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Reasonable Restrictions
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Pastor

by Pastor Koth

“What is the best we can do as a nation to try to protect ourselves and
our children from senseless killing as happened n Newtown, Ct. this
past month?” The best we can do is write laws. Laws which put reasonable restrictions on our freedoms and behaviors.
Our history as a nation indicates that we understand restrictive
laws that govern civilized culture. We have the freedom of speech, yet
that speech is restricted in public places like a theater. We have the freedom to buy very fast automobiles, yet we restrict the speed at which
they can be driven. We can live wherever we want, but the law restricts the sizes and purpose of dwellings in accord with community
zoning ordinances. We even support the government’s reasonable right
to assume ownership of private property, through the rite of eminent
domain, and up to the recent past, laws which suspend all freedoms of
an individual who are drafted into military service. “If we can support
the necessity of the law to restrict such important freedoms, can’t we
support reasonable restrictions on weapons?”
The Supreme Court of the United States has ruled that the same
constitution that allows reasonable restrictions on all these important
freedoms can also reasonably restrict the rite to bear arms. The constitution supports that rite to bear arms, but it does not support the rite to
bear all forms of arms. “Can reasonable people agree that there are
weapons that should only be used by trained and authorized agencies
of the government such as the military and police, and that their use be
restricted to them?”
The best we can do as a nation is try to maintain order through
laws. Laws that show we are a reasonable, civilized culture. If we want
to find peace, we have to go beyond law and reason. We have to surrender ourselves to the teachings and transforming influence of Jesus
Christ. Our view as Christians is that only Jesus can provide the social
capital necessary to connect us to one another in communities that support the common good and the norms of reciprocity and trust that
change human behavior to support it {the common good}.
May the lives of the 20 children and 6 adults killed in an elementary school be the basis of our dialogue and the direction it takes us!
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Memorial Gifts
We thank the people who have
memorialized these friends and loved
ones for their generosity.

January Birthdays
01/04 William Gregory
01/04 Margaret Congdon
01/07 Kathy Schild
01/09 Ruth Hervoy
01/09 Irene Wilson
01/10 Wade Schump
01/11 Betty Anderson
01/11 Tamara Maki
01/12 William Klass
01/12 David Wonderland
01/12 Heidi Vander Vere
01/12 Andrew Haapanen
01/13 Virginia Blomquist
01/14 Jack Herberger
01/14 Elise Diaz
01/14 Ariana DeTogne
01/15 Donald Fontana
01/15 Abigail Oye
01/21 Jean Norkus
01/21 Alexis Perez
01/21 Magnus Swanson
01/22 Priscilla Bogdala
01/23 Leanna Goble
01/24 Arvo Aukee
01/25 Danyel Sparesus
01/27 Liz Soling
01/29 Ian Hopkins
01/31 Herman Thorstenson
01/31 Ritva Illi

January Anniversaries
01/12 Alfred & Eleanore Wienke
01/24 Rudolph & Mary Jo
Ahonen
01/30 Kathy & Rob Anderson

The following gift was given in
Loving Memory of:
 Irene Haapanen from The Exchange Club of Gurnee, Paavo &
Helena Pelkonen, Einar & Shirley Jenstrom, Ina & Joe Rider
and family,


Allen Maki to COOL & St. Mark’s from Jill Shepherd, Walter
Maki, Lucille Tolonen, Joan Anderson, Bill & Marty Gregory,
Carol Bonnes, Nancy Inskeep, Lise Myllymaki



Virginia Blomquist from Jerry & Kathy Haapanen, Al & Ida
Dudleston, Matt & Laila Maki, Paavo & Helena Pelkonen, Jim
& Cindy Keister, Ken & Jan Smith, Bob & Helen Ostman, Kurt
& Kathy Schild, Irene Wilson, Lise Myllymaki, Mae Florio,
Walter Maki, and Lucille Tolonen



Arne & Frances Lampinen from Rich & Marlene Lampinen

Our prayers and sympathy are with Rev.
Willard Blomquist on the death of his beloved wife, Virginia. She will be missed
by us all.

Love’s Hall of Fame
Five more couples have had their names
added to St. Mark’s “Love Hall of Fame”.
This plaque honoring their marriages hangs
in the fellowship hall and recognized couples who have been married for 50 years or
more. Congratulations to our newest inductees:
57 years Arnold and Sirrka Aho
57 years Mattias and Laila Maki
51 years Richard and Pricilla Bogdala
51 years Aaro and Ritva Illi
51 years Paavo and Helena Pelkonen
If your name/s have not
appeared in recognition of your birthday, wedding
anniversary or a memorial gift, please contact the church
office. We want to include all celebrations and
memorials.
847-623-5135
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“Come, Grow, Share.”

