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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
  

Come celebrate the gift  
of Jesus Christ. 
Grow together  

in faith and love.  
Share the Good News with all.  
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From the Pastor... 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

On the window of the narthex are now pictured opportunities for giving.  These 
items on display are part of an effort of our Property and Grounds Ministry Team 
to keep our facility in good working order and appearance.   
 
On the sheets of paper you will find the price of the items needed, along with its 
cost. If you would like to donate one (more) of these items, simply take down the 
sheet(s) of paper from the window and place the itemized sheet into an enve-
lope, along with your check made out to St. Mark’s Ev. Lutheran Church!  
Place that envelope in the offering plate, or in the offering box on the narthex 
wall.  
 
By dividing these substantial expenses into smaller portions, we hope that every-
one will be able to help. 
 
Thank you in advance for your generosity and devotion to this ministry!   
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Birthdays 
07/01 Aaro Illi  

07/01 Oubree Schladt  

07/04 Jonathan Aaltonen  

07/04 Craig Soling   

07/06 Alice Harju   

07/08 Lauren Truby   

07/10 Jeremy Heredia 

07/10 Angelika Solita   

07/12 Morgan Rutherford 

07/14 Madelyn Moisant 

07/14 Brandon Neas 

07/16 Nicole Harris  

07/16 Anthony Myllymaki   

07/17 Arielle Jones   

07/17 Helen Ostman   

07/18 Loren Congdon   

07/22 Sharon Chand   

07/27 Steven Ahonen   

07/28 Sally Closs   

07/28 Gregory DeTogne   

07/28 Gregory DeTogne  

07/29 Betty Nicklas    
  

If your name/s have not appeared in recognition of 
your birthday, wedding anniversary or a memorial 
gift, please contact the church office.  We want to 

include all celebrations and  memorials.    

847-623-5135   

We thank the people who have 
memorialized these friends and 
loved ones for their generosity. 

The following gifts were given in 
In Memory of: 
 
 Delores Schild from Bob & Helen Ostman, Howe School 

 Martha DeTogne from Nancy Inskeep, Jill Shepherd, 
Paavo & Helena Pelkonen, Bob & Helen Ostman, Lucille 
Tolonen, Thomas & Gail Plinke, Alfred & Eleanore Wienke 

 Phyllis Stonelake from Don & Doris Paroube, Nancy & 
Don Sponenberg, Marie Heyden, Gary & Linda Heyden, 
Bob & Helen Ostman 

07/01 Marcio & Elise Diaz 

07/01 Jerry & Kathy Haapanen 

07/04 Earl & Laverne Laine 

07/18 Dan & Jennifer Voss 

07/22 Jeff & Patricia Sparesus 

07/30 Karl & Karen Nicholas  
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Mission of the Month— ELCA World 
Hunger 
Today, 1 in 9 people live in extreme poverty, living 
on less than $1.90 a day. In the United States, 46.7 
million Americans live in poverty and 795 million 
people around the world do not know where their 
next meal is coming from. As members of the ELCA, 
we are called to respond. Your gifts to ELCA World 
Hunger help our church creatively and courageously 
work toward a world of justice in which all are fed. 

GLOBAL NETWORK. LOCAL APPROACH. 

We walk alongside our Lutheran partners and 
companions in the United States and in nearly 60 
countries to find solutions to unique challenges 
within the local context. We start by listening to our 
neighbors and learning how we can accompany 
them to help break the cycle of hunger and poverty 
– for good. 

YOUR GIFTS. YOUR CHURCH. 

TRANSFORMING THE WORLD. 

ELCA World Hunger has been working to address 
hunger and poverty through education, advocacy, 
relief and development for 42 years. From 
microloans to health clinics, water wells to animal 
husbandry, your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support 
innovative solutions that get at the root causes of 
hunger. And they don’t stop there. We engage 
Lutherans in advocacy and hunger education to act 
and speak in ways that can make a difference. 
Through this comprehensive approach, we address 
hunger from all angles, locally and around the world. 

