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Great Expectations
As we begin a new year (Advent!), it is time to align our
expectations of what may be, with our Christian HOPE.
St. Paul says, (Romans 5:5)... hope does not disappoint
us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
If we are to experience Great, Godly things in this New
Year, then we must adjust our behavior to meet those Great, Godly, expectations.
1. Expect to meet new people in worship. John 4:35 “I tell you, look
around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. Express an
expectation to meet new people at worship this year by wearing your
name tag.
2. Expect to meet God in worship. Psalm 37:7 Be still before the LORD,
and wait patiently for him; We will reserve the sanctuary as a place
for silence before worship begins. A place where people can prepare
to meet the LORD in silence. Fellowship and conversation will be encouraged in the narthex and fellowship hall.
3. Expect that St. Mark’s ministry is going to change in line with the needs
of its people and the community within which we live. Acts 4:34 There
was not a needy person among them… To express our HOPE that we
will adjust congregational resources to new needs, we are asking that
everyone sit in a different place than they usually have. If you sit on
the left side of the sanctuary, sit now on the right, and so on. By
changing where you sit, you are expressing the expectation that St.
Mark’s is not going to “maintain our place” but we are going to move
on with Great Expectations, rooted in profound Christian hope.
Thank you for demonstrating your high hopes and expectations for St.
Mark’s with changed behavior that supports and promotes it.
Merry Christmas!
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Come celebrate the gift
of Jesus Christ.
Grow together
in faith and love.
Share the Good News with all.
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We thank the people who
have memorialized these
friends and loved ones for
their generosity.
12/02 Valerie Stenson
12/03 Eleanor Senteney
12/04 Giovanni Diaz
12/04 Vicki Mattson
12/06 Alexander Sittig
12/07 Linda Dietz
12/07 Luke Solita
12/10 Ella Chand
12/13 Shannon Stelter
12/14 Kathryn Kottka
12/15 Nancy Inskeep
12/17 Zachary Ammons
12/19 Sue Broemelkamp
12/20 Rachel Sheppard
12/22 Mark Taylor
12/22 Janice Thorstenson
12/23 Steven Myllymaki
12/25 Sandra Falkinham
12/25 Cynthia Keister
12/26 Ashley Perez
12/27 Susan Baehr
12/27 Dinora Congdon
12/27 Anita Wells
12/31 Jane Oye
12/31 Mark Yocius

The following gifts were given in loving Memory of:
 Sandy’s Mom, Polly Mitten, in honor of her birthday on
December 29th from Sandy & Ken Falkinham


Dr. Gilbert (Gil) Mackey from Frank & Lu Ann Tersar,
Sandra & Shawn Stephenson, Gust & Beverly
Petropoulos, Louise Hill, Susan Berquist & Gurnee
Caregivers Group, William & Virginia Durkin, Carol,
Suomu, Bridgette Otterbacher, Bob & Helen Ostman,
Carol Bonnes, Lucille Tolonen, Mae Smith, Helen
Binning, Laura Raykiewicz, Jill Shepherd, Eleanore & Al
Wienke, Ann Roberts, Kurt & Kathy Schild, Sally Koziol,
Alice Harju, Al & Ida Dudleston, Nancy Inskeep, Lise
Myllymaki, Jim & Cindy Keister



James Harold Sullivan from Sandy & Shawn Stephenson,
Rose Thompson & Family, Jeanette Kuehnle & Kim
Berent, Mike & Pat Nelis

December Anniversaries
Rich & Karen Yocious

December 14th

James & Robbyn McFadden

December 20th

Jack & Sue Broemelkamp

December 27th

Wayne & Kim Voss

December 27th

If your name/s have not appeared in recognition of your birthday,
wedding anniversary or a memorial gift, please contact the church office.
We want to include all celebrations and memorials. 847-623-5135
W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Mission of the
Month— Debt
Reduction
You can help defray the cost
of our mortgage in several ways.
1. Make a gift to the Vision Fund. The Vision
Fund capital is used for non-budgetary
expenditures, which would include debt
reduction.
2. You can gift the interest on the “notes” that
were issued to members to raise capital.
Depending on the size of the note and the life of
the note, different interest rates were
established. If you can gift back the interest on
your investment, this would greatly help!
3. You can gift your “note”. Some of you may be
able to release the congregation from it
indebtedness to you by surrendering the note as
an offering.
In each and all of these ways, you can help St.
Mark’s ministry through December’s Mission of the
Month!

