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CONTACTS
Outdoor worship will begin at 9:45 a.m. with our Stepping Stone Sunday. We will be having a blessing of
the backpacks during worship. Children, Teachers, College Students remember to bring your backpacks to
be blessed. Picnic activities following the service include Games & Fellowship. Please Sign Up in the Narthex and let us know how many will attend and what
dish you are bringing to share.

Van Patton Woods Forest Preserve
Hwys. 173 & 41 in Wadsworth
Shelter B

Phone:
847-623-5135
Fax: 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail: stmarkslutheran@gmail.com
Website: stmarkslutheran.us
On Facebook:
“Friends of St. Marks”
“St. Marks Youth & Family”
“St. Marks Lutheran Church”
“St. Marks Yarns of Compassion”
“God’s Work. St. Mark’s Hands”

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Come celebrate the gift
of Jesus Christ.
Grow together
in faith and love.
Share the Good News with all.
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09/01 Maubra Taylor
09/05 Ryan Hopkins
09/05 Renner Neas
09/06 Henna Granvik
09/08 Jill Shepherd
09/08 Dean Stelter
09/09 Ann Roberts
09/11 Philip Tentes
09/15 Marilyn Bobb
09/15 Anastasia Boots
09/15 Linda Londo
09/15 Renner Neas

09/15 Julie Suchomel
09/16 Janet Meyer
09/18 Dana Lundtveit
09/18 Glenn Raykiewicz
09/18 Carrie Steckl
09/19 Susan Truby
09/20 Rhonda Sybrandy
09/21 Payton Naus
09/21 Jeffrey Taylor
09/23 Erin Hopkins
09/23 Daniel Nicklas
09/26 Paavo Pelkonen
09/26 Jennifer Theis
09/26 Joel Vander Vere
09/27 Laura Swanson
09/28 Kirsten Koch
09/30 Jamie Stacey

1st
3rd
4th
10th
10th
15th
17th
17th
18th
18th
21st
26th
30th

Thomas & Gail Plinke
Kurt & Kathy Schild, III
Tim & Cindy Kasper
Julio & Leslie Heredia
Loren & Erin Lundtveit
Loren & Margaret Congdon
Randy & Jennifer Theis
Todd & Melissa Wittry
Michael & Elizabeth Spengler
Ted & Anita Wells
Dave & Jean Norkus
Joe & Ruth Fontana
Jon & Jane Oye

We thank the people who have memorialized these friends and
loved ones for their generosity.
The following gifts were given in In Memory of:

In loving memory of Sandy’s Dad, Clarence Mitten, for his
September 23rd birthday from Sandy & Ken Falkinham


In loving memory of grandson, Brent Falkinham, for his September 24th birthday from Ken
& Sandy Falkinham



Wayne Matthews Luosa from Sharon A. Giannetto and Greg A. Foltz, Dale & Alberta
Jackson, the Ben Miller Family
If your name/s have not appeared in
recognition of your birthday, wedding
anniversary or a memorial gift, please
contact the church office. We want to
include all celebrations and memorials.

New Address & Phone Number
Carol Suomu
3160 Woodland Drive
Zion, IL 60099
224-789-5542

847-623-5135
W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Mission of the Month— Bethel New Life
Bethel New Life is a 501c3 non-profit organization
based in Chicago, Illinois.
Formed by a small Lutheran church on the West Side
of Chicago in response to the devastation and
disinvestment that followed the civil rights riots of
the late 1960s, Bethel New Life has been in the
business of creating social impact and community
change for more than three decades.
Mission—To realize God’s vision of a restored
society by creating opportunities for individuals and
families to invest in themselves and by promoting
policies and systems that help communities thrive.

“Come, Grow, Share.”

Please help Bethel New Life continue its
mission by giving to this Mission of the
Month.

