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Pastor

Pentecost, Confirmation, New Members and
Renewed Membership
What do all these things have in common? The month of May! The month of
May is dedicated to the Holy Spirit...the voice of Jesus, who comes to lead us
into all truth!
On Sunday, May 15th we celebrate the birthday of
the Church; the coming of the promised Holy
Spirit. That Spirit which Jesus promises will help
lead us into (new) all truth! John 14: 25I have said
these things to you while I am still with you. 26But
the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, will teach you everything,
and remind you of all that I have said to you.
On Sunday, May 15th three of our young people
(Evelyn Fontana, Emily Hanratty, Arielle Jones) will
confirm their baptismal vows in the rite of confirmation! We congratulate their parents, their sponsors
and St. Mark’s congregation for supporting them in
their journey to this very important day.
On Saturday, May 21st, Pastor Koth will lead a
class on membership at St. Mark’s. If you are interested in attending, please contact the church office
and preregister (see all contact resources in
column to the right).
“What about you?” How will you renew your
Spirit? Start by renewing your baptismal vows,
your devotion to the Ministry of St. Mark’s, and
help us welcome new people into our fellowship.
Get in the Spirit! Let your faith become your
destiny!

Laura Swanson
Youth & Family Ministry
224-619-7758
Victoriya Berezhna
Organist
Eric Aho
Director of Musical Ensembles
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Ministry
847-989-1919
Kathy Anderson
Office Manager
Ken Swanson
Facebook Page
Erv Uhlman
Mission Interpreter
Cody Ammons
Webpage master

CONTACTS
Phone:
847-623-5135
Fax: 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail: stmarkslutheran@gmail.com
Website: stmarkslutheran.us
On Facebook:
“Friends of St. Marks”
“St. Marks Youth & Family”
“St. Marks Lutheran Church”
“St. Marks Yarns of Compassion”
“God’s Work. St. Mark’s Hands”

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Come celebrate the gift
of Jesus Christ.
Grow together
in faith and love.
Share the Good News with all.
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We thank the people who have
memorialized these friends and
loved ones for their generosity.
The following gifts were given in
In Memory of:



Sulo & Helvi Wuorenma from Ruth Wuorenma
Eero Heline from Bill & Marty Gregory

Birthdays
05/06 Bridgette Otterbacher
05/07 Mario Garza
05/07 Caitlyn Maennena
05/07 James McFadden
05/07 Brian Sybrandy
05/08 Ted Wells
05/09 Karen Yocius
05/13 Garrett Voss
05/14 Leslie DeTogne
05/14 Paul Durand
05/14 Janet Smith
05/14 Payton Soling
05/14 Hunter Solita
05/15 James Vander Vere
05/17 Fred Plinke
05/20 Riley Soling
05/21 Alfred Wienke
05/22 Brooke Vander Vere
05/23 Amy Fontana
05/23 Joe Fontana
05/23 Mary Lechelt
05/23 Tristan Schmidt
05/24 Kristen Trukova
05/25 Brianna Harmon
05/27 Alson Winter
05/28 Connor Rutherford
05/31 Alexa DeTogne

Jason & Rebecca Falkinham - May 3rd
Michael & Rhonda Sybrandy—May 15th
Phillip & Rosemary Tentes—May 18th
John & Carolyn Poole—May 25th
Ken & Laura Swanson—May 25th
Glenn & Mae Smith—May 29th
Bob & Julie Harmon—May 31st

Thank you to our volunteers for making more than
95,000 red hats which were given to all babies born at
460 hospitals during February.
—Little Hats, Big Hearts—American Heart Association

If your name/s have not appeared in recognition of your birthday, wedding anniversary or a memorial gift,
please contact the church office. We want to include all celebrations and memorials.
847-623-5135
W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Mission of the Month—

Congratulations to Our Graduates

ELCA Church-wide Appeal.

