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Make Me A
Servant
The world knows but
two ways of influencing people: coercion
and persuasion. Coercion is the exercise of power, by which one’s will is forced
upon another. The bully is a good example of this. The other means is persuasion. Persuasion offers the promise of
something better for the individual. The salesperson is a
good example of this.
Jesus uses neither of these models. Jesus does not promise us reward nor threaten us with punishment as His means
to influence our behavior. Rather, Jesus uses a model that
the world does not. It is called “servanthood”. The power
of the “servant” is the power of leading by example. The
same power that your parents, grandparents, pastor or
coach may have used to influence your behavior. The example of the servant challenges our behavior by appealing to
our integrity. Do you remember when “that person” of integrity said to you, “We don’t behave like that.” “Do you
remember the power their words carried?
In November we are going to ask for your support of the
ministry of St. Mark’s. No one will coerce you to give...no
one will try to persuade you to give. Your response will
come from within out of love and respect for our LORD.
The sermons and worship services in November will help
awaken that voice that makes you a better person. I hope
you will respond in a way that makes “that person” proud.
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Come celebrate the gift
of Jesus Christ.
Grow together
in faith and love.
Share the Good News with all.
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We thank the people who have
memorialized these friends and
loved ones for their generosity.
The following gifts were given in
In Honor of:


11/03 Gail Plinke
11/03 Mae Smith
11/06 Georgia Benson
11/09 Jensea Chromy
11/10 Cindy Kasper
11/10 Kurt Schild, III

Bertha Saari’s 90th Birthday from Helen Binning, Bob & Helen
Ostman

Walk for Water
Testify raised $182.00 from the church picnic &
loose change Sunday. Added to the $100.00 the kids
donated at the ELCA Gathering in Detroit brings the
total giving to $282.00.

11/12 Marcio Diaz
11/13 Gene Rudin
11/14 Rudolph Ahonen
11/15 Ken Swanson
11/16 Saula Chromy
11/16 Rebecca Falkinham
11/17 Alex Barrett

2016 Pasty Sale
Mark your calendars now for the upcoming WSM sponsored Pasty Work
Schedule and Sale. The dates are January 28th, 29th, and 30th. Specific
information will be included in the December Messenger. We once again
look forward to the great fellowship and service of all our members and
friends who participate in this important fund raiser.

11/17 Bryan Lechelt
11/22 Timothy Ammons
11/22 Dennis Closs
11/22 Aiden Perez-Stevenson
11/23 Robert Ostman
11/25 Sandy Morrison
11/27 Diane Hernandez
11/28 Patricia Sparesus
11/28 Rich Yocius
11/29 Lochlan Puccini
If your name/s have not appeared in
recognition of your birthday, wedding
anniversary or a memorial gift, please
contact the church office. We want to
include all celebrations and memorials.

November Anniversaries
Paavo & Helen Pelkonen
Pr. Jeff & Kris Koth

847-623-5135

W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

11/04
11/12
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Mission of the Month— PADS

Dear Members of St. Marks:
Thank you for your gift supporting the Lutheran
School of Theology at Chicago and its mission of preparing women and men for ministry.
We appreciate your witness during this season of
Pentecost: God’s spirit alive and at work in our world
and at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago.
Your gift sows a seed reminding us to live in the present according to what we believe about our future.
Thank you for investing in this ministry of theological
education and for your prayers, your gifts, your wisdom and your encouragement. We are most grateful
to be celebrating this Pentecost season with you and
are blessed by your generosity. Thank you for selecting LSCT as mission of the month of September!
Sincerely,
Jessica P. Houston
Assistant Vice President for Advancement

