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Dedication Weekend, May 4-5th
After more than a year in planning and preparation,
the new administrative wing and Sunday School
buildings are finished! An expanded “Hospitality
Ministry Team” has been busy planning the dedication. On page 9 of this month’s Messenger, you will
find the detailed events of the Dedication Weekend
and how you can participate.
The apostle Paul writes [Colossians 3:12-15] , 12As God's chosen ones,
holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also
must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to
which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful.
Here St. Paul captures the essence of our gatherings planned for this historic weekend.
 We will gather as God’s chosen ones to demonstrate the unity
that is achieved through compassion, kindness, humility, meek
ness and patience that built these buildings.
 We will gather to forgive one another. The challenges of this
project were formidable. Any wounds or disputes that is raised,
must now be healed. Let us come together in perfect harmony!
We will gather to give thanks for the many gifts that were
contributed to this endeavor, and that will be on display.
The completion of this project ushers in a
new era of ministry in the history of our
congregation. Let us ALL rededicate ourselves—our time, our talents, and our
treasures—to this ministry, to the glory of
God!
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Memorial Gifts
We thank the people who have memorialized
these friends and loved ones for their generosity.

April Birthdays
04/01 Jack Broemelkamp
04/01 Levi Haapanen
04/04 Jack Morrison
04/05 Alan Dudleston
04/06 James Keister
04/08 Cassandra Londo
04/10 Molly Lund
04/11 Michael Sybrandy
04/12 Brendan Voss
04/13 Matthew Nicklas
04/13 Helena Pelkonen
04/18 Walter Maki
04/19 Cody Ammons
04/20 Monique Brikha
04/20 David Londo
04/22 Joanie Bogdala
04/23 Robert Harmon
04/24 Daniel Fontana
04/25 Arnold Aho
04/25 James Vander Vere
04/30 Lucille Tolonen

If your name/s have not appeared in recognition of
your birthday, wedding anniversary or a memorial
gift, please contact the
church office. We want to
include all celebrations and
memorials. 847-623-5135

The following gift was given in Loving
Memory of:
 Sylvia Kangas from Joyce Niemi, Jerry &
Kathy Haapanen, Mr. & Mrs. Larry Colvin,
Mr. & Mrs. Richard LeGrand, Eva Macknick,
Helen Binning


Shiela Stuart (Carol Suomu’s Sister) from Jill Shepherd

April Anniversaries
Ruth & William Hervoy
Trent & Susan Truby
Matthew & Megan Haapanen

April 4th
April 8th
April 30th

COOL FOOD PANTRY—
FOOD OF THE MONTH:
Juice or Powdered Milk

CHANGE of DATE
Reflections of the Season
Please change your calendar:
Reflections of the Season Bible Study
which usually meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month has
been change this month to...Tuesday, April 16, 2013 at
noon. Don't forget change your calendar. See you then!
W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Mission of the
Month - Waukegan
2 College

“Come, Grow, Share.”

one-on-one

counseling.

In

addition,

support

programs like weekly tutoring and coaching, help
ensure that students get on and stay on a path to

Our History
Nearly four years ago, Lake County United (LCU) held
a series of listening sessions in the Waukegan
community churches and other institutions to identify
key concerns. Education came up as the number one
concern – parents were worried that their children
would not go to college and would not get well-paying
jobs.
During a 9-month study, LCU conducted in-depth
research on existing college-readiness programs in
Waukegan and other leading programs, such as the
Urban Education Institute and College Bound
Opportunities. This research found that, although a
number of solid programs are available in Waukegan,
none included parents in their programming. As the
outline of the new program evolved, LCU decided to
make parental involvement a central, unique element
of the program. Through relationships at the 10 LCU
member institutions in Waukegan, LCU and the new
Waukegan to College program were uniquely
positioned to engage with parents and their children.
The program began with one-on-one counseling and
workshops for families. Tutoring and mentoring were
added later in the first year of the program.
Programming again expanded last year with the
addition of Read to Achieve and summer enrichment
programs in math and English.
The program began in September 2009 with 25
students and their families and has grown to 61
students and their families in 2012.

