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Evangelism
Jesus commission to the
church was to “go and make
disciples of all nations.” That
used to mean training missionaries to leave the country in order to take up residence in far always places like Japan and Africa.
The mission of the church is the same: bring the Good
News to all nations, but the method has changed. No longer
need we train missionaries and send them abroad. Today we
can do our disciplining of the nations from our desktop computer. The World Wide Internet has made that possible.
In my travels to Israel and German this past summer, I was
deeply moved by how the mission field has changed. That
mission field is not longer exclusively “over there”….it is
here, at home.
This change in mission field became profoundly evident to
me as I traveled Israel with a number of young, professional
Americans. Once they adjusted to me (being a preacher)
and saw me as a person (Christian), they asked many questions about the church and the Christian faith. They were
hungry for the Good News of Oneness in Christ.
I’ve not forgotten them or their desire for God. And so I
asked the church council for a day (Mondays) to minister to
them. The council gave me their permission. And so I now
write a blog (www.universalsalvationhopeorheresy.com) in
an effort to reach out to them with the Good News of Jesus
Christ. If you have someone you love who is looking for a
church without walls, please invite them to the blog.
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Laura Swanson
Youth & Family Ministry
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CONTACTS
Phone:
847-623-5135
Fax: 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail: stmarkslutheran@gmail.com
Website: stmarkslutheran.us
On Facebook:
“Friends of St. Marks”
“St. Marks Youth & Family”
“St. Marks Lutheran Church”
“St. Marks Yarns of Compassion”
“God’s Work. St. Mark’s Hands”
“St. Mark’s Illustrating Our Faith”

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Come celebrate the gift
of Jesus Christ.
Grow together
in faith and love.
Share the Good News with all.
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11/16 Saula Chromy
November Birthdays

11/16 Rebecca Falkinham
11/17 Alex Barrett
11/22 Timothy Ammons

11/03 Gail Plinke
11/03 Mae Smith
11/06 Georgia Benson
11/09 Kiley Barnes
11/09 Jensea Chromy
11/10 Cindy Kasper
11/10 Kurt Schild, III
11/12 Marcio Diaz
11/14 Rudolph Ahonen

11/22 Dennis Closs

November Anniversaries

11/22 Aiden PerezStevenson

Paavo & Helena Pelkonen

11/04

11/23 Robert Ostman

Pr. Jeff & Kris Koth

11/12

11/25 Sandy Morrison
11/27 Diane Hernandez
11/27 Rowan Naus
11/28 Patricia Sparesus

If your name/s have not appeared in
recognition of your birthday, wedding
anniversary or a memorial gift, please contact
the church office. We want to include all
celebrations and memorials.

11/28 Rich Yocius

847-623-5135

11/29 Lochlan Puccini

11/15 Ken Swanson

WOMEN OF ST. MARK’S PULLA BREAD
AND BAKE SALE

COOL FOOD
PANTRY—

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH

FOOD OF THE MONTH:

Christmas Pageant Rehearsals
Rehearsals of “Tell Me the Story of Christmas” will begin
on Sunday, November 19th after worship.

Bakers are needed to help fill our tables Sunday
morning, November 5th with your own specialties… breads, cookies, candy, cakes or pies.
Please bring your wrapped, donated baked
goods to the Fellowship Hall on Sunday morning.
Do not mark a price on them. Pulla Bread will
also be available for purchase.
As stated in last month’s MESSENGER, the proceeds from this year’s Bake Sale will be divided
between COOL and PAD’s. We need you to help
make this sale bigger than ever. Not only will
you be enjoying some wonderful baked goods,
you will also be helping others in need!

W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Mission of the Month— PADS - Providing Advocacy,
Dignity, and Shelter - to the homeless of Lake County.
PADS provides the only emergency, non-restrictive homeless shelters
in Lake County by staffing 15 rotating sites fully with volunteers. Nearly
160 persons are helped each evening by receiving 3 meals and a safe
place to sleep. Many sites offer showers and donated clothing. In
addition, PADS offers many options for transitional housing with
special programs for families, veterans, those with mental illness or
substance abuse.
St. Mark's has been a partner with PADS for over 20 years and will
continue our service this year at Christian Assembly in Zion.
We'll be serving dinners on the first Sunday of each month from
November to April, beginning November 5th.
Volunteers are needed to:
1) Prepare the entrée
2) Purchase side dishes & lunch supplies & deliver to St. Mark's.
3) Set up & serve on Sunday evening from 6-8pm.
If you would like to help, please contact Laura Raykiewicz at 262-2204476 or loveyellow19@yahoo.com
As in previous years, we will have a sign-up board in the Narthex for
needed items & servers. For more information about PADS, go to
www.padslakecounty.org

“Come, Grow, Share.”