COOL FOOD
PANTRY—
FOOD OF THE MONTH:

Canned Fruit

Vision—“If you put an end to oppression, to every
gesture of contempt, and to every evil word; if you
give food to the hungry and satisfy those who are in
need, then the darkness around you will turn to the
brightness of noon. And I will always guide you and
satisfy you with good things. I will keep you strong
and well. You will be like a garden that has plenty of
water, like a spring of water that never goes dry.
Your people will rebuild what has long been in ruins,
building again on the old foundations. You will be
known as the people who rebuilt the walls, who
restored the ruined houses.”
Isaiah 58::9-12
Today, Bethel is focused on connecting the economy
of the West Side to the larger region, improving the
capacity of the West Side to benefit from
investment, and creating opportunities to bring
individuals and families out of poverty through a
focus on education and jobs creation. Since 1979,
Bethel has earned a national reputation for cutting
edge initiatives and pioneering approaches that build
on the people, physical assets, and faith base of the
community.
W e b s i t e :

Matthew Oye (front row, 2nd from left) performing
last June 4th with the University of Chicago Men's
Acapella Choir at Augustana Lutheran Church in
Chicago.
CMAC performs during the school year in and around
Hyde Park, Chicago. This past spring, they travelled to
Rochester, NY to perform for a weekend. The group of
about twenty-five U of C students sings a wide range
of religious, traditional, classical, collegiate, and folk
music, with an occasional novelty number thrown in
to keep you on your toes.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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STEPHEN MINISTRY



Respecting time
Everyone’s timetable for recovery will be quite
different. It takes time and patience to rearrange and
redefine our life after a divorce.



Recognizing, respecting and honoring grief
It is often difficult to recognize, yet grief, when left
unprocessed, can look like anger or even rage. During
this process, it is common to feel a severe loss of
dreams, hopes, as well as loss of self. Recognizing
one’s pain is often the first step in the healing
process.



Exploring new roles
The process of divorce can also present an amazing
opportunity for increased self awareness and
transformation. Seeking new career opportunities,
joining a new club, volunteering for a passionate
cause or forging new friendships are all examples of
positive ways to envision what your new role may
look like.

DIVORCE “RECOVERY”
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering,
persevere in prayer.
Romans 12:12
“We must let go of the life we planned so as to accept
the one that is waiting for us.” Joseph Campbell
Four years ago I first wrote an article on separation and
divorce. Kate Philben wrote that divorce is one of the
most stressful events in a person’s life; since fifty percent
of marriages end in divorce, there are a lot of people
suffering from this experience at any given time.
Divorce has also been described as “a wound that never
heals.”
It’s important to know what the ELCA states about
divorce: “Regardless of the circumstances, we need to
acknowledge that divorce rips through the layers of
trust, community, and security to reshape the very core
of a person’s faith and identity.” The ELCA also states
that we must honor the privacy of those going through
divorce, but acknowledge their pain, and model a spirit
of grace and acceptance.
Going through a separation and a divorce can be
devastating, but having the support of a Christian
community and the support of a Stephen Minister can
be invaluable. A person of faith going through a divorce
not only suffers the loss of a marriage, but is painfully
aware that they are breaking their covenant of marriage.
I recently read the article, “Hope and
Healing After a Divorce,” by Karen Starr, a
counselor at Samaritan Counseling Center.
I would like to share some of her article
with you.
Starr states that while the cause of every divorce is
unique, she has found there are similar experiences that
can aid in recovery. Hope and healing are possible, and
there can be new life and peace.
As with any major loss, people who divorce typically go
through three emotional stages: resistance, grief, and
recovery—not necessarily in this order. All three stages
can play an important role in the healing process.
Focusing on the recovery stage, Starr has found the
following five ways to be beneficial in the healing
process after a divorce.
W e b s i t e :

I made new friendships by joining a divorce recovery
group, volunteering as a docent at a local museum,
joining Forest Fitness for weekly walks on the many
trails and parks in Lake County, and of course, joining
the community of believers at St. Mark’s. Creating
new interests and friends made it so much easier to
adjust to a new life without a spouse.