Our goal for 2016 is to raise $24 million to support the 
work of our worldwide network of companion 
churches and partners in the fight to end hunger. We 
rely on your gifts. ELCA World Hunger is funded solely 
by gifts from ELCA members and congregations like 
yours. More than 90 cents of each dollar you give to 
ELCA World Hunger goes to directly support 
programmatic work, with less than 10 cents of every 
dollar used for program administration and 
fundraising. Thank you for making this work possible 
through learning, action, prayer and giving. 

WSM Bible Study  
This study will not meet again until next fall.  
The first session will be on Friday, September 
8th.  Remember Paul’s words to the 
Philippians (4:6-7) “Don’t worry about 
anything; pray about everything.  Tell God 
what you need, and thank him for all he has 
done.  If you do this, you will experience God’s 
peace, which is far more wonderful than the 
human mind can understand. “  

God’s peace be with 
you until we meet 
again. 

Ida Dudleston 
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he made arrangements for the three of them to go 
on vacation to a place in the Catskills where they 
used to go when Dan’s mother was alive.  Dan 
dreaded going back there, especially with his 
stepmother.   But he appreciated how much his 
dad was trying to keep their old closeness, so he 
agreed to go. 

When they got to the place, however, a wave of 
nostalgia overcame Dan.  He excused himself and 
went to the cottage that they used to rent when 
his mother was alive.  He sat down on the steps 
with his head in his hands.  Memories from the 
past flooded over him like a torrent.  After a short 
while his dad came along 
and sat down beside him.  
And for about twenty 
minutes, they both sat 
there in silence.  Then his 
dad put his arm around his 
shoulder and he said:  “Dan, I know how you feel.  I 
know.  I loved her too!”  And they both sat there 
and cried—unashamedly. 

This man knew how to listen.  He put aside his 
point of view for the moment and took on his son’s 
own point of view.  And in doing that, he felt his 
son’s pain.  The young priest told me later:  “Jim, I 
never loved him so much, as I did at that 
moment!” 

The story above demonstrates 4 crucial steps to 
good listening: 

1.  Stepping out of my world 
2.  Stepping into your world 
3.  Sensing your deepest feelings 
4.  Giving an adequate response 

May we be fully present when we are with others, 
having our minds and hearts open to them. 

God’s peace and love to you, 
Jill Shepherd 

Stephen Leader 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
LISTENING 

‘An Irreplaceable Kindness” 
 
Like one who takes away a garment on a cold day,  

Or like vinegar poured on soda, is one who sings 
songs to a heavy heart.  Proverbs 25:20 

 

Sometimes, instead of comforting a grieving 
person, we make him feel worse by saying the 
“wrong thing.”  Sometimes, simply being present 
with a hurting person is enough.  Your quiet 
presence can communicate to the other that he or 
she is valued, precious and beloved. 

We learn in Stephen Ministry that silence is one 
response to a person who is suffering.  Silence can 
be very uncomfortable for many of us, but we can 
quietly tell the silent person something like, “I don’t 
know what to say or do right now, so I’ll just be 
here with you if that’s okay.”  You can use the quiet 
to pray silently for the hurting person and to ask for 
guidance in your caring.  You can respond by taking 
the person’s hand or giving them a hug. 

In his book, The Good Listener, Fr. James Sullivan 
tells us sensitive listening--seeking to understand 
and appreciate another’s feelings--can be an 
“irreplaceable kindness.”  It can heal painful 
wounds.  Rev. Joellen Hosler from the Samaritan 
Counseling Center calls listening “hearing one 
another into healing.”  Through her work with 
clients and as a pastor, she has learned that 
listening is the single most important things we can 
do for loved ones. 