Dear St. Marks
Thank you for your continued support of Bethel New
Life. Bethel is grateful for your generous donation of
$234.00. It has taken dedication and hard work to
continue the work and successes we have achieved.
We have spoken at length about our West Side Forward> (WSF>) strategy to reduce concentrated poverty and improve the collective standard of living in
the communities we serve. The strong slate of impactful programs we are delivering through this strategy provides opportunities for community residents in
the areas of income and job creation (business development) and career preparation and fulfillment
(workforce development).
The staff and board of Bethel New Life join me in extending heartfelt thanks for your donation.
Sincerely,
Ed Coleman
President & CEO
Dear Friends,
It is with sincere appreciation that we acknowledge
your generous donation to the COOL Ministries in the
amount of $567 for September 2017. We are blessed
by your kindness and would like to thank all who
made this donation possible.
COOL is committed to identifying and adapting to the
ever-changing needs of our community, and our staff
works very hard to continue providing the highest level of services to those who come to us seeking assistance.
Warmest Regards,
Mindy Lindholm
Executive Director

COOL FOOD
PANTRY—
FOOD OF THE MONTH:

Side Dishes

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
Origin of the Christmas Crèche
But ask the animals, and they will teach you;
the birds of the air, and they will tell you;
ask the plants of the earth, and they will teach you; and
the fish of the sea will declare to you…
In his hand is the life of every living thing and the breath
of every human being.
Job 12: 7-8, 10

Saint Francis of Assisi (1181-1226) is associated with
the patronage of animals and the natural
environment. Each year at St. Mark’s in October we
celebrate St. Francis’ Feast Day with the blessing of
our animals. There are many stories and legends
about St. Francis and his love of creation: taming
the wolf of Gubbio who had been killing and eating
animals and even people, and the falcon who woke
Francis each night to pray, and the lamb who
followed St. Francis into the church, where its
bleating mingled with the chants of the
congregants. It is said that on his deathbed St.
Francis thanked his donkey for carrying and
assisting him throughout his life, and his donkey
wept.
St. Francis’ love for creation was exhibited by his
communication with the created order. Each of
these stories demonstrates why so many religious
traditions find it easy to relate to this particular
saint. Buddhists, Jains (Jain Dharma-one of the
most ancient Indian religions and considered the
most peaceful religion), and Muslims find in Francis
one who truly demonstrated his love for all beings.
(Dr. Mana Jaoudi, Professor in Humanities and
Religious Studies at California State University in
Sacramento)
Francis even loved insects and
worms! Francis once removed a
worm so that it would not be
trampled upon the road; another
time he freed doves which had
been sold at market. He even
praised the planets and elements
and called them “Brother Sun”
and “Sister Moon,” “Sister Water” and “Brother
Fire.”
W e b s i t e :