Writing your life
Journaling encourages reflection, recognizes recurring
patterns of behavior and encourages honesty with
oneself. Writing out thoughts allows one to freely
express all levels of emotion.



Practicing Spirituality
Questioning a higher power during a difficult season
in your life is natural. However, it is also a time when
a belief in something greater than oneself can inspire
healing.*

*As Christians, we are assured that God is with us in our
pain, helping us to heal and become whole again. Our
Christian brothers and sisters are here to comfort us,
listen to us, and support us in our healing.
Even though the journey to recovery from divorce may be
difficult, it can also be viewed as a time of hope.
God’s peace be with you,
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Leader

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Sunday School
Well, It's Back To School Time!!! So that
means it time to start scheduling our Sunday
School Teachers.

If you feel that working with our children is a
calling of yours please sign-up to share your
time & talents with them. Just let me know
what Sundays & what classes you are available for. Laura Swanson 224-619-7758

“Come, Grow, Share.”

PADS - Providing Advocacy, Dignity, and
Shelter - to the homeless of Lake County
PADS provides the only emergency, non-restrictive
homeless shelters in Lake County by staffing 15 rotating sites fully with volunteers. Nearly 160 persons are
helped each evening by receiving 3 meals and a safe
place to sleep. Many sites offer showers and donated
clothing. In addition, PADS offers many options for
transitional housing with special programs for families, veterans, those with mental illness or substance
abuse.
St. Mark's has been a partner with PADS for over 20
years and will continue our service this year at Christian Assembly in Zion.
We'll be serving dinners on the first Sunday of each
month from October to April, beginning October 2nd.

Confirmation 2016

Volunteers are needed to:
1) Prepare the entrée
2) Purchase side dishes & lunch supplies & deliver to
St. Mark's.
3) Set up & serve on Sunday evening from 5-8pm.

An organizational meeting for all parents of children
6– 8 grades will take place on :

If you would like to help, please contact Genie Durand
at 847-650-4807 or ptravelerg@comcast.net
and/or Julie Wendorf at 847-366-0349 or
jwendorf49@yahoo.com. As in previous years, we
will have a sign-up board in the Narthex for needed
items & servers. For more information about PADS,
go to www.padslakecounty.org

Sunday,
September 18th, After Worship
We will be discussing the curriculum, goals and expectations of the confirmation program.
Please note that we have added an additional year
of confirmation instruction. All 6th graders are now
eligible for confirmation instruction with Pastor
Koth.
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Harmon/Spangler Wedding

A SMILE AND A WAVE

Bob and Julie Harmon are pleased to
announce the marriage of their daughter Bri
to Drew Spangler on July 16th. Pastor Koth
officiated the wedding. Bri and Drew have
been friends for many years. They went
through ZBTHS, CLC and Illinois State
University together. They are now both
teachers in Yuma Az.

There I was, sitting all alone at a local fast food establishment eating my Wednesday lunch. I was halfway
through my lunch; deep in thought thinking about
nothing in particular. As a "people-watcher" I had noticed a family on the other side of the restaurant, and a
suit and tie business man in a booth behind me. In other words, a normal scene.
I sensed things were about to change when I saw a
small group of teenagers walk in. Little did I know how
much I would be changed. As I was seated facing the
entrance, I immediately noticed a young lady give me a
smile and a wave. I politely waved back, and it was at
that point I realized I knew her from church. As she and
her friends looked for a place to sit, I was content with
the smile and wave I had received. After all, they were
talking and laughing and seemingly in their own world.
However, this young lady from St. Mark's stopped to
talk to me. She left her friends and talked to me, an old
person who really hadn't talked much to her before.
She told me all about her morning spent outside at
"band camp". We talked briefly about the weather,
and the fact that she had to go back after lunch for
more practice.
After she left to go and order her food with her friends,
I began to think about how that encounter made me
feel. It made me feel a little more important but, mostly, it made me proud of her, her parents, and our
church family. She seemed genuinely happy to see me,
and I'm sure her parents taught her to be polite. I think
all the members of St. Mark's have done an excellent
job of creating "family". Everyone from Pastor Jeff to
Laura Swanson to the newest members seem to understand how important it is to be welcoming. She certainly was a great ambassador for the youth from St.
Mark's.
As I finish this, I realize this is one of those "you-had-tobe-there" stories. We often hear stories of teenagers
who just don't seem to care about anything. I can tell
you that this, and many other, teenagers from St.
Mark's DO care. They even care about an old person
eating alone. An old person who now has a warmer
heart. May God be praised !

