just once.
You wouldn't have to blind me on North Central Expressway.
Just a few bright lights on the way to chapel
And I would surely be...your Paul.
Let me meet you, Lord,
Just once.
Anywhere. Anytime.
Just meeting you in the Word is so hard sometimes
Must I always be...your Thomas?
Blessed are those who have not seen, yet believe!
Be that person! Invite others to “see” what you have
seen!

Laura Swanson
Youth & Family Ministry
224-619-7758
Anne Illi
Choir Director
Victoriya Berezhna
Organist
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Ministry
847-989-1919
Kathy Anderson
Office Manager
Ken Swanson
Facebook Page
Rebecca Falkinham
Web site master

CONTACTS
Phone: 847-623-5135
Fax: 847-623-4016
E-mail:
stmarkslutheran@gmail.com
Website: stmarkslutheran.us
On Facebook:
“Friends of St. Marks”
“St. Marks Youth & Family”
“St. Marks Lutheran Church”
“St. Marks Yarns of Compassion”

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Come celebrate the gift
of Jesus Christ.
Grow together
in faith and love.
Share the Good News with all.
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Memorial Gifts
We thank the people who have memorialized
these friends and loved ones for their generosity.
The following gifts were given in Loving
Memory of:
 Olga Manninen from Eleanor Senteney


Christopher Tiskus from Georgia Benson

In Honor of:


05/06 Bridgette Otterbacher
05/07 Mario Garza
05/07 Caitlyn Maennena
05/07 James McFadden
05/07 Brian Sybrandy
05/08 Ted Wells
05/09 Karen Yocius
05/14 Leslie DeTogne
05/14 Paul Durand
05/14 Janet Smith
05/14 Payton Soling
05/14 Hunter Solita
05/15 James Vander Vere
05/16 Juliana Volk
05/17 Fred Plinke
05/20 Riley Soling
05/21 Alfred Wienke
05/22 Brooke Vander Vere
05/23 Amy Fontana
05/23 Joe Fontana
05/23 Mary Lechelt
05/23 Tristan Schmidt
05/24 Kristen Trukova
05/25 Brianna Harmon
05/25 Paula Marqui
05/27 Alson Winter
05/28 Connor Rutherford
05/31 Alexa DeTogne

Annette Cleckner McFadden’s birthday April 8th from her
mother-in-law, Robbyn Kilbane-McFadden

May Anniversaries
Jason & Rebecca Falkinham - May 3rd
Ken & Jan Smith—May 14th
Michael & Rhonda Sybrandy—May 15th
Phillip & Rosemary Tentes—May 18th
John & Carolyn Poole—May 25th
Ken & Laura Swanson—May 25th
Glenn & Mae Smith—May 29th
Bob & Julie Harmon—May 31st

If your name/s have not appeared in
recognition of your birthday, wedding
anniversary or a memorial gift, please contact
the church office. We want to include all
celebrations and memorials. 847-623-5135
COOKBOOK CORRECTIONS
On page 201 of the Women of St. Mark’s Cookbook, the recipe for
Vinegar Cake should read 1 1/2 cups of flour not 1/2 cup flour.
On page 422, the recipe for Beef Barley Soup should include add
1/2 cup Barley. On page 301 Salmon Scallop (Finnish) should
read 1 large can salmon not 1 cup. On page 233 the recipe for Pecan or Walnut Sandies Add: 1 c. chopped nuts.

W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Mission of the Month - ELCA Church Wide
Appeal

“Come, Grow, Share.”

16th Seder Dinner

Your donation today is needed now more than ever.
Please help continue fulfilling our call to do God’s
work with our hands.

St. Mark's Spring Banquet
Sunday, May 4th
at 5:00 p.m.
in Fellowship Hall
The Women of St. Mark's Board have planned
another wonderful program for this year's
Spring Banquet
Our theme is

“God’s Work; Our Hands; Our Blessings.”
Tickets will go on sale after April 10th. Contact one
of these Women of St. Mark's Board members for
your tickets.