8th Grade

Our mission
Marked with the cross of Christ forever, we
are claimed, gathered and sent for the sake of the world.
This is the mission statement of the ELCA. As members of
the ELCA, we believe that we are freed in Christ to serve
and love our neighbor. With our hands, we do God’s work
of restoring and reconciling communities in Jesus’ name
throughout the world.
Biblical and theological foundation
Members of the ELCA are called and privileged to
participate in God's work in the world. God calls and
empowers us for mission through baptism. As a
community of believers justified by grace through faith
(Ephesians 2:8), we do not describe mission in terms of
our own work but with reference to the healing, salvation
and restoration that God accomplishes through Christ.
We seek the guidance of the Spirit in our planning, while
expecting surprising developments and unanticipated
opportunities. Grounded in God’s love and forgiveness,
we are equipped to live and serve here and now, in the
world, with all its complexities, tensions and ambiguities.
We have the courage to explore the world as saints and
sinners who are certain of God's promises and of the
confident hope that all God's loving purposes will be
fulfilled when our risen Lord Jesus Christ returns (1 John
3:2).
Strategic directions for the ELCA churchwide
organization
The ELCA churchwide organization, working
collaboratively with congregations, synods, agencies and
institutions and other partners will give priority to:
 Accompanying congregations as growing centers for
evangelical mission; and
 Building capacity for evangelical witness and service
in the world to alleviate poverty and to work for
justice and peace.
To this end, the churchwide organization continues to
play a significant and pivotal role in the life of this church
by working with its local and global mission partners to
build, support and extend the mission of this church.

Evelyn Fontana

Emily Hanratty

High School
Monique Brikha
Graduating from Waukegan High
School. She is planning to attend
College of Lake County for main
courses and she is focused on
getting a business/accounting
degree.

Giovanni Diaz
Graduating from Warren Township
High School. He will be attending
University of Illinois at Champaign
Urbana in the fall with an
engineering physics major. He also
plans to continue his music in
various ways during his time there.

Magnus Swanson
Graduating from Waukegan High
School . He will be pursuing the
University of Illinois Engineering
Pathway at CLC this fall.

Your gift today will be used where it is needed most
through our Vision for Mission church wide offering.
Other Ways to Give
Check or money orders sent to:
ELCA Gift Processing Center
P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

Graduates We would like to honor all of our 8th Grade,
High School, and College students who are graduating this
Spring. Please submit a photo to the church office to be
included in the June Messenger.
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STEPHEN MINISTRY

thanking God for all our blessings will loosen the grip
that worry and fear have on our lives.

WORRY
‘You are not the general manager of
the universe!’
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be known to God. And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and minds in Christ. Philippians 4:6-7
“Worry is a like a rocking chair. It will give you
something to do, but it won’t get you anywhere.”
Benjamin Franklin
Take it from a worrier—worry definitely does not
get you anywhere! Some of us
may feel worry is in our DNA!
Perhaps disappointment in life or
others has kept us from living the
full and peaceful life that our
loving God intends for us.
We cannot live without concern in our lives, but
there is a difference between concern that is
necessary and good for human life and concern that
is destructive. How we cope with situations can
determine whether we live lives paralyzed by worry
or a life in which we have confidence and trust,
with God’s help that things will work out.
We may feel a responsibility to everything that goes
on around us! We may worry about things we have
no control over. The following prayer encourages
us to turn to a “power greater than ourselves,” to
our God, to sort out what we can do and not do.
The Serenity Prayer
God, grant me the serenity
To accept the things I cannot change,
Courage to change the things I can,
And wisdom to know the difference.
God is with us! You can ask Him for help with a
situation, and ask Him to help you to let go of the
worry and anxiety you are experiencing. We can
also give thanks to God! Give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ for
you. (1 Thess. 5:18) In spite of our worries,
W e b s i t e :

“For those in the throes of struggle, giving thanks is
an act of resistance. It is a fresh breath of hope. It is
a sliver of light. It gives a reason and maybe a
direction to move forward. Giving thanks keeps the
enemies locked out of your heart. It does not
depend on winning the gamble of getting something
better; it claims and cherishes what you already
have, no matter how meager or tenuous it might
appear.” Rev. Brian Hiortdahl
May the peace of the Lord, which
surpasses all understanding, be with
you,
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Leader