BLESSING BAGS FOR
PADS
WHAT'S INSIDE:
* Tissue pack
* Lip balm
* Hand cream
*Gloves
* Pair of socks
* Nuts
* Granola bars
* Gum
* Candy
* Spare Change
*McDonald's gift card
**We would need to make 50
This is a Joint Mission Project
between Youth & Family Ministry &
The Social Justice Team!

Distributing at December PADS
Dinner

CROP Walk 2017
Thank you to all who participated and/or gave. We’ve raised approximately $1,600 so far. You can still
contribute by going to: https://www.crophungerwalk.org/waukeganil/Team/View/48740/St-Marks-Lutheran-ELCA-Waukegan-IL

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
Make a joyful noise to the Lord;
all the earth. Worship the Lord
with gladness; come into his
presence with singing. Know that the Lord is God.
It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his
people, and the sheep of his pasture. Psalm 100:1-3
“If you think your bundle of clothes too heavy, try
picking up your neighbor’s.” - Virgin Islands Proverb
We sometimes fail to look beyond our troubles and
forget the many acts of grace God has given to us.
Rev. Delmer Chilton shared the following story in
“Of Grace and Gratitude” in Living Lutheran
magazine:
Too often, too many of us, myself included, are like
the man with a broken arm I heard a comedian talk
about. He was at the post office and saw a man
with his arm in a sling. The comic listened as the
man asked for help from a postal employee. The
employee obliged, writing the man’s note on the
card, filling in the address, putting on a stamp.
Finally, he handed it back and asked, “Is there
anything else I can do for you?” The man with the
broken arm looked the card over a minute and then
said, “Well, you could write a line apologizing for
the bad handwriting.”
How often have we been ungrateful or taken God’s
grace for granted? Consider what the apostle Paul
tells us in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18: Be joyful
always. Pray constantly. Give thanks for everything,
for this is God’s will for you in Jesus Christ.
It is a challenge to be grateful for everything.
Giving thanks for painful experiences—like getting
cancer or losing a loved one, is very difficult.
Experiences like these challenge us to remember
W e b s i t e :

that life is not about having everything exactly the
way we want it. We also need to remember that we
don’t always know what is best for us! We are here
to learn and grow and to serve. Mother Teresa once
said, “The best way to show my gratitude to God is
to accept everything, even my problems with joy.”
From Rev. Chilton: God’s call to us today is to find a
way to express our gratitude to God in words and
acts of prayer and thanksgiving, words and acts
shared not only with God but everyone in our lives!
Blessing for the Fullness of the Day
I bless this day in the fullness of good it already
contains, in the many occasions it offers to listen
deeply, to be of service to others, to express
gratitude moment by moment and to keep my mind
so filled with love, beauty and joy that no negativity
can find even the tiniest crack with which to set foot.
I bless this day in the infinite opportunities its gives
me to love: to love and bless every human I meet,
every beast or bird I pass by,
every plant I behold, for all are
but the manifold expressions
of God. Truly, I bless this day
for the wonderful adventure it
can become as I walk through
it with the eyes of wonder
rather than boredom, use every opportunity to
express peace rather than irritation, and choose love
over fear. Thank you, God, for this day. – Pierre
Pradervand
God’s peace to you this Thanksgiving,
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Leader

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Kroll’s Pumpkin Farm - The Youth & Family
Ministry Team and several families from St. Mark’s
enjoyed a visit on Sunday, November 22nd.

“Come, Grow, Share.”