Your gift today will be used where it is needed most
through our Vision for Mission church wide
offering.
Other Ways to Give
Check or money orders sent to:
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
P.O. Box 71764
Chicago, IL 60694-1764

Bridgette Otterbacher
Helen Binning
Amy Fontana
Marty Gregory

Lindy Haapanen
Ida Dudleston
Ann Robert
Jeanne Norkus

Tickets:
Adults
Children 4 - 12
Children 3 and under

$9.00
$5.00
Free

Everyone is invited...so tell your relatives, friends and
neighbors...then let us entertain you!

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Stephen Ministries

ries out its responsibility in the world is through the
everyday life of ordinary Christians.”*

LONG-TERM FINANCIAL STRESS –
PART II – FAITH IN ACTION
”The Winds of Hope”
Now during those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the
daily distribution of food. And the twelve called together
the whole community of the disciples and said, “It is not
right that we should neglect the word of God in order to
wait on tables. Therefore, friends, select from among
yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit
and of wisdom, whom we may appoint this task, while
we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and to
serving the word.”
What they said pleased the whole community, and they
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit,
together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. They had
these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid
their hands on them. Acts 6:1-6
A year ago when storms and tornadoes hit the
southern Great Plains, the worst of which was central Oklahoma, The Reverend Daniel Rift, Director,
ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal, commented:
The power of communities acting together to claim
hope and healing cannot be understated. In the
time of the gathering of the earliest church, the
winds of hope blew in with the Holy Spirit. As we
are told in the book of Acts (6) one of the first acts of
the newborn church was to organize to care for
those who were in need of food. And the church has
been building up this community of caring in the
names of Jesus ever since.
People ask you, “Why church?” Our church, The
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, “10,000
congregations with 4 million members actively participate in God’s work in the world. We gather together to serve communities in ways that share the
love of God with all of God’s people.” Our church,
believes “that the number one way the church carW e b s i t e :

As members of the ELCA, we believe that God’s
church is called to serve and advocate on behalf of
those in need in responding to particular and diverse
situations such as: disasters, hunger and poverty, the
environment, health and wellness, discrimination,
and much more.
Lutheran Services in America (LSA) is a nationwide
network of more than 300 Lutheran health and human resources service organizations. Together LSA
members touch the lives of 1 in 50 Americans each
year and have a combined revenue of $21 billion. The
LSA serves children, youth and families, seniors, people with disabilities, veterans, the homeless, and those
recovering from disasters.**
Social Ministry – Within the LSA many services are
provided for people needing alcohol and drug treatment, counseling, employment assistance, adoption
and many, many more. One social ministry is for the
deaf, the Evangelical Lutheran Deaf Association,
(ELDA), comprised of Deaf churches, Deaf ministries
and individuals within the ELCA. Another is the LSA
Disability Network, (LSA-DN), a nationwide social
ministry organization to provide rehabilitation services, work programs, residential services, respite
care and independent living for those people with intellectual and developmental disabilities and related
conditions. Mosaic (www.mosaicinfo.org) is a faithbased organization also serving people with intellectual disabilities.
LSSI, Lutheran Social Services of Illinois, a part of
LSA and provides a huge menu of social services to
all types of disadvantages people.
Mental Illness – The ELCA seeks to help people
better understand the facts of mental illness. Some of
the most accurate and concise information can be
found through the following:
The National Institute for Mental Health has information about mental health on its front page:

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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http://www.nimh.nih.gov/index.shtml
National Association for Mental Illness publishes a
fact sheet:
nami.org On that website search “fact sheet mental illness,” then select #6, “Mental Illness Fact
Sheet
The White House Web site on mental health mentalhealth.gov also publishes a myths and facts page
http://www.mentalhealth.gov/basic/myths-facts/
index.html
Lutheran
Services
in
America
(lutheranservices.org) allows users to search for
mental health-related services. Another organization is the National Alliance on Mental Illness
(nami.org). Nami is the largest grassroots mental
health organization dedicated to building better
lives for the millions of Americans affected by mental illness.
Susan Gregg-Schroeder, a United Methodist minister,
founded
Mental
Health
Ministries
(mentalhealthministries.net) after her experience
with depression revealed the reluctance of faith
communities to talk about mental illness, or to minister to people with mental illness in their families.
Elsie and Jerry Weyrauch, members of the Lutheran Church of the Resurrection in Marietta, Georgia
for over 25 years, have devoted their lives to suicide prevention since their daugher’s death. Their
website is lutheransuicidepreventionministry.org
and includes material that can be used in presentations.

countries all over the world.***
Be sure to read Erv Uhlman’s articles each month on
the ELCA’s local and global outreach to others in
need.
Reverend Daniel Rift says it best:
…We see stories of the ways that we are gathered into communities for times such as this. (Oklahoma’s tornado disaster) We are gathered into communities for times such as
this. We are gathered to learn from one another. We are
gathered (just as the believers in the book of Acts were) to
share the blessings of each of our lives so that they are blessings for all of our lives. Such community brings an end to
estrangement and a birth to new hope. Lives are changed.
That’s “why church!”
Praise be to God!

Jill Shepherd
Stephen Leader
*ELCA Social Statement
**LSA, October, 2013, Washington, D.C.
***ELCA, Global Mission

Many more resources are available for mental illness and other social issues are on the ELCA website. Just type in elca.org, select “Our Work” on the
home page at the top, and it will bring up all the
many ministries the ELCA is involved in.
“God’s work. Our hands.” As a “global” church
70,000,000 Lutherans do make a difference! We, our
church, are also members of the Lutheran World
Federation, one of 142 member churches in 79
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Women of St. Marks Bible Study

COOL FOOD PANTRY—
FOOD OF THE MONTH:

Please note that the May Study will NOT
be meeting. The meeting has been
postponed until Friday, June 13th. We will
meet at 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. in the home
of Ida Dudleston.

Canned Fruit

Rite of Baptism

90th Birthday Gathering
On April 19th Hospitality Team
hosted a mini-birthday party at
Rolling Hills honoring Esty
Carlson’s 90th birthday. Thank
you to Pastor Blomquist for the
prayer and Hospitality Team
members who provided the
tasty cookies and treats. Esty was so appreciative of
the 15 people who helped celebrate her special day
by sharing great stories, singing Happy Birthday,
and of course, lots of laughs.

Thank You
To Yarns of Compassion—
Thank you very much for the ‘book worm’
bookmarks. The children of incarcerated mothers
will be touched by your homemade kindness. Can’t
tell you how much your support is appreciated.
Thank You!
Social Justice Ministry

On April 5th, 2014 we welcomed Payton Olivia Naus,
who was baptized at St. Mark’s. Her parents are Linda & Nina Naus and her sponsors were Tracy Barron
& Laura Martinez

Marlin H. Meyer
Educational
Scholarship Fund
A $500.00 scholarship named in memory of
+Dr. Marlin H. Meyer+ is available to students
pursing a college degree who are members of St.
Mark’s or active in Testify or any other
Organization affiliated with St. Mark’s.
Applications must be returned to St. Mark’s by
June 1st. Applications for the scholarship may be
picked up in the church office.

W e b s i t e :
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1st Communion (left top to right bottom)

“Come, Grow, Share.”

Prayer Breakfast
ALL Women
Saturday, June 14, 2014
9:00 - 11:00 a.m.