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Youth & Family Dates to Remember
September 18th—Sunday School Starts

“Come, Grow, Share.”

October 23rd—Kroll’s Pumpkin Farm Visit
Noon

9:30 a.m.
Remember to fill out and turn in the Sunday
School / Youth Programs registration forms
for the new school year.

October 30th—TESTIFY Halloween Party
6—8 p.m.

September 25th—Testify (High School)
Meeting 6—8 p.m.

WSM Fall Bible Study

October 16th—CROP Walk!

W e b s i t e :

The fall topic, which is taken from Gather
magazine, is titled "When God's not fair." Session
one is titled: "Jonah and the terrible, horrible, no
good, very bad day." One item that might be
considered for discussion is when might it be hard
to accept that God would forgive someone?
Another might be is there a time when you
received mercy and forgiveness even though you
didn't deserve it? Consider joining one or all three
sessions.
The dates will be:
September 9, October 14,
and November 11. There is a
session at 10 a.m. and 5:30
p.m. At this time the
meetings are held in the
home of Ida Dudleston.
(847-336- 5096)
s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Yarns of Compassion
Dear Friends,
It is with sincere appreciation that we acknowledge
your generous donation to the COOL Ministries in
the amount of $364.00 for June 2016. We are
blessed by your kindness and generosity and would
like to thank all that made this donation possible.
COOL is committed to identifying and adapting to
the ever-changing needs of our community, and our
staff works very hard to continue providing the highest level of services to those who come to us seeking
assistance.
Your continuing support helps COOL to carry out our
mission of service to those less fortunate. Your support affirms our efforts and your willingness to answer our call for help is truly a blessing to our ministry.
Warmest regards,
Diane Thackston
Executive Director
Dear Friends in Christ,
Thank you for your recent gift of $214.00 to Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI). We are grateful
to your congregation for standing with us as we
serve our neighbors in need throughout Illinois.
Your generosity helps bring health, healing and
wholeness to thousands of people across the state.
Every day LSSI responds to the Gospel by serving the
most vulnerable among us. Over 60% of LSSI’s clients have an income of under $10,000 per year. The
faithfulness of congregations like St. Mark’s is critically important in this work.
As Christians, we believe that all things work together for good. Your gift will bring good to those who
rely on LSSI and its ministries. Thanks again for your
thoughtfulness.
Sincerely yours,
Mark A. Strutud
President and CEO
W e b s i t e :

Thanks to all who made the darling bookmarks.
They are a great addition to the packages of books
and recording we mail to the children of prisoners.
God bless all of you!
Aunt Mary’s Story Time

Dear Ladies,
We want to thank you so
much for all your knitting.
It has been so appreciated!!
Pathways to Spirit,
Lakota Indian Reservation

Dear Yarns of Compassion,
Thank you so much for the prayer shawl. I will put it
to use often as I travel through this journey I am on.
Your explanation of the handwork was uplifting and
very touching.
Thank you for your prayers as I thank God for groups
like Yarns of Compassion.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

Jerry Haapanen
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

9th Annual Fall Retreat for Women
Lutherdale in Delavan, Wisconsin

Honduras New Baby Project
From those who have so much...
To those who have so little.