Following is a story from The Good Listener that 
demonstrates good listening: 

Some years ago I worked with a young priest, 
Dan, who had been very depressed since the 
death of his mother a few years before.  What 
made it harder for him was that his dad 
remarried, and the young priest just couldn’t take 
to the second wife.  As a result, he went home 
less often.  This hurt his dad a great deal.  He 
loved Dan and hated to see him pulling away.  So 
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COOL FOOD  
PANTRY— 
FOOD OF THE MONTH:  

 Peanut Butter 
  

Holden Evening Holden Evening 
PrayerPrayer  
7 p.m.7 p.m.  

WSM Special Board Meeting 

The WSM Board will be holding a special AD-
HOC meeting on Tuesday, July 5th at 7 p.m. 

Youth & Family Car Wash 
On Father’s Day—June 19th, a car wash was 
held to raise funds for Youth and Family in-
cluding the 2016 VBS.  Thank you to everyone 
who helped with the car wash & a big thank 
you to our customers.  We made $468.00!!!! 
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New Members Received On June 12th we received new members, Carol Bradbury, 
Dottie (Dorothy) Koeller, Valerie Johnson & William Stenson 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Dottie (Dorothy)  
Koeller   
 I am a mother 
of 9, Grandma of 
26—24 Great & 2 
Great, Great Grand-
children.  I was a stay 
at home Mom.  My Hubby is making crafts 
for holidays and passing them out to my 
neighbors.  I joined St. Marks! 

Carol Bonnes & Lucille Tolonen invited me to 
come to a Sunday Service.  From Day One 
there was such a Great feeling of being Wel-
comed.  I knew then I wanted to be a mem-
ber. 

 

Carol Bradbury 

 

Valerie Johnson 

 I have two 
beautiful children, 
Oubree, age 10, 
and Alexander, age 
4.  I am about to 
be married to a 

wonderful man, William Stenson III.  I work 
at Walmart as a customer service associ-
ate.  I love being outside with my family, 
playing with my kids.  The reason I am re-
joining St. Mark’s church is to find my faith 
again. 

 

 

 

William Stenson 

 I am a dedi-
cated family man 
who works various 
jobs during the 
year to provide for 

them.  I enjoy many activities including 
drawing, painting, learning new cooking 
recipes.  I am joining to provide an environ-
ment of growth for my family. 
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Five Loaves and Two Fish - Dan Dorman (on video) 
Kidz Express - Rev. Kathy Nolte 
Lutheran Suicide Prevention Network - Sue Cahalan 
Antiracism Team - Barbara Wahler, Ken Duckmann, 
& Michael Russell 
Walk for Water - Maggie Paulson 

Thanks to all for doing a great job of sharing their stories.  
We will have them posted shortly.  Mark your calendar 
now for the 2017 Assembly that will be held June 9 and 
10 at the Tinley Park Convention Center.  

 
Sharing the “Good Works” of LSSI 
There Are No Children Here is a 1992 biography by Alex 
Kotlowitz that describes the experiences of two brothers 
growing up in a Chicago public housing development. 
The title comes from what the boys’ mother told 
Kotlowitz about the violent and bleak environment in 
which her family lived.  “But you know, there are no 
children here. They've seen too much to be 
children.” (LaJoe Rivers) 

LSSI social workers know many children who have seen 
too much. Our organization is the largest provider of fos-
ter care in the state, with 2,000 children in LSSI’s care at 
any one time.  “These children are almost always much 
younger emotionally than their chronological age” says 
Master Child Welfare Specialist Erin Clark-Benedict. “I 
have seen 12-year-olds who acted more like they were 6. 
They get stuck where they were when the trauma oc-
curred. Who will take care of me? Will I have food? Will 
it be safe at home?” 

It isn’t easy to work with children who have learned that 
adults cannot be trusted, but it can be the most valuable 
experience of one’s life. Ron went from being a foster 
child to becoming a foster parent. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=GC08AGc2z08. The video is a great story that 
we can share about the work of LSSI and the importance 
of supporting the work being done through foster care 
and many other programs now and in the future. 