David Sparasus & Connor Rutherford
Evan Lundtveit & Bayleigh Tienharra –Urso
Ethan Schroetter& Mariah Meyer

Prayer is the soul's sincere desire,
Uttered or unexpressed;
The motion of a hidden fire
That trembles in the breast.
~ James Montgomery,
What is Prayer?
The Women of St. Mark's Board's PRAYER
BREAKFAST, will once again be held in our
Fellowship Hall for all women; St. Mark's members, their friends, relatives and neighbors on Saturday, June 14th. And don't forget...it is free. All
you have to do is simply come (and...a...invite
someone to come with you).
We hope to see you for prayer and food at the
St. Mark's Prayer Breakfast.

New Members

- On
Palm Sunday, April 13th, we welcomed Mary
Barnes, Harry & Linda Churchey, Ardell Koch,
Kirsten Koch, John Meyer, Linda & Nina Naus,
Sandra Stephenson, Shawn Stephenson, Dave
& Dr. Carrie Steckl into our congregation.
Please make them feel welcome..

We are grateful and excited to become members
of St. Mark's! We live in Gurnee and will celebrate our third wedding anniversary in October. Dave is an engineer for Intel, while Carrie
is a part-time faculty member at Columbia College of Missouri (Gurnee campus) and a parttime writer. We both enjoy being physically active, though Dave gravitates toward basketball
and volleyball while Carrie leans toward running and hiking. For those who've been wondering, Dave is 6'9" and Carrie is 6'0" tall! We
chose St. Mark's because we feel it's a warm,
welcoming congregation that truly seeks to celebrate the gift of Jesus Christ and to grow and
learn together through service.

Dr. Carrie & Dave Steckl
Continued on Page 9
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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“Come, Grow, Share.”

Thank you
Thank you for the prayers and well wishes on the
passing of my mother. Your support is greatly
appreciated during this difficult time for our
family.
Erin, Loren, Claire, Dana and Evan Lundtveit

March 18th 2014
Dear Pastor Koth:
It is with deep appreciation that
we acknowledge the generous check from St. Marks
for the February Mission of the Month in the amount
of $1,164.00. We offer a sincere thank you to the
Youth Group—Testify and all those who donated to
Souper Bowl Sunday.
Your faithful generosity is a blessing to COOL and
helps us to reach out to our neighbors in need and
provide a helping hand. Many people are still struggling because of economic conditions and your gift
will help us to help more of them.
Thank you for your faithfulness and partnership in
our ministry.
Warmest Regards,
Diane Thackston
Executive Director

W e b s i t e :
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“Come, Grow, Share.”

Continued from Page 7

New Members

I’m John Meyer. Victoria &
Wendy are my mothers. I will
be leaving for the Air Force boot
camp June 10th.

I’m Shawn Stephenson. A son
of Sandra Stephenson and the
late Ken Stephenson. I am an
electrician by trade. My hobbies are: Model Lionel trains
and I’m a member of the
North Central O Gauger’s
Club at Fremont Libraryin
Mundelein.
Our pets are Coconut (Maltese
Mix) and Ringo, a cat. Both
are seniors now. Also enjoy
swmming and the game of
pool. Traveling & Great
America.
I joined St. Marks Church because I love Jesus and try to be
a good and giving person. To
help others too, especially my
lonely and ill (4) relations in
nursing homes. All are 90
plus. I miss my Dad.

Harry & Linda Churchey

I’m Sandra J. Stephenson, wife of
the late Kenneth W. Stephenson
(12/16/10). We were married forty eight and a half years. I’m retired from the medical field, University of Chicago Hospitals and
Glenbrook Hospital.
Our family lived in Glenview for
25 years. My hobbies and interests are: nature, gardening, antiques, cooking,, reading, & travel. Member of: American
Daughters of Sweden,
Questers—Prairie Pioneers
#1081, Il. Chicago Botanical Garden; Audubon; Art Guild; and
Genealogy Club—genealogy is
also one of my interests. North
Park U. Alumni Club.
I joined St. Marks for spiritual
growth, fellowship, especially
Sunday services, Pastor Koth’s
special sermons too-Share & care
for others, Christian Love & Salvation.
W e b s i t e :

I’m Ardell Koch. My husband
and I raised five children, 3 girls
and 2 boys in Merrill, Wisconsin
and are blessed with six grandchildren. My husband and one
son have passed away. I am
making my home with my
daughter Kirsten, in Beach Park.
I have found friendship and fellowship at St. Marks and look
forward to growing in my faith
as a member of St. Marks.
Thanks also to Pastor Jeff as a caring teacher and shepherd.