Fourth Annual Chili Supper—Thank You

Mission of the Month C.O.O.L. continues to
support the homeless and needy in Lake
County.
The Food pantry serves from 12,000 to 15,000
each year, including approximately 50% of the
totals being children between infancy and 17
years old. With more and more people out of
work, being laid off from their jobs, the need
for food and shelter has increased significantly
this year.
The Transitional Housing program assists
homeless families (one or two parent)
motivated to assimilate corrected living skills,
save money and graduate toward independent
living and self-sufficiency. Phase I of the
program offers a living unit, counseling and
monitored case management. Families needing
more time after Phase I or living at a Phase II
level, receive the same services as Phase I, but
pay a low amount of rent. Phase II provides
more time to finish an educational program or
acquire better employment.

Thank you to everyone who supported the Chili
Supper on November 15th, 2012 for the benefit of
the C.O.O.L. food pantry. Our records show we
served 162 people in our fellowship hall, had 89
carry-out orders and 34 people enjoyed a second
bowl of chili. The checks and cash donations received for C.O.O.L. totaled $848.00 After expenses
total profit to C.O.O.L. was $2,321.00. The total
amount of food collected on the truck was 796
pounds.
Thank you to everyone who worked together to
make this possible and help feed so many people
in need at this time.
God Bless you all.
Lucille Tolonen, Team Leader
“In everything you do, put God first,
And he will direct you and crown your efforts with success”
Proverbs 3:6

C.O.O.L. consistently maintains between eight
and eleven housing units in Waukegan and
Zion.
The need continues to increase as more and
more people are out of work or struggling to
make ends meet in these tough economic times.

COOL FOOD
PANTRY—
FOOD OF THE
MONTH:
Peanut Butter

W e b s i t e :

Soup Suppers @ 6:00 p.m.
February 20th—WSM Reflection of
the Seasons
February 27th—Youth & Family
Ministry
March 6th—Drama, Music &
Worship
March 13th—Yarns of Compassion
March 20th—Scouts

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Thank You
Dear Friends,
Thank you for many expressions of sympathy,
prayers and the lovely floral piece at the time of
the death of my sister, Lorraine (Blomquist)
Morgan.
We are very grateful.
Willard & Virginia Blomquist
To: People of St. Marks,
Thank you for the wonderful Thanksgiving
basket gift of food and gifts which I have
enjoyed.
God Bless You All,
Eva Macknick

Thank you to everyone that sent me Get Well
cards while I was in Whitehall Rehab.
Your kindness and caring mean so much to me.
Love from,
Linnea Anderson
Dear Rev. Koth,
Thank you for investing in a vibrant future for
families on Chicago’s West Side through your
generous donation to Bethel New Life. Bethel
has been working to transform our communities
since 1979 by investing in education, creating
jobs, and caring for seniors. We received your
gift of $1,190.00 on October 6, 2012.

Dear St. Mark’s
It is a beautiful and tasty Thanksgiving basket
that you gave us. Thank you so much.
Also, a late thank you from you wonderful
friends that brought so much joy into Audrey’s
life after August birthday party.
God Bless You All,
Audrey & Jack Herberger

At Bethel, we believe that the outcome of a
child’s dreams should not be dictated by the
community into which he or she was born. We
are thankful that you share our vision, and make
our work possible through your generosity.
Sincerely,
Lori Vallelunga, Ph.D.
President & CEO
Sara Spoonheim
Senior Director of External Relations

Dear Friends at St. Mark’s
Thank you so much for the sympathy shown us
after our son & brother Allen Maki’s passing in
November. We were overwhelmed at the
number of people who were able to attend his
Memorial Service. Thank you also for the
Memorial gifts. We have made donations to
C.O.O.L. and to the St. Mark’s Building Fund in
memory of Al..
Sincerely,
Mattias & Laila Maki
Kathy & Rob Anderson
Linda Maki
Cyndi Maki Harris

Dear Friends,
We are blessed to receive your November
donation to the COOL in the amount of
$1,863.00. Your faithful support is the heart and
sol of our ministry and it allows us to continue
our outreach to your Lake County neighbors in
need.
Each month we see new families coming to
COOL Food Pantries for the first time. This year
the Pantries have served food to 54,345
individuals for a total of 652,140 meals. Your
donation helps us to help those in need.
Sincerely,
Diane Thackston, Executive Director

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

the messenger

5

Stephen Ministry

enlightening. Her book demonstrates the many
dimensions of aging, its purposes, concerns, but
also its potential and joys.