COOL FOOD PANTRY 9th Annual
Chili Supper
Thursday, November 9th, 2017
3:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

MENU
Chili, French Bread, crackers
Coffee or lemonade, dessert
$10.00 per person (2nd bowl of chili—$2.00)
Carry-out meals available

********
For additional help for COOL,
we encourage you to bring . . .
CANNED GOODS and
NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS
Cash or checks (Made out to COOL)
will be appreciated.
(Tickets are for sale from members of the

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
As is our tradition, St. Mark’s will join with other
Lutheran and Methodist churches in our area for a
combined Thanksgiving Eve worship service. The
host has not been selected at the time of publishing
the November newsletter. Watch the Sunday
Bulletin announcements for further details. If you
would like to sing with the combined choir, see Eric
Aho. This service will begin at 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
November 22nd, 2017.
Please come and join in Thanksgiving to our God for
all His benefits to us.

W e b s i t e :

Ministry of Hospitality)

2018 Pasty Sale
Mark your calendars now for the upcoming WSM
sponsored Pasty Work Schedule and Sale. The dates
are January 24th, 25th, 26th and 27th. Specific information will be included in the December Messenger.
We once again look forward to the great fellowship
and service of all our members and friends who
participate in this important fund raiser.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Mission Interpreter
Holiday Shopping Can Change Lives by Amy
Devitt
After her husband dies of AIDS, Kenyoyozi was left
to take care of her three young children alone. Living with HIV herself, most of her modest income
from selling bananas went to her antiretroviral
treatments. When those became too expensive in
her Ugandan village, she had no choice but to go
without. Too tired and weak to work, her children
had to drop out of school, and many days they all
would go hungry.
Things changed the day Kenyoyozi received a special
gift—four goats. After a short time, and agricultural
and animal training, four goats became 12. By selling the milk and a few of the offspring, she was able
to provide a steady income and proper nutrition for
her family, her children could go back to school, and
she was able to continue her treatments.
For Kenyoyozi, this gift of four goats was lifechanging. And with
ELCA Good Gifts, you
can be a part of her
story.
Select from
more than 50 gifts, Goats, chicks, bees or school
such as goats, water supplies may seem like modest
wells, school uniforms gifts, but these ELCA Good Gifts
and food for refugees, can be life-changing for others.
each with the ability to make a life-changing difference in the lives of people like Kenyoyozi. The gifts
provide direct support to ELCA ministries that are
already at work in nearly 100 countries.
Preparing for Christmas
As Christmas nears, ELCA Good Gifts can be a useful
tool for your holiday shopping. All gifts can be given
in honor of friends and loved ones, and each gift
comes with a free card for you to share the news.
The 2017 catalog features a handful of new additions: water filters ($30), solar powered lanterns
W e b s i t e :

($30) and sending a young person with disabilities to
the ELCA Youth Gathering ($300), to name a few.
Getting your whole congregation involved is easier
than ever. The ELCA offers a host of free tools such as
posters, bulletin inserts, planning guides, Advent Calendars, ornaments, and coloring sheets to help with
promotion and fundraising.
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Park Ridge, Ill., takes
advantage of these resources during Advent when
they hold their annual Good Gifts fair. For two Sundays, they deck out their atrium with information and
images on all the potential gifts, as well as cards and
ornaments to take home to wrap after a purchase.
“Every year, I give my wife a couple of water wells,”
said the Rev. Richard Johnson, pastor of St. Luke’s.
“With so many different gift options, there really is
something for everyone, and people can gravitate toward gifts that are reflective of themselves.
What We Buy and Give Matters
Americans spend over $300 billion on
Christmas shopping each year. At St.
Luke’s they emphasize that substituting one traditional gift with one
from the ELCA Good Gifts catalog will
redirect a significant amount of funds
toward the fight against hunger and poverty.
“ELCA Good Gifts are an excellent way to make us realize we have so many things,” Johnson said. “In an
abundant culture, it is nice to be reminded that we
don’t need things ourselves, but, instead, we can
spread generosity to others, all while honoring our
loved ones.”
Last year, over $5.4 million was raised through ELCA
Good Gifts with supporting work in 83 countries. Help
us continue to grow the church, fight hunger and
transform lives by getting started today at ELCA.org/
goodgifts.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Blessing of the Animals The Feast of St.

Poinsettia Orders

Francis of Assisi and the blessing of the
animals was held
on Sunday,
October 1st.