Illustrating Our Faith
So, what exactly is illustrating My Faith or Bible
Journaling? How do I do it? Bible journaling has become a tremendously popular new way to connect
with scripture in a creative way by combining faith
and art. How to do it is entirely up to you - write,
draw, or paint your thoughts and reflections in your
Bible or in journal. The possibilities are quite literally
endless. We’ll help you get started!!! Not particularly
“artistic”? No worries! You can use stickers & printed
papers or be bold with a splash of paint, some
beautiful lettering, or bright, colorful illustrations
with colored pencils!! Whatever method you prefer
for Bible or art journaling, the heart remains the
same - connecting with God’s Word in a fresh, new
way!! Interested?? Please join us in the Youth &
Family Wing on the 2nd or 4th Monday of each
month, even during the summer!!
Questions?
Or for more
information
please contact
Laura Swanson
or
Amy Fontana

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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COOL FOOD PANTRY—

First Communion - Dylan Schroetter, Logan

FOOD OF THE MONTH:

Schroetter, Morgan Schroetter and Emily Waight
received their First Communion on Maundy Thursday,
March 24th, 2016.

Canned Fruit

Ascension Worship
May 5th 7:00 p.m.
St. Marks is pleased
to announce that we
will be hosting the
Ascension Thursday
Worship for the North
Conference of the Metropolitan Synod
ELCA. Worship will begin at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, May 5th. Bishop Miller will be
presiding. Please mark you calendars and
plan to attend this special worship.
The risen Christ ascends into heaven and his
followers are assured that the Spirit will empower
them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The
disciples were told to not gaze up into heaven to
look for Jesus; we find his presence among us as we
proclaim the word and share the Easter feast. We
too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and
invigorate our mission.

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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The altar was adorned in beautiful spring flowers. The Youth Choir sang “Beautiful Savior”

and Arielle Jones, Taylor Neas, Abby Oye, and Magnus Swanson along with Musical Director, Eric Aho, and Andrii
Berezhnyi accompanied the hymns during worship. It was a joyous service to celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection. “He
is Risen!”

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Life Line Screening,
a leading provider
of
communitybased preventive
health screenings, will offer their affordable, noninvasive and painless health screenings at St Mark's
Evangelical Lutheran Church on 6/9/2016. Register
for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular
tests and osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139
with our member discount). All five screenings
take 60-90 minutes to complete. In order to
register for this event and to receive a $10
discount off any package priced above $129.
Please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit
www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners.

Mission Interpreter
New irrigation schemes help Ethiopian farmers deal
with climate change
(LWI) - For Kassa Adane,
63, every day is a day to
be grateful for the gift
of water. The farmer in
North Wollo, Ethiopia,
and father of eight children is one of 94 participants in an irrigation project
run by The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) in
Midaghe kebele (neighborhood) of Lasta district,
North Wollo Zone, Ethiopia.
Adane owns about one hectare of land. For centuries,
people have farmed there. But because of climate
change, rainfall has decreased and people have to
deal with droughts more frequently. The amount of
water he and his fellow farmers had at their disposition to water crops has significantly decreased. The
farmers are worried.
Irrigation makes a difference North Wollo is one of
the regions severely affected by extreme weather and
climate change. The El Nino phenomenon, already a
trial for local farmers, along with climate change,
leads to extreme weather. Spring rain is essential for
planting. None fell last year. The summer rains came
too late and were less than expected and necessary
W e b s i t e :
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for crop growth. Failed harvests were the result.
Adane was one of the lucky ones. As part of the
LWF project, the farmers built a cement irrigation
channel. Adane moved from rain-fed irrigation to a
system by which he diverts water from small
springs, and grows different vegetables and crops
on his plot of land. "The advantage of having access to irrigation water as compared to those who
haven't is incomparable,” he says.
U.S. Spring Storms – A Lutheran Disaster Relief
Update
We’ve seen many
stories in the news
of storms across the
U.S. We are there
and will be in the
weeks and months ahead through Lutheran Disaster Response. Here is a quick overview.
The Situation: Torrential rainfall, reaching more
than 2 feet in some areas, is setting records in the
South, especially Louisiana and Texas. Major river
flooding has reached historic levels, affecting
streets and highways, damaging or destroying
homes, causing thousands to evacuate, and leaving
at least five dead. More storms are predicted
across the Midwest and throughout the South in
the days and weeks ahead.
Our Response: Through congregations, synods and
disaster affiliate organizations, Lutheran Disaster
Response is working to assist those who have been
affected by the flooding. Lutheran Disaster Response’s coordinators are present, working with
local community leaders and officials to begin planning the proper responses, particularly the longterm recovery efforts. We know that this will be a
long road to recovery, and we will be there to assist through every phase of this disaster recovery
process. Your gifts are needed to begin relief
efforts.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