Dear Friends,
It is with sincere appreciation that we acknowledge
your generous check in the amount of $277.00 to the
COOL Ministries. We are blessed by your kindness
and would like to thank all who made this donation
possible.
Your faithful generosity helps us to reach out to our
neighbors in need and to provide a helping hand.
Your donation will help us to help more of them.
COOL is committed to identifying and adapting to the
ever-chancing needs of our community, and our staff
works very hard to continue providing the highest
level of services to those who come to us seeking
assistance. Your support affirms our efforts, and
helps us in answering the call.
Thank you for your faithfulness and partnership in
our ministry and helping COOL to Feed the Hungry
and House the Homeless.
Warmest Regards,
Diane Thackston
Executive Director
W e b s i t e :

PADS provides the only emergency, nonrestrictive homeless shelters in Lake
County by staffing 15 rotating sites fully with
volunteers. Nearly 160 persons are helped
each evening by receiving 3 meals and a safe
place to sleep. Many sites offer showers and
donated clothing. In addition, PADS offers
many options for transitional housing with
special programs for families, veterans, those with mental illness or substance
abuse.
St. Mark's has been a partner with PADS for
over 20 years and will continue our service
this year at Christian Assembly in Zion.
We'll serve dinners on the first Sunday of
each month from October to April.
Volunteers are needed to:
1) Prepare the entrée
2) Purchase side dishes & lunch supplies &
deliver to St. Mark's.
3) Set up & serve on Sunday evening from 5
-8pm.
If you would like to help, please contact
Kristen Trukova at ktrukova@gmail.com or at
847-338-7764. As in previous years, we will
have a sign-up board in the Narthex for
needed items & servers. For more
information about PADS, go to
www.padslakecounty.org

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
BEING GRATEFUL
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. Philippians 4:6
A Thanksgiving Prayer from Living Grace Lutheran Church, Omaha, Nebraska

For planting, harvesting and the food we share, we give you thanks.
For every good nightʼs sleep and every good dayʼs work, we give you
thanks.
For strong bodies and minds, and for opportunities to learn and grow,
we give you thanks.
For all our friends and family members who have died and now rest
from their labors, we give you thanks.
For moments of happiness and joy that enlighten our days, we give you
thanks.

Thanksgiving Eve
Worship
As is our tradition, St. Mark’s will
join with other Lutheran and
Methodist churches in our area
for a combined Thanksgiving Eve
worship service. North Prairie
United Methodist Church—9th
Street & Kenosha Roads in Zion
will be the host church this year.
If you would like to sing with the
combined choir, see Eric Aho.
This service will begin at 7 p.m.
on Wednesday, November 25th.
Please come and join in Thanksgiving to our God for all His benefits to us.

For the young who have high hopes and so
many possibilities for their future, we give you
thanks.
For a family that lives together and eats
together and grows together, we give you
thanks.
For your Son, Jesus Christ, who lived and died
and now lives again so that we can be saved,
we give you thanks.
For the food we eat and these moments we
share, we give you thanks.
To you, O God, we give praise and glory on this Thanksgiving Day, and
always. Amen.
Help our lives reflect your boundless grace,
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Leader

Make your pledge this month!
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Crop Walk 2015 Thank you to all who joined and those who supported Crop Walk 2015.

Feast of St. Francis of Assisi—Blessing of the Animals was held during worship on October 4th. Even our
Butterflies were blessed that day.

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Volunteer Opportunity Site:

MINISTRY OF HOSPITALITY TEAM

To sponsor
Chili Supper

742 East Park Ave (Hwy 176)
Libertyville, IL
Date: November 18th
Time: 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Sign-Up Instructions:
http://volunteer.fmsc.org/Register/Group/JoinGroup.aspx?
gid=722101#.VfBH6odRHIU
Group Name: St. Mark’s Youth & Family
Group Leader: Laura Swanson

For the benefit of C.O.O.L. FOOD PANTRY
Thursday, November 13, 2015
BLESSING BAGS FOR PADS

Serving 3:30 P.M to 7:00 P.M

WHAT'S INSIDE:

MENU

* Tissue pack

Chili, French Bread, crackers
Coffee or lemonade, dessert
$10.00 per person
(2nd bowl of chili—$2.00)