Order forms for Poinsettia plants to adorn the
altar on Christmas Eve. will be available in the
Narthex and in the Fellowship Hall in early
November. Orders must be received in the
church office no later than Monday,
December 4th. All plants will be red this year
and can be ordered in 6” pot , 7” pot or 8”
pot (Prices will be listed on the order forms).
Please return your order forms to the box
marked “poinsettia orders” which is located
on the counter in the Narthex.

Spare Change
Sundays
Do you have spare change
weighing down your pockets or purse? How about your couch cushions or the seat of your car? The St. Mark's
Youth is looking for your loose change!!! The
final Sunday of each month is "Spare Change
Sunday!!" please bring your spare change in
and deposit it in our bucket outside the Sanctuary. We will be using that spare change to
help defray the costs of the upcoming ELCA
Youth Gathering in Houston.
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Dear Friends,
Dear St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your gift of $184.00 to ELCA World
Hunger. With this gift you are providing education
and advocacy, water and sanitation, livestock and
agriculture, health care and microloans.
With you gifts you are making possible ministry and
projects that are transformative, holistic and integrated. With your gifts you are working here and in
62 countries around the world. With you gifts you
are walking with communities to address hunger
and poverty in a way that barriers are broken down,
inequality is decreased, and relationships are whole
and flourishing.
Thank you for this gift and all your gifts. Thank you
for your generosity and for encouraging others to
join ELCA World Hunger in the fight against hunger
and poverty. Thank you for living into God’s words
of justice and mercy and for joining with the whole
church to love and serve one another.
In God’s grace,
The Rev. Daniel Rift
Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal

To everyone at St. Marks Yarns of Compassion,
Thank you so much for your comforting shawl. It
has helped me during my recovery. One thing I have
learned through this difficult time is that love, prayer, friends, and God can get you through anything.
Thank you again,
Mary Cato
Daughter of Dottie Koeller

W e b s i t e :

It is with sincere appreciation that we acknowledge
your generous donation to the COOL Ministries in
the amount of $272.00 for August 2017. We are
blessed by your kindness and would like to thank all
who made this donation possible.
Your support is appreciated by all of our staff and
volunteers, and more importantly by our neighbors
in need who receive services at COOL Food Pantries
and COOL Family Housing. The need continues to
be great and your donation will be multiplied
through the efforts of a devoted staff and caring
volunteers.
Thank you for your faithfulness and partnership in
our ministry and helping COOL to Feed the Hungry
and House the Homeless.
Warmest Regards,
Diane Thackston
Executive Director
Dear Members of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your annual gift supporting the
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago and our
mission of preparing students for ministry.
We appreciate your witness to our mission,
assuring that God’s spirit remains alive and at work
in our world and at LSTC. Your gift sows a seed
reminding us to live in the present according to
what we believe about our future.
We are honored that you have chosen to invest in
our ministry of theological education, and we
welcome your prayers, your gifts, your wisdom and
your encouragement. We are most grateful to you
and are blessed by your generosity.
Sincerely,
Jessica P. Houston
Assistant Vice President for Development Programs

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Reformation Quiz
Answer to last month’s quiz question:
Luther invented the Christmas tree.
FALSE!
Every age reinvents historical figures to serve their
times. In this case, a famous 19th century etching
showing Luther and his family sitting around a
Christmas tree rewrote history!
The engraving is titled “Luther Amidst His Family at
Wittenberg on Christmas Eve” and originates from
‘Sartain’s Magazine’ published ca. 1860. It is based
on a steel engraving cycle over the life of Martin
Luther by August Schwerdgeburth (German 17851876). This image from 1856 was the source of the
legend that Luther was the inventor of the Christmas
tree! Schwerdgeburth was an engraver and painter.
He was court engraver to Prince of Saxe-WeimarEisen, & father of the painter Otto Schwerdgeburth.
What you see is a plate by J. Bannister from
Schwerdgeburth’s original engraving.

“Come, Grow, Share.”