September 16– 17, 2016
An INVITATION is extended
to all women of St. Mark's
and their friends and relatives
to join us at the 9th Annual Fall Retreat
at Lutherdale in Delavan, Wisconsin
where we can learn, pray, and enjoy being with
friends.

Join us!

To sign up contact Bridgette Otterbacher or any of the
Women of St. Mark’s Board Members.
Registration fee only

“Come, Grow, Share.”

- $35*

The fee includes meals while you are at Lutherdale, transportation, and
sleeping accommodations (you bring your own bedding
and towels).

Women of St. Mark’s latest mission is a plea
for slightly used baby clothes in sizes 0 to 6
months (please no new baby clothes) for babies born in Honduras..
Many mothers in Honduras are
unable to provide clothes to bring
their new born babies home from
the hospital in. Stop now and
think how you would feel if you
had to bring your new born baby home naked. That’s right...naked. These mothers
need our help and help from others like us.
Keep in mind the weather in Honduras is hot
continuously throughout the year...so please
look for clothes that are light-weight in sizes
0 to 6 months.
Please bring the donation of baby clothes to
St. Mark’s and put them into a donation box
that is marked:
Honduras New Baby Project.

Don't miss out on a wonderful experience.
The cost is so little...for receiving so much!
*The Women of St. Mark's Board has waved a portion of
the fee in order to
make the trip affordable to all women
who want to attend.

W e b s i t e :

Women of St. Mark’s Board thanks you for
your support in this project and the women
of Honduras will be grateful.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

W e b s i t e :
WSM 7 pm

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

Confirmation 7pm

Illustrating Our Faith
7pm

Sunday School 9:30

Worship 9:45 am

Testify 6 pm

26

25

Worship

Confirmation After

Parents Meeting for

Compassion 7pm

AA 7 pm

Yarns of

Worship 9:45 am

20

19

18 Sunday School
9:30 am

AA 7 pm

27

AA 7 pm

Church Council 7pm

28

Choir 7pm

Reflections in the
Word 7pm

Boy Scouts 7pm

Choir 7pm

29

Boy Scouts 7pm

22

Boy Scouts 7pm

Choir 7pm

21

Reflections in the
Word 7pm

Reflections in the
Season NOON

15

Boy Scouts 7 pm

Reflections in the
Word 7pm

14

8

2

1 Boy Scouts 7 pm

3 Prayer Team 9am

SAT

30

23

WSM Lutherdale
Retreat 7pm
through Saturday

16

9

24

WSM Lutherdale
Retreat

17

10

Pastor Koth on Vacation

FRI

THU

7

WED

13

12

Reflections in the
Spirit 7pm

AA 7 pm

6

TUE

11 Worship 9:45 am

Pastor Koth
on Vacation

Office Closed

MON

4 Hymn Sing Worship 5
9:45 am

SUN
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Serving Us This Month
Lectors

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087
Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Sept.—May

Sundays

Acolyte s Sundays

09/04 Nancy Inskeep

09/04 David Sparesus

09/11 Jill Shepherd

09/11 Church Picnic—Emily Waight

09/18 Genie Durand

09/18 Saula Chromy & Morgan Schroetter

09/25 Georgia Benson

09/25 Ethan Schroetter & Logan Schroetter

Assisting Minister

Projectionists Sundays

Georgia Benson (3rd Sunday)

09/04 Chantal Brikha

Communion Assistant
Genie Durand (2nd, 4th & 5thSundays)

Altar Guild
Jim and Cindy Keister, Margaret
Congdon

Ushers
Jeff Sparesus and TBD

THE M ESSENGER
St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087-1343

09/11 Church Picnic—Not Needed
09/18 Sophia Diaz
09/25 Zachary Ammons

Sound Technicians
09/04 Danyel Sparesus
09/11 Church Picnic—Nick Fontana
09/18 Matthew Hopkins
09/25 Evelyn Fontana

stamp

RETURN ADDRESS REQUESTED

PLACE MAILING LABEL HERE