- Erv Uhlman 

We had a very successful 
2016 synod assembly June 
10-11, 2016, at the Tinley 
Park Convention Center. 
Well over 500 people were 
in attendance. Worship on 
Friday evening and during 
the sessions was inspiring 

as were the greetings from representative of other de-
nominations.  During the business session we passed a 
budget of $2.97million and three resolutions were 
passed.  They were: 

 RES. 01-16 Persecuted Christians *That calls on 
members to pray for persecuted Christians and those 
who oppress them and that the MCS call for study of 
persecution, call on the President and Congress to 
raise concern over the persecution  and oppose hu-
man rights violations.  Also that MCS memorialize the 
ELCA to pass the resolution. 

 RES. 02-16 Lutheran Advocacy * A revised version of 
this resolution passed that calls for a task force to de-
velop a plan and work with other IL synods to restore 
Lutheran Advocacy - IL 

 RES. 03-16 ELCA World Hunger * Endorses a chal-
lenge for the MCS to raise $1 million for World 
Hunger by October 31, 2017. 

 The MCS Latino Strategy was also adopted. 

Inspiring presentations by Bishop 
Miller, Beth Lewis, CEO of Augsburg 
Fortress, Churchwide Representa-
tive  The Rev. Rafael Malpica 
Padilla, Executive Director, Global 
Mission and others. Displays and 
workshops shared information on 
may of our ministries.  The Mission Moments were again 
a highlight of the Assembly.  They included:  

Advocacy - Ken Olson 
World Hunger - Rev. JoAnn Post 
RefugeeOne - Greg Hammond 

http://www.mcselca.org/assembly/
http://www.mcselca.org/assets/Resolution_01_16_Persecuted_Christians.pdf
http://www.mcselca.org/assets/Resolution_02_16_Lutheran_Advocacy.pdf
http://www.mcselca.org/assets/Resolution_03_16_ELCA_Hunger_Challenge.pdf
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Dear St Mark’s 
As the 2015-16 school year comes to a close, we will 
enjoy celebrating the successes of all of our students, 
especially the ten seniors who plan to attend Arrupe 
College, Beloit College, Dominican University, Eastern 
Illinois University, Eastern Michigan University, North-
ern Illinois University, Northwestern University, West-
ern Illinois University, and York College.  We see 
bright futures for these students as they pursue stud-
ies in many different fields.  We are grateful for the 
ongoing support from St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
that helps make this possible.  As college freshman, 
Magruilio Zuniga said, “As a high school freshman I 
didn’t see myself going to college.  Without the help 
of mentors and W2C I wouldn’t be going to Pomona 
College.” 

Thank you for your continued support and your most 
recent donation of $199.00.  This donation will help  
us continue to grow our program and increase the 
number of students we can set on a path for college!  
We are just completing our intake process and are 
very excited about the families we will welcome to 
the program in August.  The generosity of St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church is truly a blessing! 

Sincerely, 
Elyse Danckers 

Executive Director 
 
Dear St. Mark’s 

    As a recipient of the Meyers Scholarship for this 
year, I would like to say thank you for the honor and 
for the finances to assist in my further education. I 
have already begun using the money to pay for a 
summer course at my college.  

Thank you again, 
Magnus Swanson 

Dear St. Mark’s 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for award-
ing me with the Marlin H. Meyer Scholarship.  This 
will help me greatly with college tuition. 

Love, 
Monique Brikha 

 

Thank You . . . You Made a Difference 

Your generous support helps us to continue to 
serve people experiencing homelessness. 

We could not do this work without your kindness. 

Thank you! 
Meghan Powell-Filler, 

Deputy Executive Director 
 

Dear Friends, 
It is with sincere appreciation that we acknowledge 
your generous donation to the COOL Ministries in 
the amount of $416.00 for May 2016.  We are 
blessed by your kindness and generosity and would 
like to thank all that made this donation possible. 

Warmest Regards, 
Diane Thackston, 

Executive  Director 

Thanks to all who donated to our 
Youth and Family Ministry by picking 
up a Mother Hen and Her Chicks 
plant.  Because of your generosity 

$85.00 was presented to the Youth and Family Minis-
try. 