Honduras New Baby Project
From those who have so much...
To those who have so little.
Women of St. Mark’s latest mission is a plea for
slightly used baby clothes in sizes 0 to 6 months
(please no new baby clothes) for babies born in
Honduras..
Many mothers in Honduras are unable to provide clothes to bring their
new born babies home from the hospital in. Stop now and think how you
would feel if you had to bring your
new born baby home naked. That’s
right...naked. These mothers need our help and help
from others like us.
Keep in mind the weather in Honduras is hot continuously throughout the year...so please look for
clothes that are light-weight in sizes 0 to 6 months.
Please bring the donation of baby clothes to St.
Mark’s and put them into a donation box that is
marked:
Honduras New Baby Project.
Women of St. Mark’s Board thanks you for your support in this project and the women of Honduras will
be grateful.

In Luther’s Day the home Christmas tree had not yet
been invented. Only in the 19th century do we find
this practice spreading—first in Lutheran and Roman
Catholic lands, and then in the United States, from
German and Scandinavian immigrants to others. Because of his well-known Christmas hymn “From
Heaven Above” (ELW, 268), Luther was often associated with Christmas practices he had never heard
of—the tree, the Advent wreath, and, in this country, even “Away in the Manger” (ELW, 277)
QUIZ QUESTION THIS MONTH:
True of false
Luther wrote the Small Catechism to help parents be like
pastors to their children. Hint! On Reformation Sunday
October 29th, you’ll learn the answer!
-Jill Shepherd
W e b s i t e :

WSM Fall Bible Study
The WSM study of the second and third articles of
the Apostle's Creed with be held on Friday,
November 17.
It meets in the home of Ida Dudleston (336-5096) at
10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. If you subscribe to Gather
magazine please bring the
October and November
issues. If you have any
questions do not hesitate
to call Ida.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Cub Scouts 6:30 pm
Confirmation 7 pm
Illustrating Our
Faith 7 pm

26 Sunday School
9:30 am—Worship
9:45 am
TESTIFY 6 pm
“Friendsgiving”
28

NO
20
21
CONFIRMATION
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm
Yarns of
Compassion 7pm

19 Sunday School
9:30 am—Worship
9:45 am

14
Reflections in the
Season Noon
Council 7 pm

7
Reflections in the
Spirit 7 pm

Tue

13
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm
Confirmation 7 pm

6 WSM 7pm
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm
Confirmation 7 pm

Mon

12
YOUTH
SUNDAY 9:45 am

5 Sunday School
9:30 am—Worship
9:45 am
Pulla Bread and
Bake Sale
PADS 6 pm

Sun
Thu

29

Location to be Determined

7 pm to 8:30 pm

22

15
Reflections in the
Word “On
Animals” 7 pm

8
Reflections in the
Word On Animals
7 pm

30
Choir 7 pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

23

16
Choir 7 pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

Chili Supper
3:30 pm to 7 pm
COOL Board 7pm
Choir 7pm

9

1
2
Reflections in the
Choir 7 pm
Word On Animals” Boy Scouts 7 pm
7 pm

Wed

24

17
WSM Bible Study
at Ida Dudleston’s
10 am & 5:30 pm

10

3
Pulla Bake Set-Up

Fri

25

18

Private Birthday
Party

11

Pulla Baking

Prayer Team 9 am

4

Sat
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Serving Us This Month
Lectors

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087
Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Sept.—May

Sundays

Acolyte s Sundays

11/05

Jan Smith

11/05 Morgan Schroetter & Kiera Stelter

11/12

Youth Sunday

11/19

Janet Meyer

11/12 Emily Waight & Madison Falkinham

11/26

Magnus Swanson

Assisting Minister
Jill Shepherd (1st and 3rd Sundays)

Communion Assistant
Magnus Swanson (4th Sunday)

Altar Guild
Kevin Huebner & Nancy Inskeep

11/19 David Sparesus & Dominic Stelter
11/26 Logan & Dylan Schroetter

Projectionists Sundays
11/05 Dana Lundtveit
11/12 Zack Ammons
11/19 Magnus Swanson
11/26 Annika Swanson

Sound Technicians

Ushers
11/05

Sara Griffin & Vicki Mattson

11/12

Youth Sunday
Sara Griffin & Vicki Mattson

11/19

Sara Griffin & Carol Bonnes

11/26

Sara Griffin & Kurt or Kathy

11/05 Evelyn Fontana or Nick Fontana
11/12 Andrew Oye
11/19 Danyel Sparesus
11/26 Evelyn Fontana

Schild
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