“How to Grow Older
GRACE-FULL-Y”
“O God, from my youth you have taught me, and I
still proclaim your wondrous deeds.
So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not
forsake me, until I proclaim your might to all the
nations to come.” Psalm 71:17-18
“For age is opportunity no less/ Than youth
itself, though in another dress/ And as the
evening twilight fades away/ The sky is filled
with stars, invisible by day.”
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
Perhaps in the New Year, 2013, we can, by
God’s grace, learn not to fear aging but learn to
see it as a blessing. I heard Dr. Kate Philben
from the Samaritan Counseling Center speak on
the “Dynamics of Aging” last spring. This past
November in The Connections newsletter she
wrote a very interesting article, titled “What is
the Purpose of Old Age?”
True, aging does have its challenges but there
are many resources available to help us
maintain healthy, happy lives. Life changes
due to aging happen whether we want them to
or not. But Dr. Philben reminds us that it is not
so much what happens to us as the way we
choose to deal with what happens to us. We do
have a choice on how we react and respond to
these challenges of aging. Truly God can help
us get through each day to accept things we
cannot change. And with God in our lives we
can be blessings to others no matter what age
we are.

On the ELCA website you can find many
resources to help you transition to each new
stage of your life. For those still working and
looking toward retirement, retiree Ed Klodt
wrote The Jonah Factor: Thirteen Spiritual Steps to
Finding the Job of a Lifetime that speaks to moving
from full-time work to retirement.
ALOA, Adult Lutherans Organized for Action,
is an inter-Lutheran organization for the needs
and interests of Lutheran older adults. Through
ALOA events such as Lutherhostel retreats,
Seniorfests, cruises, and tours, these “adult”
Lutherans enjoy “lifelong learning, personal
spiritual growth, and service to others.” Their
website (aloaserves.org) lists congregational
workshops, devotions, meditations, and many,
many books on “aging well.” One book listed is
Celebrating the Rest of Your Life: A Baby Boomer’s
Guide to Spirituality, by David Yount.
Listen to following from Joan Chittister’s book:
“…perhaps the most important dimension of
older age is to become aware of its profound
purpose: These are the capstone years, the time
in which a whole new life is in the making
again. The gift of these years is not merely
being alive, it is the gift of becoming more fully
alive than ever.”
God’s peace be with you,
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Leader

Joan Chittister’s book, The Gift of Years, Growing
Older Gracefully, is a wonderful book that
teaches us how to look at aging as a natural
part of life that can be rewarding and
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Mission Interpreter—Erv Uhlman
We have all heard people talking about the "holiday season" and about "Christmas time".
Here at St. Mark's, and at many other churches, the "season of Advent" is well known
and taught. But what comes next? According to media sources, it's now the "time to diet"
and "time to join a gym". But what comes next in our church calendar?
According to the ELCA website, Epiphany is next. "The church calendar recognizes the season of
Epiphany from January 6" until the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday." One of the principal
themes of Epiphany is Christ as the light of the world. With all of that in mind, I'd like to share
with you how you can help bring that light to those in need in Africa. The following is a letter
from one of our ELCA missionaries in the Central African Republic.