* Lip balm
* Hand cream
*Gloves

Carry-out meals available

********

* Pair of socks

Along with the chili supper, we encourage
everyone to bring CANNED GOODS AND
NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS for the
C.O.O.L. food pantry. The C.O.O.L. truck will
be available for your donations. Also, a jar
for additional cash & checks (made payable
to C.O.O.L.) will be set up.
The food pantry is in desperate need of our
help at this time.
(Tickets are for sale from members of the
Ministry of Hospitality)
W e b s i t e :

* Nuts
* Granola bars
* Gum
* Candy
* Spare Change
*McDonald's gift card
**We would need to make 50
This is a Joint Mission Project between Youth &
Family Ministry & The Social Justice Team!

Distributing at December PADS Dinner
s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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WSM Bible Study for November

Spare Change
Sundays
Do you have spare change
weighing down your pockets or purse? How about
your couch cushions or the seat of your car? The St.
Mark's Youth is looking for your loose change!!! We
have declared the final Sunday of each month as
"Spare Change Sunday!!" please bring your spare
change in and deposit it in our bucket outside the
Sanctuary. We will be using that spare change to
make a donation to the Feed My Starving Children .THANKS!!

This session is the last of three on the meaning of
Sabbath. The theme verse is taken from Psalm 31:
15..."My times are in your hand. Deliver me from
the hand of my enemies and persecutors." Have you
ever prayed and thought that the answer should
come quickly? Join us for the discussion of this topic.
The November sessions will meet on Friday,
November 13th at 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. in the
home of Ida Dudleston. Please feel free to attend.
Questions?? Call Ida 847 336 5096.
Looking forward to the December session will be
about the meaning of Advent.

October —Supported the Crop Walk

Change of Address:
Dan & Jennifer Voss

Lynn & Tom Deram

6970 Bentley Avenue

2608 Maywood Ct.

Gurnee, IL 60031

Grayslake, IL 60030

2015 Youth & Family
Kroll’s Pumpkin Farm Visit

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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The Colors of Christmas
Our Foyer Tree
O Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.
Psalm 8:1

us of God’s never-ending love, giving us hope in the
midst of adversity, and peace as we cling to the
promises of God.


Purple ornaments reflect royalty. Jesus was mocked
at his death as the King of the Jews. Christians bear
witness to him as the King of Kings in Handel’s
“Hallelujah” chorus. The purple reminds us that
Jesus’ kingdom is not a secular one, but one in which
God’s way reigns supreme. What looks like a
mockery of Jesus’ kingship is in reality an opportunity
to look deeper to see what a true king does for his
people. The sacred is not confined or defined by
secular interpretations.



Yellow shines like the brilliant light that one imagines
with the angels singing on the hillsides of Bethlehem
to let the shepherds know of the birth of the Savior,
or the brilliance of the star that shone over
Bethlehem. Placing a yellow-lighted angel or star on
the top of the tree reminds us of the ways in which
God spread the good news of Jesus’ birth. We are
reminded to look at the everyday things in life—like a
star—and everyday people—like shepherds—to see
God at work in our lives.



Silver and Gold ornaments, garland, or tinsel remind
us of God’s riches—riches that are not limited by the
human eye. After all, a baby born in a barn and lying
in a manger is hardly what one would thinks of as
rich. The riches of God—like redemption, forgiveness,
and grace—are those things we don’t necessarily see
with the eye, but know in our hearts. We are
challenged to look at God’s children in the same way,
not merely with our eyes but with our hearts, also.
Red and white candy canes are hung on the tree as a
reminder that God’s redemption and our forgiveness
go hand-in-hand.
Through Jesus’ death and
resurrection, we can live every day knowing that our
sins are forgiven.