Erv Uhlman
Mission Interpreter
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Dear Women of St. Mark’s
St. Mark’s Church is amazing in the many ways you
bless Waukegan to College. We are grateful for all
that the congregation does to help W2C students and
their families, for your talented and tireless
volunteers and your generous financial support.
Because of your support, W2C has been able to
continue to grow and help students realize their
college dreams. As graduating senior Magruilio
Zuniga said, “As a freshman I didn’t see myself going
to college. Without the help of mentors and W2C I
wouldn’t be going to Pomona College.”
Our results for last year included:
 W2C has five college graduates, Evelin Serrano,
Carroll University, Fernando Acosta and Luis
Tinoco, University of the South, Paola Castillo and
Angel Tanais, Lake Forest College
 50 college students completed another year of
studies
 Since 2010, all W2C students have graduated high
school and matriculated to college
 More than 72% of W2C students have either
maintained A’s or B’s in English or improved their
grades; 65% of W2C students either maintained
A’s or B’s in math or improved their grades
 W2C grew to 80 students in 2014-15 up from 25 in
2009
Thank you for the very generous $900 donation. This
gift will help us continue to develop our program and
increase the number of students we can set on a path
to college! Together, we are creating brighter futures
for students, families and the community by preparing
students to enroll in and graduate from college.
Sincerely,
Elyse Danckers
Executive Director
W e b s i t e :

Dear Members of St. Mark’s Yarns of Compassion,
Thank you so much for not only your warm wishes,
but also your warm hats, scarves, and blankets! My
class was so thankful for the beautiful, handmade
winter-wear. Your group has blessed my class for a
few years now and I am truly grateful.
Fondly,
Janice Taylor
East Elementary School

Youth & Family Ministry Team
Dear Friends,
On behalf of COOL and those we serve, I would like
to express our sincere gratitude for your Youth
Souper Bowl of Caring donation of $350.00. We are
blessed by your kindness.
Individuals thought Lake County struggle daily to
provide basic necessities (food and shelter) for their
families. In 2015 the COOL Food Pantries provided
food to 72,391 individuals for a total of 868,692
meals.
Our new location for Pantry East at 800 W Glen Flora
Ave in Waukegan provides much needed increased
area for food storage, easier access for unloading
delivery trucks, more lobby space for our pantry visitors, and efficient office space for the staff. All these
improvements mean that COOL can be of even
greater service to those who come to us seeking assistance.
Thank you for your help in carrying out our mission
of service to those less fortunate. Your support affirms out efforts and your willingness to answer our
call for help is truly a blessing to this ministry.
Warmest regards,
Diane Thackston
Executive Director

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Spare Change Sundays

Donation to COOL

Do you have spare change weighing down your pockets or purse? How about your couch cushions or the
seat of your car? The St. Mark's Youth is looking for
your loose change!!! We have declared the final Sunday of each month as "Spare Change Sunday!!" please
bring your spare change in and deposit it in our bucket
outside the Sanctuary. We will be using that spare
change to make a donation to the Youth Ministry.
THANKS!!