Be a "Yes" to others!
The Epiphany season celebrates Jesus as the
Light to the nations, beginning with the celebration of
the magi, wise men from afar who followed the star to
find the Christ child.
Many of us use this season to focus on how the Light
of the world is reflected in and through our global
work. As a new ELCA missionary, this global work
together as a church is now my passion and calling.
My work in the Central African Republic includes developing educational programs for Sunday schools
and new elementary schools in remote villages. These programs existed before I arrived two months ago, but the
Lutheran church in the Central African Republic asked for an educational adviser to help these programs improve and
better serve the people. They recognize, as we do, the importance of education — not only to build leaders within the
church, but also to have a better life overall.
In my work, I recently visited one of our newest schools, the Peouri School, which was just built as a permanent
structure. It also has three open-air, straw-roof structures and is building one more. The school, first built 10 miles
away, had to be moved because of civil unrest seven years ago. The people had fled to town, but insisted that their Lutheran school follow them! After the doors re-opened, others in town are now taking advantage of the Lutheran
school's reputation for good teaching. It has become the largest of the 20 village schools supported by the church, with
720 students enrolled.
My work with this school and others happens only because of people like you. You make it possible for
people like me to preach, teach, build, grow, heal and strengthen the global church in over 40 countries. Thank you for
the support.
Your undesignated gift helps to support me plus our 240 missionaries around the world — where it's needed most.
In these challenging economic times, we missionaries rely heavily on your generous gifts to help
keep our global mission programs running to share God's grace and blessings with all.
We are a church that believes Jesus is God's "Yes" to us. Our lives can be a "Yes" to others. Will you join
us in sharing the Light of the world through our global work? Please give today!
Hand in hand with you,
Susan Smith, ELCA Missionary, Central African Republic
Learn more at www.ELCA.org/missionarysponsorship
Make a gift at http://www.elca.org/4missioriaries

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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PASTY TIME IS NEAR……
January 24th, 25th, & 26th

“Come, Grow, Share.”

In the same way, let your light shine before men, that
they may see your good deeds and praise your Father
in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

Your December MESSENGER provided the
basic information regarding our annual Pasty
Sale sponsored by the Women of St. Mark’s.

WHAT IS A PASTY??

Volunteers are needed to Shop & Cleanup, Peel
& Chop Vegetables, Roll & Fill Crusts, and Provide Nourishment for the Workers.
The Sign-up Board to help will be in the Narthex
starting Sunday, January 6th, 2013. Come join in
the fellowship and accomplishment of great
things.

It is a meat pie, a blend of beef & pork & potatoes
& onions & carrots. The mixture is placed in a
crust … the crust is folded over, sealed and baked.
DELICIOUS .. once you’ve tasted one, you can’t
wait until the next sale.

With your unselfish efforts to help, monies will
be available to fulfill many mission endeavors
for St. Mark’s, Local and World Communities.
2013 WORK SCHEDULE
Thurs. January 24th noon to 9:00pm
Fri.
January 25th 6:00am to 7:30pm
Sat.
January 26th 6:00am to 7:30pm

Thank You

ORDERING INFORMATION
Place completed order forms in the WSM Pasty
Box in the Narthex beginning January 6th. Order forms will be on the information table in the
Narthex and downstairs on the tables in front of
the mailboxes. Phone orders will be accepted
MONDAY, January 7th at 9am, not before.
We will stop taking pasty orders when we
reach 1200. There will be no waiting list. First
come; first served -- so don’t delay in placing
your orders! Orders were filled by Tuesday pm
last year.
Price of a pasty remains at $5.50.

W e b s i t e :

Your kindness is greatly appreciated. Thank
you for the lovely Thanksgiving basket. You so
thoughtfully filled it with many items that have
been very useful to me as a resident in the nursing home. You are a blessing to many.
Sincerely,
Thelma Larsen

Dear St. Mark’s Knitters,
I got this beautiful hat at my Oncology doctor in
Gurnee. Just want to say Thank You for the
handmade chemo cap.
May God Bless you and know that I appreciate
your prayer.
Love Amy

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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St. Mark’s Travel Club hopes to see
you at the
8th Annual Finnish Celebration
Sunday, January 13, 2013
11:30 a.m. check in

luncheon served at 12:00 noon.
Followed by music and entertainment

Call to reserve your ticket:
Helen Ostman
Judy Shales-Reinier

847-244-6638
847-682-9009 or
920-867-2141

Tickets also available from any Travel Club
member

Tickets:

Adults. . . . . . . $15
Children. . . . . . .$7

The date is coming up fast...mark your
calendar, buy your ticket and we will see
you on January 13th
for fun, good food and great entertainment!

W e b s i t e :

“Come, Grow, Share.”

WSM Bible Study
WSM monthly Bible Study
will meet on Friday,
January 11, 2013 in the
home of Ida Dudleston.
(847-336-5096) The
morning session begins at 10 a.m. and the
evening session begins at 5:30 p.m.
This month Jesus tells the apostles as they are
gathered around him and telling him all that
they have done that they should, “Come away
to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a
while.” (Mark 6:30-31) In Matthew 11:30 Jesus
says, “Come to me, all you that are weary and
are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give
you rest.”
Life is no different today. We still need a quiet
time with Jesus. Come and join us.