The end of this month, November 29th, is the start of
Advent. Georgia Benson has already begun to hand
craft ornaments for the tree in our foyer. She will
design the tree to display the “colors of Christmas,”
which witness our faith.
Bonnie B. Belasic, former Director for Specials Projects
of the Women of the ELCA wrote “The Colors of
Christmas,” a reflection on preparing for Christmas.
Growing up Bonnie learned about the colors of
Christmas from her mother, Ruth.

In her article Bonnie shares the colors of Christmas and
their meanings:


The green tree represents the never-ending love
and presence of God in our lives. The evergreen
tree does not lose its needles in the cold or heat.
Likewise, God does not lose us and we cannot lose
sight of God for the sake of the world.





White lights or clip-on candles remind us of Jesus,
the light of the world, and our call as disciples to
bear witness throughout the world today.

Poet Robert Herrick says this about the mistletoe plant, a
symbol of the Christmas season:



A red garland draped around the tree is a reminder
that we are wrapped in the gracious act of
redemption. Jesus was not only a baby—a warm
and cuddly gift that is easy to receive. He is the
savior who gave his very life so that we may live
with God.



Blue ornaments represent heaven, hope, and
peace. The vastness of the heavens above remind
W e b s i t e :

“Lord, I am like to mistletoe/Which has no root
and cannot grow/Or prosper, but by that same
tree/It clings about/So I by thee.”
Note that mistletoe is a parasite that often grows under
the bark of apple trees. Include a sprig of mistletoe in
your Christmas greens to signify undying love for our
Lord and our unalloyed dependence on him. By the way,
an old legend says that Christ’s cross was made of the
wood from the mistletoe. Henri Nouwen

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Mission Interpreter

The LSSI “In touch Program”

OSLC Global Fair Trade Market - Nov. 7

Ask almost any senior citizen where they want to
live out the remainder of their life and you will most
likely hear “In my own home!” In the social service
profession, the technical term for this is “aging in
place,” and that’s a phrase you will be hearing more
often in the future. Why? Because the baby boomers are retiring at a rate of 10,000 per day, and
many of them are resisting the move to a retirement community, let alone a nursing home. Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) recognized this
desire for seniors to be independent, active and
safe decades ago: our Intouch program in Moline
just celebrated its 35th anniversary. The program in
Moline is the largest adult day provider in the state.
In FY15, Intouch served 232 primary care clients
and more than 3,500 family members and occasional clients.

The annual “Global Fair Trade Market”
will be held at Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Church, 1234 N. Arlington Heights Road
in Arlington Heights, on Saturday, November 7 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. There is no admission fee. Fair Trade goods are marketed so that
the artist, crafter, or grower is paid a fair wage. A variety of interesting goods from about a dozen vendors will be available for your personal use and great
gift giving. Shop for lovingly crafted items and help
change people’s lives.
Ending world hunger by 2030
In a continuing effort to end world hunger, Linda
Post Bushkofsky, executive director of Women of the
ELCA, endorsed a faith statement (below) on behalf
of the organization. The statement pledges to end
world hunger by 2030. The statement was endorsed
by about 100 of the nation's faith leaders during an
Interfaith Religious Leaders Summit Sept. 21, 2015,
in Washington D.C. "Bread for the World organizers
are using the attention given Pope Francis' visit to
highlight interfaith efforts and commitments to end
hunger by 2030," Post Bushkofsky said. "With my
participation on behalf of Women of the ELCA comes
a sign-on to a faith statement." In 2011, at its Eighth
Triennial Convention, Women of the ELCA voting
members passed a memorial to end hunger. Actions
included providing prayer support and offerings to
ELCA World Hunger, including links to ELCA World
Hunger and Bread for the World on synodical websites, serving as a synodical hunger leader and following hunger social networks. "Our organization has
long worked to end world hunger," Post Bushkofsky
said. "Our most recent public action came at the
Eighth Triennial Convention, although every week
the women of our organization are giving to ELCA
World Hunger and working in myriad ways in their
own communities to end hunger." In 2014, gifts to
ELCA World Hunger through Women of the ELCA totaled more than $300,000, she said. You, too, can
take Bread for the World's pledge to end hunger.
W e b s i t e :