Overview
Waukegan to College believes there are many
hundreds, if not thousands, of Waukegan students not
reaching their full potential. For students and families
who do not consider college to be an option,
Waukegan to College seeks to inform families about
the rules of the “college game” through workshops and
W e b s i t e :

college.
Students in Waukegan to College range from 5th
graders to sophomores in college. By starting the
program with students just before they enter
middle school, W2C establishes high academic
expectations and a concrete sense that college, with
hard work, is attainable.
Waukegan to College more than doubled from 25
students in its first year to 60 in the 2012-13 school
year -- this number now includes 3 third-year
college, 5 second-year college and 3 first-year
college students who would likely not be there
without Waukegan To College. Often, W2C works
with the oldest child in the family and the younger
siblings benefit from the understanding of the
college process that parents gain. As the current 1st
grader in the family grows up, his parents will be
well-attuned to the importance of getting good
grades, taking challenging courses, beginning to
save for college at an early grade, and the many
other critical aspects of pursuing higher education.
A fundamental tenet of W2C is its focus on families.
Workshops delivering key information for
pursuing college admission are given for students
and parents and are presented in English and
Spanish.
W2C fosters an environment where families are
expected to give back to the program by helping
families new to W2C become oriented to our
program and by being W2C ambassadors in their
community organizations. We believe that
ultimately this family outreach will be instrumental
in creating the college-going culture of the longterm vision.
For More Information—Waukegan 2 College now
has their own website:
http://www.waukegantocollege.org/

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Comment Cards

Pinewood Derby

In the pews of the church are
“comment cards” [see picture left].
The purpose of these cards is to offer
worshippers the opportunity to ask
questions of the pastor, or simply to
make observations and recommendations regarding worship.
Recently we received a comment that had to do with the video
that is projected on the large sanctuary screen at the beginning
of the distribution of communion. The comment was that this
video is “distracting” and not conducive to the meditative environment desired during the distribution of communion. Let me
address this person’s concern. The video that plays at the beginning of the distribution of communion is selected by the pastor.
It is a hymn. You will note that the words to this distribution
hymn are published on the screen so that you may sing along
with it. The message of the distribution hymn reinforces the
message of the sermon. I have to say that I am puzzled that very
few, if any, sing along with the hymn. The other function of this
distribution hymn is to provide the organist and singers an opportunity to commune.

Cub Scout Pack 678 held their
annual Pinewood Derby lock-in
the weekend of March 15th.

A second comment card this month had to do with my personal appearance. The person wants to know “Why did you grow that beard?” [I assume they don’t like it!] Here
is my response.
In August of 2012, a terrorist walked into a house of worship in Oak Creek Wisconsin
and began shooting people who he deemed “dangerous”. Why were they dangerous?
Because of the way they looked. Because of the way they looked, this terrorist [mistakenly] thought
they were Muslim terrorists. In his mind, all Muslims are terrorists and a threat to the well-being of
Americans. Such ignorance and the senseless loss of life that accompanied it so disturbed me, that I
wanted to respond. I am not a “bumper sticker” guy, nor do I use social media or the pulpit to make
political statements. So it occurred to me that one thing I could do would be to grow a beard and in
growing a beard, make a holy alliance with my brothers and sisters in the Muslim and eastern religion faiths. I want them to know that this Western Christian Cleric embraces them as beloved children of God. My beard, like their beards, it is a holy sign of personal commitment and devotion to
God and God’s ways. In terms of the esthetic downside [you look so odd and old!] at age 57, I don’t
really care. [I am no longer dating!] Let me say that that many of the folks I deal with off the street
find this image of me far more inviting and an image they more easily relate to, trust and associate
with Jesus. I hope that benefit matters more than anything else.
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Stephen Ministry
Don’t be a Stranger!
Keeping our Hearts and
Hopes Alive
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in
humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the
interest of others. Let the same mind be in you that
was in Christ Jesus…
Philippians 2:3-5
I recently spoke to an acquaintance of mine who
shared with me that she no longer wants to
belong to organized religion. She surprised me
by asking me why I attended church. My
immediate response was that I attend because of
the love and support of the Christian community
I find there. She challenged me that she could
find a community to belong to without going to
church. I then explained that our community
was very special; we had a special member, the
Holy Spirit, guiding us, supporting us, and
strengthening us through His love. I think this
truth made an impression on her. Perhaps she
will reconsider “organized religion.” I surely
hope and pray so.

5

I strongly encourage you to look to your
brothers and sisters in Christ here at St. Mark’s.
When we open our hearts to the Spirit, when
our hearts are turned outward to live in service
to others, only then do we live truly fulfilling
lives. Together, we learn to trust, to share, to
listen, and to love. If you are new to St. Mark’s
come participate in our many, many activities
and groups. Don’t just come to church for the
worship service, come to church to JOIN our
community!
Let us turn outward to one another,
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Leader

Martin Luther’s definition of sin is being “turned
inward or curved inward on oneself.” As
Christians, we struggle in a narcissistic culture
that encourages self-admiration, looking out for
number one rather than looking out for one’s
neighbor. We live in an internet society that
continues to isolate us more and more from one
another, where social media swallows up our
children and takes away their identity. We live
in a culture where the largest church in our
country attracts so many because of its false
promises of prosperity and its promotion of selfadmiration.

