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OUR STAFF
Rev. Jeffrey E. Koth
Pastor
Laura Swanson
Youth & Family Ministry
224-619-7758
Victoriya Berezhna
Organist
"Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind." --Romans 12:2.

Eric Aho
Director of Musical Ensembles
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Ministry
847-989-1919
Kathy Anderson
Office Manager

Clergy Renewal Program at St. Mark’s
June – August 2017
Sponsor: Lilly Endowment Inc.
Total Grant: $42, 738.00

St. Mark’s has applied for, and been given, a grant to fully subsidize a
Sabbatical Leave of 3 months for pastor Koth and his family. We are
very proud of this award.
Since this is an important development in the life of our congregation,
there will be an open forum to discuss the Sabbatical on
Wednesday, October 26th
7—8:30 p.m.
in the educational wing of the church.
Among the topics to be discussed will be 1. the rationale for the program, 2. Benefits to Pastor and St. Mark’s, 3. the process of deliberation,
and 4. the contractual agreements entered into with Lilly Endowment,
the Metro-Chicago Synod, and Pastor Koth.
Please make plans to attend.

Ken Swanson
Facebook Page
Erv Uhlman
Mission Interpreter
Cody Ammons
Webpage master

CONTACTS
Phone:
847-623-5135
Fax: 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail: stmarkslutheran@gmail.com
Website: stmarkslutheran.us
On Facebook:
“Friends of St. Marks”
“St. Marks Youth & Family”
“St. Marks Lutheran Church”
“St. Marks Yarns of Compassion”
“God’s Work. St. Mark’s Hands”

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Come celebrate the gift
of Jesus Christ.
Grow together
in faith and love.
Share the Good News with all.

the messenger

2

10/16 Jodi Hopkins
10/17 Logan Schroetter
10/17 Morgan Schroetter
10/19 William Stenson
10/02 Katherine Congdon

10/03 Evelyn Fontana
10/03 Megan Wells
10/04 Mark Ahonen
10/04 Katherine Haapanen
10/04 Lise-Marie Myllymaki
10/04 Christopher Urso
10/05 Robbyn McFadden
10/06 Loren Lundtveit
10/07 Laila Maki

October Anniversaries

10/20 Dylan Schroetter
10/22 Eric Baehr

Georgi & Kristen Trukov

10/04

10/22 Jonathon Haapanen

Davis & Sharon Chand

10/04

10/22 Mack Taylor

Erik & Angie Solita

10/06

10/23 Bonnie Lepisto

Ritva & Aaro Illi

10/09

10/24 Laverne Laine

Timothy & Sally Ammons

10/09

10/24 Dorothy Mackey

Andrew & Kim Haapanen

10/11

10/25 Judith Reinier

Chris & Lynn Schroetter

10/12

10/26 David Baehr

Susan & John Sedej

10/12

10/26 Nathan Inskeep

Carrie & Dave Steckl

10/15

10/28 Willard Blomquist

10/09 Scott Epker

10/28 Patricia Flaminio

10/10 Ben Haapanen
10/12 Pamela Hurley
10/13 Marguerite Hakanen
10/15 Victoria Dumont
10/16 Cynthia Aaron

10/28 Jeanie Kasper

Yarns of Compassion

10/30 Earleen Constantino

Dear Helen and Yarns of Compassion,

10/30 Erin Lundtveit
10/31 Kathie Brady

10/16 Eric Aho
We thank the people
who have memorialized
these friends and loved
ones for their
generosity.
The following gifts were given in In Memory of:
 Martha DeTogne from Al & Ida Dudleston,


Bob Suchomel from Al & Ida Dudleston,



Craig Harju from Alice Harju
If your name/s have not appeared in recognition of your birthday,
wedding anniversary or a memorial gift, please contact the church
office. We want to include all celebrations and memorials.

I think I told you, but I’ll tell you again just how
special my prayer shawl was to me. At the time, I
couldn’t even wear a sweater because of the
mummy-like wrap they had on my arm, and I
would be cold when I’d go down to the dining
room—air was always chilly there. So the shawl,
which wrapped around my shoulders, was a godsend! And then the lovely note to go with the
shawl was so touching—the love shown in the
making and giving of the
shawl was precious.
Bless the ladies in the
Yarns of Compassion for
such a lovely gift.