Intouch offers older adults increased physical, mental, and social stimulation. At the same time, the
program offers respite for family caregivers, which
is especially helpful to those who work during the
day. Adult Day Services also helps seniors and families by preventing premature placement of elders in
long-term care facilities. Participants in our Adult
Day program have consistently reported increased
self-esteem, decreased depression and improved
nutrition and sleeping as a result of attending
Intouch. This is just one of the life-enhancing ministries we help provide by partnering with LSSI. Thank
you so much for your support.

Erv Uhlman
Mission Interpreter

COOL FOOD PANTRY—
FOOD OF THE MONTH:

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

YOUTH SUNDAY

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

29 Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship 9:45 am
Testify Thanksgiving
Pot Luck 6 pm

Worship 9:45 am

22 Sunday School
9:30 am

Worship 9:45 am

15 Sunday School
9:30 am

Youth & Family
Sloppy Joe Lunch &
Bake Sale 11 am

Worship 9:45 am

(No Sunday School)

8

A.A. 7pm

Confirmation 7pm

A.A. 7pm

NO CONFIRMATION

Kathy on Vacation

Confirmation 7pm

30

24

23

Yarns of Compassion
7pm

17

A.A. 7pm

Church Council 7pm

16

Confirmation 7pm

9

10 Reflections in
the Season Noon

Choir 7pm

Reflections in the
Word 7 pm

25 7 pm

26

27

20

Kathy on Vacation

Boy Scouts 7pm

19

Cub Scouts 7 pm

6

Fri

12 Choir 7pm
13
COOL Board Mtg 7pm
WSM Bible Study at
Chili Supper
Ida Dudleston’s
3:30pm—7pm
10 am & 5:30 pm

Boy Scouts 7pm

Ministry Teams 7pm

5

Thu

18

Cub Scouts 7 pm

Reflections in the
Word 7pm

11

Cub Scouts 7 pm

A.A. 7pm

WSM 7 pm

Reflections in the
Word 7pm

Reflections in the
Spirit 7pm

Confirmation 7pm

Worship 9:45 am

4

3

2

Wed

1 Sunday School
9:30 am

Tue

Mon

Sun

28

21

14

Prayer Team 9am

7

Sat

the messenger
10

Serving Us This Month

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087
Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First)

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Sept.—May

Lectors

Sundays

Acolyte s Sundays

11/01

Erv Uhlman

11/01

Emily Hanratty & David Sparesus

11/08

Youth Sunday

11/15

Janet Meyer

11/08

Bayleigh Tienhaara

11/22

Tom Wendorf

11/15

Arielle Jones & Brandon Neas

11/29

Nancy Inskeep

11/22

Evan Lundtveit & Ethan Schroetter

11/29

Emily Hanratty & Saula Chromy

Assisting Minister

Jill Shepherd (1st and 3rd Sundays)

Communion Assistant

Projectionists

Georgia Benson (2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays)

11/01

Monique Brikha

11/08

Youth Sunday—Bob Ostman

11/15

Sophia Diaz

11/22

Dana Lundtveit

11/29

Annika Swanson

Altar Guild

Anita Wells

Ushers
Lise Myllymaki & Mario Garza

Sunday School Teachers
11/01

Kristen Trukova, TBD

11/08

Youth Sunday (Nursery—

Sound Technicians

Rhiannon Urso)

11/01

Nick Fontana

Senia Sparesus, Kristen Trukova,

11/08

Youth Sunday—Helen Ostman

11/15

Giovanni Diaz

11/22

Claire Lundtveit

11/29

Evelyn Fontana

11/15

Erin & Loren Lundtveit
11/22

Rhiannon Urso, Amy Fontana,
Laura Swanson & Jensea
Chromy

11/29

TBD, Sophia & Elise Diaz
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