Answers on page 8

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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St. Mark's Spring Banquet
Sunday, April 21, 2013
at 5:00 p.m.
in Fellowship Hall
The Women of St. Mark's Board have planned another
wonderful program for this year's Spring Banquet

Ministry of Hospitality Meeting
Saturday, April 13th, 2013
9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
All members of the Hospitality Team are encouraged to attend this meeting.
Activities on the agenda are:
Food for Dedication of new addition
Coffee and rolls & other goodies will be served.

Our theme is

Inspiring Women of Faith
Through Stories and Songs
Tickets will go on sale after March 31st. Contact one of
these Women of St. Mark's Board members for your tickets.
Bridgette Otterbacher
Helen Binning
Amy Fontana
Marty Gregory

If you have any questions on this meeting call:
Lucille Tolonen, Team Leader
847-662-4417

Lindy Haapanen
Ida Dudleston
Ann Robert
Jeanne Norkus

Tickets:
Adults
Children 4 - 12
Children 3 and under

$10.00
$5.00
Free

Everyone is invited...so tell your relatives, friends and
neighbors...then let us entertain you!

See Erv Uhlman for Car Pooling
to the Concert.
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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“Come, Grow, Share.”

Mission Interpreter—
You have all heard of Lutheran World Relief (LWR). But did you know there is a
group called “Friends of Lutheran World Relief“? They are inviting everyone to
their 36th annual luncheon on Friday, April 19, 2013, at Manzo’s Banquets, 1571 S.
Elmhurst Rd., Des Plaines.
The guest speaker from Lutheran World Relief in Baltimore will be Melanie
Gibbons, LWR’s Quilt and Kit Ministry Manager. Her work has led her to actively
engage with congregations and individuals who produce these resources, as well as
the recipients in this country and around the world. An important focus of her work for this year is
the “LWR 2013 Quilt Campaign, 1 year 500,000 quilts”. Each year dedicated quilters across the United States donate an average of 400,000 Mission Quilts to LWR that are distributed wherever there is
need due to disasters and poverty.
If you arrive at the luncheon at 11:00 a.m., you’ll be able to view displays of quilts and kits and
purchase fair trade items. Lunch will be served at noon. Reservations are due no later than April
12th, by sending $20 per person (checks payable to Friends of Lutheran World Relief) to Olinda Fink,
215 Marengo Ave. #2F, Forest Park, IL 60130-1611. Please include name, address and name of congregation of each person attending.
ELCA Malaria Campaign: In 2012, we had a goal of raising $4 million in the fiscal year. That
goal was exceeded ! Thanks to the diligent work of people like you, the ELCA Malaria Campaign
raised $4.2 million in 2012. Our 2013 goal is $5 million - keep up the good work.
We are also happy to announce that ELCA World Hunger met their fundraising goal of $18.5
million ! We are often asked whether or not the ELCA Malaria Campaign is taking money away
from ELCA World Hunger. With both campaigns meeting their 2012 fundraising goals, it is safe to
say that the campaigns are mutually beneficial and complement one another. It is our hope that the
two campaigns uplift one another, and so far this seems to be the case.
World Malaria Day is April 25th. You are invited to join ELCA members across this church in
observing World Malaria Day through the ELCA Malaria Campaign on Sunday, April 28 th. Be prepared for special activities and please come with an open heart.
Erv Uhlman, Mission Interpreter

Recipes Needed
Everyone likes a good recipe...
If you will take this opportunity to share one or more of yours with the Ministry of Hospitality
Team, then we can start putting together a new St. Mark's Cook Book.
A box will be placed in the Narthex marked Cook Book Recipes for you to drop the recipes in. But
please, type them if you will. This will make for less mistakes as they are retyped for the cook book.
And don't forget to put your name on it.
We are looking forward to the many kinds of foods that will go into the new cook book and we
thank you for your help in putting this project together..
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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New Members

“Come, Grow, Share.”

WSM Bible Study

On February 24th, 2013 we welcomed new
members: Peter Reinier

Friday, April 12, 2013
10 a.m. and/or 5:30 p.m. at
Ida Dudleston’s home.
Paul and Barnabas have
returned to Antioch (Acts 14:21-28) after
traveling many miles to share the good news of
Jesus Christ. “They called the church together
and related all that God had done with them,
and how he had opened a door of faith for the
Gentiles”….We will study these verses and
then identify one more things that God has
done in our lives. What are our stories of faith?

Cindy & Tim Kasper

All are welcome.