847-623-5135

W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Mission of the Month—

Companions Journey-

ing Together
I was in prison and you came to visit me. Matthew 25
There are more than two million people incarcerated in
the US. With over 80% of these people returning to society, it is critical to become more knowledgeable about
the incarcerated population and services and organizations that promote healthy reintegration to those awaiting freedom.
Companions Journeying Together is a non-profit group
dedicated to providing an impact on the emotional, spiritual, and social lives of the incarcerated and their families. Their vision is for a society that lives by the principles
of restorative justice. There are several different programs that comprise Companions. They perform work at
Kane, Cook, Kendall, DuPage, DeKalb, and Will County
Jails, and also all major Illinois state prisons.
Volunteers conduct the important work of Aunt Mary’s
Storybook Project, where incarcerated mothers audio record themselves reading a picture book. The recording
and book are then gifted to the child to listen to their
mother’s voice at home. This project not only provides a
positive way to bridge the loneliness felt by both mother
and child in this situation, but also promotes early literacy
in at-risk children. Aunt Mary’s Storybook Project began
in 1993, and is now a model for similar programs in more
than 20 states.
At Sheridan Correctional Center, there is a treatmentorientated incarceration that is the only kind like it in the
state. Companions provides Father’s Read there, where
incarcerated fathers meet once a month with their children and read to them.
Important work at Dwight and DeKalb County jails is that
of Mother Love Parenting classes, provided by volunteers
coordinated by Companions to teach parenting strategies.
Teachers in the local communities provide twice a week
parenting classes year-round to groups of 15 women at a
time. Many mothers are required by the state to seek
parenting classes before they can regain custody of their
children. Companions help these women by providing
the classes at no charge.
Another component of Companions is a correspondence
program between the free and unfree worlds. By word of
mouth on the inside, inmates can contact Companions to
request a spirit-based pen-pal. Companions provides a
safe PO Box that volunteer pen-pals can use as a return
W e b s i t e :
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address. Pen-pal partnerships based on faith and friendship can last for years and have tremendous impact on the
life of the incarcerated. Companions also orchestrates
mass holiday card mailings, where thousands of inmates
receive birthday, Easter, Christmas, and Mother’s Day
cards and stationary. All cards are hand-signed by volunteers, including a few sentences of encouragement and
prayer.
Companions also publishes Journey Notes, their quarterly
newsletter. It is mailed to all volunteers and thousands of
men and women behind bars in the state of Illinois, including six major prisons.
Please consider supporting Companions this month. Their
work is one of impact and importance. God’s work, our
hands.

Women of St. Mark's
PULLA BREAD & BAKE SALE
The proceeds from this year’s Bake Sale will be divided between...COOL

and PADS

So, please help us make this sale bigger then ever.
You will not only have the opportunity to buy some
great baked goods, you will also, be helping others.

Bakers are needed…
to fill our table with delicious bread, cookies, cakes,
pies or your own specialty for sale. Please wrap your
donated baked goods but do not mark the price on
them. Bring them to church before the church service.

The date for this year’s
sale has not been determined. Watch the Sunday
Bulletin Announcements
for the date of the sale.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
“NO MAN IS AN ISLAND”
THE GIFT OF SUPPORT GROUPS
Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another;
be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and
humble. 1 Peter 3:8
“Love can be kept only by giving it away.” Thomas Merton

If you are facing a major illness or a stressful life
change, you don’t have to face it alone! Support
groups can offer understanding, encouragement,
resources, and valuable information. I can “testify”
that the support groups I have belonged to made a
huge difference in my life; giving me hope and
helping me from isolating myself from others.
In the September newsletter from the Samaritan
Counseling Center I read another very valuable
article, “You Do Not Have to Go It Alone – Benefits
of a Support Group,” by Erin Sharp, Mdiv, MS. For
several years now I have attended many seminars
for Stephen Ministry Continuing
Education through Samaritan. Each
one has been outstanding.
The Mayo Clinic describes a support
group as a gathering of people who
share a common health concern or
interest. Support groups are not the
same as group therapy sessions.
Group therapy is a formal type of mental health
treatment that brings together several people with
similar conditions under the guidance of a trained
mental health provider.
Instead, support groups may be formed by a lay
person with a particular condition, or someone
particularly interested in it, such as a person
interested in learning how to care for aging parent.
In some cases, support groups may be formed by
nonprofit organizations, advocacy organizations,
hospitals, mental health clinics, or other
organizations.
In her article Pastor Sharp addresses the benefits of
a support group. She states that while family and
friends are vital during trying times in life, they
might not be able to fully understand. Thus a
W e b s i t e :