 Thank you again… 

our compassionate church family came through as 
always.       

 God bless our Youth  

and everyone of you! 
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Vacation Bible School 2016   
Mark your calendars for this Summer’s VBS—It will 
start Monday, July 11th and run through Thursday,  
July  14th,  from  6  p.m. to 8:30 p.m. each evening. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We will need to borrow: 

 Norwegian Artifacts 
 Leaf Blower 
 Small pop-up canopy tent 
 White Rope Lights 
Supplies we will need: 
 White flameless (battery powered) candles 
 Flameless Tea Light Candles 
 2 Plastic Kiddie Pools 
 Large Blue Plastic Drop cloth 
 Large Canvas Tarp 
 Large Rope (for tug-of-war) 
 Empty 16 ounce plastic bottles 
 Clear plastic shoe box size containers 
 Old Solid Color Sheets 
 Clear Wide Mouth Jars 
 Brown Construction Paper 
 2 Clear Glass Cylinder Vases 
If you would like to make a donation of money or 
gift cards that would be greatly appreciated as 
well!! We will need to buy supplies for 
snack. Walmart or Jewel gift cards would be very 
helpful!! Thank you again for your support of our 
program!! 

Honduras New Baby Project 
 From those who have so much... 

        To those who have so little. 

  

Women of St. Mark’s latest mission is a plea 
for slightly used baby clothes in sizes 0 to 6 
months (please no new baby clothes) for ba-
bies born in  Honduras.. 

  

Many mothers in Honduras are 
unable to provide clothes to bring 
their new born babies home from 
the hospital in.  Stop now and 
think how you would feel if you 

had to bring your new born baby home naked.  
That’s right...naked.  These mothers need our 
help and help from others like us. 

  

Keep in mind the weather in Honduras is hot 
continuously throughout the year...so please 
look for clothes that are light-weight in sizes 0 
to 6 months.    

  

Please bring the donation of baby clothes to 
St. Mark’s and put them into a donation box 
that is marked: 

  

Honduras New Baby Project.    
  
  

Women of St. Mark’s Board thanks you for 
your support in this project and the women of 
Honduras will be grateful. 
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Office Closed 



St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
3350 North Delany Rd. 
Waukegan, IL. 60087 

  
Phone 847-623-5135  
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First) 
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com  

Worship 
Sundays  
9:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
 9:30 a.m. 
Sept.—May 
  

Serving Us This Month 
Lectors      Sundays      
07/03 Ken Swanson 
07/10 Nancy Inskeep 
07/17 Grace Brikha 
07/24 Jan Smith 
07/31 Julie Wendorf 
 
Assisting Minister             
Eric Aho (1st and 3rd Sundays) 
 

Communion Assistant 
Georgia Benson (2nd, 4th & 5th 
Sundays) 
 

Altar Guild  
Carol Bonnes, Ardell & Kirsten Koch, 
Jeri Ross 
 
Ushers  
 To Be Determined 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acolyte s    Sundays 
07/03  Arielle Jones & David Sparesus 

07/10  Saula Chromy & Emily Waight 

07/17   Saula Chromy & Brandon Neas 

07/24  Arielle Jones & Morgan Schroetter 

07/31  Ethan Schroetter & Dylan Schroetter 

 Projectionists  Sundays 
07/03  Sophia Diaz 

07/10  Abigail Oye 

07/17  Monique Brikha 

07/24  Annika Swanson 

07/31  Chantal Brikha 

 Sound Technicians     
07/03  Danyel Sparesus 

07/10  Andrew Oye 

07/17  Matthew Hopkins 

07/24  Magnus Swanson 

07/31  Nick Fontana 

  Worship on Wednesdays  
07/06  Evan Lundtveit & Matthew Hopkins 

07/13  Evelyn Fontana & Nick Fontana 

07/20  Logan Schroetter & Evelyn Fontana 

07/27  David Sparesus & Danyel Sparesus 
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