Dorothy & Dr. Gil Mackey

NEIC Scouting for Food
One of the recent service projects of the Scouts
was to collect and purchase food for C.O.O.L.
Pantries. A van load of food was donated in
March of 2013.

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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“Come, Grow, Share.”

Dedication Weekend May 4-5, 2013
The new additions are complete! We are busy putting the final touches on them and are
ready for their dedication. Our dedication weekend of events will take place on:

Saturday, May 4th
&
Sunday May 5th

Appreciation Dinner Saturday, May 4th. Doors open at 5:00 p.m. Dinner at 6 p.m.
There will be an appreciation dinner held at St. Mark’s on Saturday, May 4th in which we will
honor those involved in the building project. Since we want to “baptize” our new fellowship
space, the dinner will be held in the Fellowship Hall at St. Mark’s. The seating will therefore
be limited to 200 people. Reservations will be taken on a first come, first serve basis. If you
would like to attend, please make your RSVP on the appreciation dinner sign up sheet in the
narthex. There will be a free-will offering taken to help subsidize this event.

Dedication Worship Sunday, May 5th, 9:45 a.m.
On Sunday, May 5th, we will gather around Word and Sacrament to give thanks to Almighty
God for the precious gift of the new facilities we have received. We would like all members to
make a concerted effort to invite others to attend this special worship service.

Open House, Sunday May 5th, 1:00—4:00 p.m.
The public is invited to attend an open house on Sunday afternoon of this dedication weekend. Please help spread the word. Our ministry teams will serve as hosts for this event and
there will be light refreshments.

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Confirmation 7pm Reflections in the
Yarns of
Season Noon
Compassion 7pm A.A. 7 pm
Tech Team 7pm

Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship 9:45am
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Confirmation 7pm

Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship 9:45am

Confirmation 7pm

28

Banquet 5 pm

9:30 am
Worship 9:45am
WSM Spring

21 Sunday School 22

15

14

30

23

16

HOA Meeting
Election All Day
6:30 pm
Church Council 7
Confirmation 7 pm pm
AA 7 pm

9:30 am
Worship 9:45am
Youth Choir
Practice

9 Consolidated

Reflections in the
Spirit 7 pm
A.A. 7 pm

8

2

WSM 7:00 pm

Tue

1

Mon

7 Sunday School

Sun

Cub Scouts
6:30 pm
Reflections in the
Word 7pm
A.A. 7pm

24

Cub Scouts
6:30 pm
Reflections in the
Word 7pm
A.A> 7pm

17

Cub Scouts
6:30 pm
Reflections in the
Word 7 pm
AA 7 pm

10

Cub Scouts
6:30 pm
Reflections in the
Word 7pm
A.A> 7pm

3

Wed

Choir & Praise
Band 7pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

25

Gurnee
Meadows 1 pm
Choir & Praise
Band 7pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

18

DMW 6 pm
Choir & Praise
Band 7pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

11

Choir & Praise
Band 7 pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

4

Thu

26

19

WSM Bible Study
at Ida Dudleston’s
10am & 5:30 pm

12

5

Fri

27

Party
Monique Brikha
Quinceanera 4 pm

20 Tuesday A.A.

Breakfast 8 am
Hospitality 9:30am
Eagle Scout
Ceremony 11:30am

13 Men’s Prayer

Prayer Team 9:00
am

6

Sat

2013
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Serving Us This Month
Lectors
Sundays

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087
Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-4016
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com

04/07
04/14
04/21
04/28

Acolyte
Sundays
Jill Shepherd
Ted Wells
Al Dudleston
Bridgette Otterbacher

Assisting Minister
John Meyer (1st & 3rd Sundays)

Communion Assistant
Genie Durand (2nd & 4th Sundays)

Altar Guild
Julie Wendorf, Karen Yocius, Wayne & Ann
Kottka

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday
School
9:30 a.m.

Ushers
Mario Garza & Lise Myllymaki

Offering Counters
04/07
04/14
04/21
04/28

Kristen Trukova & TBD
Al Dudleston & Wayne Voss
Al Dudleston & Don Fontana
Jensea Chromy & Laura Swanson

The Messenger

04/07
04/14
04/21
04/28

Sophia Diaz
Chantal Brikha
Evelyn Fontana
Annika Swanson

Projectionists
Sundays
04/07
04/14
04/21
04/28

Kathryn Kottka
Monique Brikha
Cody Ammons
Magnus Swanson

Sound Technicians
Sundays
04/07
04/14
04/21
04/28

Giovanni Diaz
Cassidy Smith
Nick Fontana
Dan Nicklas

stamp

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087-1343
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