support group can become a valuable resource. Not
only can it be a transformative experience, it can
also provide benefits that individual therapy may
not. Group members are always surprised how
rewarding the experience can be.
The following are some of the many benefits felt
from joining a support group from Pastor Sharp’s
article. Benefits include:
Talking openly and honestly about your feelings. It
can be empowering to have a group witness and
validate your experience, allowing shame and
embarrassment to fade away.
Developing a clearer understanding of your
situation. The group may identify issues you
weren’t even aware were connected, which can
facilitate tremendous growth.
Reduction of stress, anxiety and depression. These
three issues thrive in isolation, whereas
connection helps us move beyond them.
Development of hope and purpose. A support
group can hold us up and provide hope when we
are too exhausted to provide it for ourselves.
The sense of community can also provide
purpose – if we belong to each other, and can
help each other, we have a place and purpose.
Often times after the group stops meeting, you may
continue some friendships. Even if you don’t, you
are likely to be more connected with others and
comfortable with yourself.
Remember, not only do you receive compassion and
understanding from those in a support group, you
are also giving back. John Holmes states “there is no
better exercise for the heart than reaching down and
lifting people up.” This is what Jesus teaches us.
Pastor Sharp reminds us: “Alone we can do so little;
together we can do so much.”
-- Helen Keller
God’s peace and love to you,
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Leader

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Kroll’s Pumpkin Farm Visit - The Youth & Family
Ministry Team invites you to our annual Kroll’s
Pumpkin Farm Visit on October 23rd at Noon. A pot
luck lunch will be served prior to the visit.

Inspire Bible—Creative Journaling
Workshop
What an awesome morning we had !!!! On Saturday,
August 27th eleven members from St. Mark's joined
21 visitors to our church for a wonderful morning of
creative bible journaling with Amber Bolton from
Tyndale House's Inspire Bible Team!
St. Mark's Illustrating Our Faith meets the 4th Monday of the month at 7pm in the Youth & Family
Wing. Please come join us!!! No experience necessary!!

“Come, Grow, Share.”

PADS - Providing Advocacy, Dignity, and
Shelter - to the homeless of Lake County
PADS provides the only emergency, non-restrictive
homeless shelters in Lake County by staffing 15 rotating sites fully with volunteers. Nearly 160 persons are
helped each evening by receiving 3 meals and a safe
place to sleep. Many sites offer showers and donated
clothing. In addition, PADS offers many options for
transitional housing with special programs for families, veterans, those with mental illness or substance
abuse.
St. Mark's has been a partner with PADS for over 20
years and will continue our service this year at Christian Assembly in Zion.
We'll be serving dinners on the first Sunday of each
month from October to April, beginning October 2nd.
Volunteers are needed to:
1) Prepare the entrée
2) Purchase side dishes & lunch supplies & deliver to
St. Mark's.
3) Set up & serve on Sunday evening from 5-8pm.
If you would like to help, please contact Genie Durand
at 847-650-4807 or ptravelerg@comcast.net
and/or Julie Wendorf at 847-366-0349 or
jwendorf49@yahoo.com. As in previous years, we
will have a sign-up board in the Narthex for needed
items & servers. For more information about PADS,
go to www.padslakecounty.org

COOL FOOD
PANTRY—
FOOD OF THE MONTH:

Breakfast Items

W e b s i t e :
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Mission Interpreter—Erv Uhlman
Campaign for the ELCA reaches half-way
mark with $93 million raised - As of July
31, the campaign reached 30 months, or 50
percent, of the way through this five-year
effort. In total, $93 million in cash and multi-year commitments has been contributed
toward the $198 million goal,
as well as nearly $22 million in
planned gift commitments toward the priorities of the campaign. All told, the impact of this campaign stands at
$115 million!
Thanks are extended to all who participated in our 2016
Lenten initiative, ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving!
Launched on Ash Wednesday, the initiative kicked-off
ELCA World Hunger’s annual theme year within the campaign. Gifts to ELCA World Hunger during Lent totaled
$3.1 million, with nearly half (approximately $1.5 million)
contributed by congregations.
Next year marks the campaign’s annual theme year for
the Global Church priority, including Missionaries and
Young Adults in Global Mission, Global Ministries and
International Women Leaders, and we hope you will join
us!
Through a variety of learning
and giving opportunities, we
will lift up this important
work and reaffirm our commitment to do God’s work of restoring and reconciling
communities in Jesus Christ’s name throughout the
world. Stay tuned for additional details and information.