I am Kirsten Koch. I was born in
Pennsylvania and grew up in
Merrill, Wisconsin. My mother,
Ardell, is making her home with
me and my black cocker spaniel,
Coal. Currently I am completing
my 25th year as a Special Education teacher. My interests include
art shows, music, and professional football. I am excited to be
joining St. Marks as my home
church.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Confirmation
7pm

11 Sunday School
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Testify 6 pm

25 Sunday
26 Office Closed
School 9:30 a.m
Worship 9:45 am

Wed
1
Ministry Teams
7 pm
Scouts 7 pm

Thu

13 A.A. 7 pm
Reflections in the
Season Noon
Church Council
7pm

3
Prayer Team 9am

24

10

21 A.A. 7 pm
22 Choir 7 pm
23
Cub Scouts 7pm Scouts 7 pm
Reflections in the Praise Band 8 pm
Word 7pm

9
NO WSM Bible
study—moved to
June 13th

17

27 A.A. 7 pm
28
29
30
31
LPI Ad Rep 8 am LPI Ad Rep 8 am LPI Ad Rep 8 am LPI Ad Rep 8 am Cub Scout Corner
Cub Scouts 7pm Scouts 7 pm
Campout
A.A. 7pm

14 A.A. 7 pm
Cub Scouts 7pm
Reflections in the
Word 7pm

Sat

Lutherdale Me & Lutherdale Me &
Mom Retreat
Mom
7pm through Sat.

2

Fri

15 Choir 7 pm
16
Scouts 7 pm
Praise Band 8 pm
Gurnee Meadows
Worship 1 pm

6 A.A. 7 pm
7 A.A. 7 pm
8 Choir 7 pm
Reflections in the Cub Scouts 7pm Scouts 7 pm
Sprit 7 pm
Reflections in the Praise Band 8 pm
Word 7pm

Tue

18 CONFIRMATION 19
20 A.A. 7 pm
No Sunday School
Yarns of
Compassion 7 pm
Worship 9:45 am

9:30am
Worship 9:45 am
Testify & Confirmation 6 pm

5
WSM 7 pm
Confirmation
7pm

Mon

4 Sunday School
9:30am
Worship 9:45 am
WSM Banquet
5:00 pm—8 pm

Sun
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Serving Us This Month

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087
Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-4016
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday
School
9:30 a.m.

Lectors Sundays
05/04 Jill Shepherd
05/11 Tom Wendorf
05/18 Julie Wendorf
05/25 Tim Kasper
Assisting Minister
Anne Illi (1st & 3rd Sundays)
Communion Assistant
Genie Durand (2nd, 4th, & 5th
Sundays)
Altar Guild
Jack & Sue Broemelkamp
Ushers
Dom & Earleen Constantino
Offering Counters
05/04 Jensea Chromy & Don Fontana
05/11 Patrick Tentes & Georgia Benson
05/18 Laura Swanson & Erin Lundtveit
05/25 Patrick Tentes & Don Fontana

THE M ESSENGER
St. Mark's Lutheran Church

Acolyte
05/04
05/11
05/18
05/25

Sundays
Annika Swanson
Evelyn Fontana
Dana Lundtveit
Chantal Brikha

Projectionists Sundays
05/04
Magnus Swanson
05/11
Zach Ammons
05/18
Claire Lundtveit
05/25
Monique Brikha
Sound Technicians Sundays
05/04 Nichole Truby
05/11
Cody Ammons
05/18
Cassidy Smith
05/25
Nick Fontana

stamp

3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087-1343

PLACE MAILING LABEL HERE