St. Bonaventure (1221-1274) in his Life of St. Francis
of Assisi states “He savored in each and every
creature—as in so many rivulets—that Goodness
which is their fountain-source.” Following is the
story of St. Francis and the origin of the Christmas
crèche told by St. Bonaventure.
It happened in the third year before his death
(1223), that St. Francis was visiting the town of
Grecio to celebrate Christmas. Francis wished to
excite the inhabitants to commemorate the nativity
of the infant Jesus with great devotion, so he asked
permission from Pope Honorius III to set up a
manger with hay and two live animals—an ox and an
ass—in a cave in the Italian village.
Francis then invited the villagers to come gaze upon
the scene while he preached about “the babe of
Bethlehem.”) He was supposedly so overcome by
emotion that he couldn’t say “Jesus.” According to
Bonaventure, Francis’ mirroring of Christ’s love for
all creation was so real, that in the manger appeared
the infant Jesus!
“This vision was not unfitting for the Child Jesus had
been forgotten in the hearts of many, but, by the
working of his grace, he was brought to life again
through Saint Frances and stamped upon their
fervent memory. The hay in which the Christ child lay
was fed to people and animals who were ill, and it
freed them from their diseases. The woods rang
with the voices of the crowd and the rocks made
answer to their jubilation.”
The nativity scene’s popularity took off from there.
Within a couple of centuries, nativity scenes had
spread throughout Europe.
Francis sought occasion to love God in everything. He
delighted in all the works of God’s hands and from the
vision of joy on earth, his mind soared aloft to the lifegiving source and cause of all. In everything beautiful, he
saw (God) who is beauty itself, and he followed his
Beloved everywhere by (God’s) likeness imprinted on
creation. –St. Bonaventure

May you see God’s peace, joy and love
in all of God’s creation,
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Leader

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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2018 Pasty Sale
Over the years the Women of St. Mark’s Pasty Sale
project has provided great fellowship and service for
all our members and friends. The pasty sale will
continue to give us a vehicle to support the needs in
the local community, as well as nationally.
WORKERS ARE NEEDED IN JANUARY 2018

To continue the project, we need you!
Men, women, confirmands, high school students and
friends of St. Mark’s… anyone who would be willing to
help in service and fellowship.
SIGN UP BEGINNING SUNDAY,
January 7, 2018 in the Narthex
Volunteers are needed to:
 SERVE LUNCH to the workers
 PEEL & CHOP vegetables
 ROLL & FILL crusts
 CLEAN UP
We will find a job for you for whatever time you
can share.

Work Schedule:

Tuesday, January 23rd, 2018
Wednesday, January 24, 2018
Thursday, January 25, 2018
Friday, January 26, 2018
Saturday, January 27, 2018

Please make a COMMITMENT to help us continue the
great pasty tradition at St. Mark’s Church. Without
WORKERS, PASTIES cannot be baked, ORDERS cannot
be filled, FRIENDSHIPS cannot begin and MISSION
GOALS cannot be met.

ORDER INFORMATION

“Come, Grow, Share.”

THERE WILL BE NO WAITING LIST.
Beginning January 1st order forms will be on the
information table in the Narthex and downstairs on
the tables in front of the mailboxes. They will be
removed when order quota is met.
Paper Orders > starting Sunday, January 7th, place
your completed order form in the designated
“PASTY ORDERS” box in the Narthex.”
PHONE ORDERS > please call Kathy Anderson, our
office manager no earlier than 9am on Monday,
January 8th. In fairness to everyone, please do not
call before that time.

PRICE INFORMATION
The price for pasties will remain at $6.00 this year.
WHAT IS A PASTY??

It is a meat pie, a blend of beef & pork & potatoes &
onions & carrots. The mixture is placed in a crust …
the crust is folded over, sealed and baked.
DELICIOUS .. once you’ve tasted one, you can’t wait
until the next sale.

In the same way, let your light shine before
men, that they may see your good deeds and
praise your Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

We will stop taking pasty orders when we reach 1200.
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Reformation 500 Banquet St. Mark’s started
the celebration with a banquet on October
14th.
AROUND THE WORLD — ETHNIC LUNCHEON
SUNDAY, JANUARY 14, 2018
11:30 AM.
Free Will Donation
A sign up sheet is posted on the counter in the
narthex of the church to list your name, number of
people attending and Ethnic dish to share.
What is an Ethnic Dish? A special food from your
Heritage — maybe your Mother or Grandmother
made it for a family gathering or special holiday meal
which you remember as very special. Or maybe you
have a good "all American" dish to share. We
would like to know what you plan to bring and
country of origin, so we can have labels ready to
identify all dishes.
Please note: We will not be serving the regular coffee
hour on this Sunday as everyone is invited to attend
the "Around the World Luncheon".
Ministry of Hospitality Team
Lucille Tolonen, Team Leader

Christmas Pageant
The Christmas Pageant will be held on Sunday,
December 17th during worship.