Thank You
Dear Knitters at St. Mark’s Lutheran,
Little did I realize on April 18th, 2004, when I spoke
to your Women’s Spring Luncheon on “Seeds God’s
Awesome Computers”, my children’s book on how
marvelously GOD programmed each seed & had a
plan for it—+ how He loves us—that this Sept. at my
doctor’s office they would show me a supply of
handmade hats for “balding” women. I pulled out a
white tweedy tam with black crocheted highlights in
it, and a tag attached “from the Knitters Group, St.
Mark’s Lutheran”. And sure enough, it was your
church.
What a blessing your ministry is!!! Thank you so
much! I’m halfway through chemo for NonHodgkin's Lymphoma. Keep up your thoughtful
work!
With love,
Priscilla

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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W e b s i t e :

“Come, Grow, Share.”
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14
Confirmation 7 pm

13 Youth Choir

21
Confirmation 7 pm
Yarns of
Compassion 7 pm

28
NO Confirmation

20
9:30 am Sunday
School
9:45 am Worship

27 Youth Choir
9:30 am Sunday
School
9:45 am Worship

Testify 6:30 p.m.

9:30 am Sunday
School
9:45 am Worship
Finnish Celebration
11:30

7
WSM 7 pm
Confirmation 7 pm

Mon

6
9:30 am Sunday
School
9:45 am Worship

Sun

9
Cub Scouts 6:30
Reflections in the
Word 7 pm
A.A. 7 pm

8 A.A. 7 pm
Reflections in the
Season NOON
Church Council 7
pm
Scout Committee

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
30 Cub Scouts
6:30 pm
No Bible Study
A.A. 7 pm

23 Pasty Bake
7 a.m. to Noon
Reflections in the
Word 7 pm
A.A. 7 pm

31
Choir & Praise
Band Practice 7pm

24 Pasty Baking
Noon—9 pm
Choir & Praise
Band Practice 7pm

25 Pasty Baking 6
am—5:30 pm
Pasty Sale 3 pm—
5:30 pm

17 Gurnee
18
Meadows Worship
1 pm
Choir & Praise
Band Practice 7pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

26 Pasty Baking &
Sale

Corp. Audit 9 am
in Centennial Rm

19
ACKERMAN
WEDDING

12 MSM Bible
Study
New Member
Orientation 9:30
Durand B-Day
Party

11 WSM Bible
Study 10 am and
5:30 pm at Ida
Dudleston’s

10 DMW 6 pm
Choir & Praise
Band Practice 7pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

Sat
5 Prayer Team
9 am
EAGLE SCOUT
CEREMONY

Fri

3
4
Choir & Praise
Band Practice 7pm

Thu

Pastor Koth on Vacation January 28-February 2

29
A.A. Tech Team

22
A.A. 7 pm

16
Cub Scouts 6:30
Reflections in the
Word 7 pm
A.A. 7 pm

2
Reflections in the
Word 7 pm
A.A. 7 pm

1
New Year’s Day
Church Office
Closed

15
Tech Team 7 pm
A.A. 7 pm

Wed

Tue

2013
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Serving Us This Month
Lectors
Sundays

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087
Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-4016
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com

01/06
01/13
01/20
01/27

Acolyte
Sundays
Jan Smith
Paul Durand
Marty Gregory
Nancy Inskeep

Assisting Minister
Georgia Benson (1st & 3rd Sundays)

Communion Assistant
Derek Londo (2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays)

Altar Guild
Pam Hurley & Kathy Schild

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday
School
9:30 a.m.

Ushers
Carol Bonnes & Dom Constantino

Offering Counters
01/06
01/13
01/20
01/27

Al Dudleston & Don Fontana
Al Dudleston & Wayne Voss
Kristen Trukova & TBD
Jensea Chromy & Laura Swanson

The Messenger

01/06
01/13
01/20
01/27

9:45 a.m.
Dana Lundtveit
Sophia Diaz
Arielle Jones
Danyel Sparesus

Projectionists
Sundays 9:45 a.m.
01/06
01/13
01/20
01/27

Claire Lundtveit
Giovanni Diaz
Kathryn Kottka
Abigail Oye

Sound Technicians
Sundays 9:45 a.m.
01/06
01/13
01/20
01/27

Caitlyn Maennena
Dan Nicklas
Ryan Hopkins
Nick Fontana
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