Madison Falkinham, for her 9th birthday, asked for
canned/dry goods to donate to Cool Food Pantry. A
great example of “God’s Work. St. Marks Hands.”

Vacation Bible School 2016
Mark your calendars for this Summer’s
VBS—It will start Monday, July 11th and run
through Friday, July 15th, from 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. each evening.
WSM Bible Study
This study will not meet again until next fall.
The first session will be on Friday, September
8th. Remember Paul’s words to the Philippians
(4:6-7) “Don’t worry about anything; pray
about everything. Tell God what you need, and
thank him for all he has done. If you do this,
you will experience God’s peace, which is far
more wonderful than the human mind can
understand. “
God’s peace be with
you until we meet
again.
Ida Dudleston
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

W e b s i t e :
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Testify 6pm

Worship 9:45am

29

Youth & Family Bake
Sale after worship

30 OFFICE CLOSED

Gurnee Meadows
Worship 1pm
Choir 7pm
Boy Scouts 7pm

Reflections in the
Word 7pm

AA 7pm

31

Choir 7pm

Cub Scouts 7pm

AA 7pm

Boy Scouts 7pm

26

25

Cub Scouts 7pm

19

24

AA 7pm

Yarns of Compassion
7pm

22 Last Day of Sunday 23
School—9:30 am
Illustrating Our Faith
Worship 9:45am
7pm

15 No Sunday School
Worship 9:45am

Boy Scouts 7pm

Choir 7pm

12

5 WORSHIP 7 pm

Thu

18

Cub Scouts 7pm

Church Council 7pm

Worship 9:45am
17

Reflections in the
Word 7pm

Reflections in the
Season NOON

Illustrating Our Faith
7pm

16

11

10 AA 7pm

9

8

Sunday School 9:30am

Cub Scouts 7pm

Reflections in the
Spirit 7pm

Reflections in the
Word 7pm

4

Wed

Worship 9:45am

3

Tue
AA 7pm

2

Mon

Sunday School 9:30am WSM 7pm

1

Sun

27

20

13

6

Fri

28

9:30 –12:00 p.m.

New Members Class

21

Confirmation
Rehearsal & Photos
9:30 am

14

Prayer Team 9am

7

Sat
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Serving Us This Month
Lectors

Sundays

05/01

Janet Meyer

05/08

Jill Shepherd

05/15

Lucille Tolonen

St. Mark's Lutheran Church

05/22

Laura Swanson

3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087

05/29

Jan Smith

Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com

Assisting Minister

05/01

Emily Hanratty & Emily Waight

05/08

Saula Chromy & Morgan Schroetter

05/15

Ethan Schroetter & Saula Chromy

05/22

Emily Hanratty & Brandon Neas

05/29

Arielle Jones & David Sparesus

Paul Durand (1st and 3rd Sundays)

Projectionists Sundays
05/01

Sophia Diaz

Communion Assistant

05/08

Zachary Ammons

05/15

Chantal Brikha

05/22

Taylor Neas

05/29

Annika Swanson

Magnus Swanson (2nd, 4th & 5th
Sundays)

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Sept.—May

Acolyte s Sundays

Altar Guild
Jack & Sue Broemelkamp

Sound Technicians

Ushers

05/01

Giovanni Diaz

Tom & Julie Wendorf

05/08

Matthew Hopkins

05/15

Giovanni Diaz

05/22

Evelyn Fontana

05/29

Danyel Sparesus

Sunday School Teachers
05/01

Amy Fontana, Kris Koth,
Laura Swanson,

05/08

Jensea Chromy, Kristen
Trukova

Ascension Worship May 5th—7 p.m.
Acolytes:

Evelyn Fontana & Annika Swanson

Projection: Magnus Swanson
Sound:

THE M ESSENGER
St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087-1343

Nick Fontana
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