Gulf Coast Flooding Update
At least eleven people have been killed, tens of thousands have been rescued and even more have been evacuated as floodwaters sweep across southern Louisiana.
Massive search and rescue operations are taking place as
flooding continues to affect communication, overwhelm
streets and highways, and damage or destroy homes.
This flood comes on the heels of several other floods that
have hit the Gulf Coast region, starting earlier this spring.
With more rain in the forecast, the full scope of this disaster has yet to be realized.
Through congregations, synods and our disaster-affiliate
organizations, Lutheran Disaster Response is assisting
those who have been affected by the flooding. Lutheran
W e b s i t e :

Disaster Response coordinators are actively present, collaborating with local community leaders and officials to
begin planning the proper responses, particularly the long
-term recovery efforts. We know that this will be a long
road to recovery, and we will be there to provide support
through every phase of this disaster recovery process.
Your gifts are needed for these long-term efforts. What
we can do:
Pray
Continue to pray for the people affected by flooding. May
God's healing presence give them peace and hope in their
time of need.
Give
Gifts to Gulf Coast Flooding
will be used to assist those
affected by floodwaters
until the response is complete. Remind people that
when we give through
ELCA Disaster Response
100% of the funds go to support these efforts.

MINISTRY OF HOSPITALITY MEETING
October 15, 2016 to be held in Fellowship hall. Coffee
will be ready at 9:00 AM. Meeting to follow at 9:30 AM.
All Hospitality members are encouraged to attend this
meeting as we have the Chili Supper coming up soon. Anyone who would like to share your ideas and help plan the
ETHNIC LUNCHEON program is most welcome to attend
this meeting.
If you have any questions call Lucille Tolonen, 847-6624417

WSM Fall Bible Study
The second session of the this study continues to reflect
on forgiveness. The theme is "Jesus and the evil eye:
when God blesses the undeserving."
The study ideas are taken from Matthew 20:1-16 which is
the parable of the workers in the vineyard. "Jesus
questions our notions of what is 'fair' in our eyes and
presents us with a
different vision: what is 'right'
in God's eyes.
We will be meeting Friday,
October 14th at 10 a.m. and
5:30 p.m. in the home of Ida
Dudleston (947-336-5096)

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Church Picnic & Stepping Stone Sunday—September 11th, 2016

W e b s i t e :
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Dear St. Marks

Dear St. Mark’s
Thank you for your recent gift of $209.00 to ELCA World Hunger.
This is the year of the ELCA World Hunger in Always Being
Made New: The Campaign for ELCA, and we are particularly
grateful for your gift to this signature ministry of the church!
Your generous support provides water and hygiene programs,
agriculture and animal husbandry, health clinics and micro
loans, and education and advocacy for communities in need in
more than 60 countries, including the United States.
During this season of Pentecost when our churches are dressed
in green, we are reminded that God supplies abundance and
invites us to share with all in need. Thank you for responding in
faith, walking with ELCA World Hunger companion churches
and partners to address hunger and poverty. We truly do more
together than we could do alone.
Until all are fed,
The Rev. Daniel Rift,
Director, ELCA World Hunger & Disaster Appeal

Dear Friends,
It is with sincere appreciation that we acknowledge your generous donation to the COOL Ministries in the amount of $330 for
July 2016. We are blessed by your kindness and generosity and
would like to thank all that made this donation possible.
COOL is committed to identifying and adapting to the everchanging needs of our community, and our staff works very
hard to continue providing the highest level of services to those
who come to us seeking assistance.
Your continuing support helps COOL to carry out our mission of
service to those less fortunate. Your support affirms our efforts
and your willingness to answer our call for help is truly a blessing to this ministry.
Warmest Regards,
Diane Thackston
Executive Director

W e b s i t e :

I am writing to thank you. As we close the books on another
academic and fiscal year and enter the next, I am keenly aware
of how you make a difference at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. Your financial support furthers our mission of
forming visionary leaders for our church, at a time that both the
church and the world need them more than ever.
You make a difference in the lives of our students. The annual cost of a seminary education (not including living expenses)
is over $45,000 per student, only one-third of which is covered by tuition. Your support underwrites the remaining of
educational cost for all of our students, let alone tuition scholarships received by most of them, which makes seminary accessible and affordable.
You make a difference by engaging the realities of racism and
privilege that continue to pervade our church and society.
Your support helps us provide deeper formation through antiracism training and attention to intercultural competency, a
commitment we have made without our boards, faculty and
staff, and students.
You make a difference by sustaining our distinctive Lutheran
voice as we approach the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. This is a critical moment for our church and our
world. Your support helps us uphold a confessional Lutheran
voice, both rooted in the Reformation and every reforming in
this time and place.
In all of these ways, you make a difference in our church and
our world through your support of our school. May God bless
you for your kindness.
Sincerely,
James Nieman, PhD
President
Thank you all so much for your caring thoughts and the beautiful prayer shawl with it’s meaningful message. I will not only
think of my loving sister, but also of the warm and caring members who brighten so many lives.
Thanks and God’s Blessings,
Nancy

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Honduras New Baby Project

Crop Walk 2016
Impact your community and the world.
Walk with us!

From those who have so much...

Crop Walk 2016 will be held October 16, 2016.
Registration at 12:00 P.M.
at Christ Episcopal Church
410 Grand Avenue
Waukegan.
Walk starts at 12:30 p.m..
The Walk is 10K.
See Ken or Laura Swanson
for forms or information.

Women of St. Mark’s latest mission is a plea
for slightly used baby clothes in sizes 0 to 6
months (please no new baby clothes) for babies born in Honduras..

To those who have so little.

Many mothers in Honduras are unable to
provide clothes to bring their new
born babies home from the hospital in. Stop now and think how
you would feel if you had to bring
your new born baby home naked.
That’s right...naked. These mothers need our
help and help from others like us.
Keep in mind the weather in Honduras is hot
continuously throughout the year...so please
look for clothes that are light-weight in sizes
0 to 6 months.
Please bring the donation of baby clothes to
St. Mark’s and put them into a donation box
that is marked:

2015 Participants

Chili Supper—Mark Your Calendars

Honduras New Baby Project.
Women of St. Mark’s Board thanks you for
your support in this project and the women
of Honduras will be grateful.

Thursday, November 10th
Serving 3:30 P.M to 7:00 P.M
$10.00 per person (Tickets are for sale from
members of the Ministry of Hospitality)

One Tree, Many Branches

Carry-out meals available

********
For the benefit of C.O.O.L. FOOD PANTRY

W e b s i t e :

Olga Kaler in Concert
Internationally Celebrated Violinist
Saturday, October 15th, 2016
4:30 p.m.
Lutheran Church of the Ascension
460 Sunset Ridge Road, Northfield, IL

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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1
Prayer Team 9am
Martha DeTogne
Memorial Service

SAT

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
27
Choir 7pm
Boy Scouts 7pm

26 Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Information and discussion on Pastor’s

25 AA 7pm

24
Confirmation 7pm
Illustrating Our Faith
7pm

31
Confirmation 7pm

23
Sunday School 9:30
Worship 9:45am
Kroll’s Pumpkin Farm
NOON

30 ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday School 9:30
Worship 9:45 am
Testify Halloween Party
6pm

28

20 Gurnee Meadows 21
Worship 1pm
Choir 7pm
Boy Scouts 7pm

19
Reflections in the
Word 7pm

18 AA 7pm

17
Confirmation 7pm
Yarns of Compassion
7pm

29

22

14
15
WSM Bible Study at
Hospitality Meeting
Ida Dudleston’s 10 am 9 am
and 5:30 pm

7

16
Sunday School 9:30
Worship 9:45 am
Crop Walk NOON

13
Choir 7pm
Boy Scouts 7pm

Kathy On Vacation

6
Ministry Teams 7pm
Boy Scouts 7pm

FRI

12
Reflections in the
Word 7pm

5
Reflections in the
Word 7pm

4 AA 7pm
Continental Village
HOA 6:30pm
Reflections in the
Spirit 7pm

THU

11 AA 7pm
Reflections in the
Season NOON
Council 7pm

3
Confirmation 7pm
WSM 7 pm

2
Sunday School 9:30
Worship 9:45am
PADS 5 pm

WED

TUE

9 Blessing of the Animals 10
NO
Sunday School 9:30
CONFIRMATION
Worship 9:45am
Cambridge HOA
Meeting 6:30 pm
Kathy On Vacation

MON

SUN
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Serving Us This Month

Acolyte s Sundays

Lectors

10/02

Saula Chromy & David Sparesus

10/09

Ethan & Logan Schroetter

10/16

Ethan Schroetter & Emily Waight

10/23

Evan Lundtveit & Dylan Schroetter

10/30

Saula Chromy & Morgan Schroetter

Sundays

10/02

Linda Dietz

10/09

Ken Swanson

10/16

Janet Meyer

St. Mark's Lutheran Church

10/23

Magnus Swanson

3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087

10/30

Nancy Inskeep

Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Sept.—May

Assisting Minister

Projectionists Sundays

Eric Aho (1st and 3rd Sundays)

10/02

Annika Swanson

Communion Assistant

10/09

Emily Hanratty

Genie Durand (2nd, 4th & 5thSundays) 10/16

Chantal Brikha

Altar Guild

10/23

Dana Lundtveit

Julie Wendorf and Vicki Mattson

10/30

Annika Swanson

Ushers
To Be Determined

THE M ESSENGER
St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087-1343

Sound Technicians
10/02

Danyel Sparesus

10/09

Nick Fontana

10/16

Matthew Hopkins

10/23

Claire Lundtveit

10/30

Evelyn Fontana

stamp
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