WSM December Session:
The WSM Bible Study
group will meet on
Friday, December 8 at 10
a.m. and 5:30 p.m. in the
home of Ida Dudleston.
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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BLESSING BAGS FOR PADS

Thank You
The Women of St. Mark’s thank everyone who gave
of their time and talent in preparing, baking and bagging the Pulla.

A thank you also goes to the bakers of the congregation who donated so many delicious items to the
bake sale. Because of your combined contributions
and those who purchased the bake sale items, both
COOL & PADs will be able to use the monies we
earned to help in their outreach to the community.
God’s Work, Our Hands, Our Blessing

Ninth Annual Chili Supper — THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who supported the Chili Supper held on November 9th, 2017 for the benefit of the
COOL food pantry. Our records show we served 156
people in our fellowship hall and had 41carry-out
meals. 18 people enjoyed a second bowl of chili. Total
profit from food sales and all donations to COOL will
be around $2750.00.
Thank you to everyone who worked to make this possible, which will help feed so many people in need at
this time. A special thank you to all our Youth Group
and the Boy Scouts who were kept very busy during the
chili supper. To all our dedicated workers, thank you
very much.
GODS’S WORK—OUR HANDS
Lucille Tolonen, Team Leader
"In everything you do, put God first,
And he will direct you and crown your efforts with
success" Proverbs 3:6

W e b s i t e :

WHAT'S INSIDE:
* Tissue pack
* Lip balm
* Hand cream
*Gloves
* Pair of socks
* Nuts
* Granola bars
* Gum
* Candy
* Spare Change
*$5 McDonald's
gift card
**We would need 50 of Each

This is a Joint Mission Project between Youth &
Family Ministry & The Social Justice Team!
Distributing at December PADS Dinner

Spare Change
Sundays
Do you have spare change
weighing down your
pockets or purse? How about your couch
cushions or the seat of your car? The St.
Mark's Youth is looking for your loose
change!!! We have declared the final Sunday of each month as "Spare Change Sunday!!" please bring your spare change in and
deposit it in our bucket outside the Sanctuary. We will be using that spare change to
defray the cost of the upcoming ELCA Youth
Gathering in Houston.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

the messenger

8

Youth Sunday We had a wonderful Youth Sunday service on November 12th. Our Youth did a
fantastic job leading us in worship. So very proud and grateful for each one!!

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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REFORMATION QUIZ QUESTION
Answer to last month’s quiz question:
Luther wrote the Small Catechism to help
parents be like pastors to their children.
TRUE!
On Reformation 500 Day October 29th we heard a dialogue presented by Erv Uhlman and Paul Durand. In
the dialogue Martin Luther (Paul) tells the narrator
(Erv): “I wrote the Small Catechism to help parents
be like pastors to their kids, teaching them how God
loves them and how they can return their love to God
and others…I believe every family should have and
make use of the small catechism.”
In the Preface to the Small Catechism (refer to The
Book of Concord) Luther tells us that the catechism is
for the entire Christian community—children, parents
and guardians, pastors and teachers—for their whole
lives.
Professor Timothy Wengert, Professor emeritus of
Reformation history at LTS Philadelphia, tells us the
early small catechisms were booklets and had pictures: a woodcut of biblical stories for every commandment, for the Apostle’s Creed, for the Lord’s
Supper and the sacraments. It was meant for everyone in the household—even those who couldn’t read.
Before the booklets, the Small Catechism started on
posters, with individual sheets for
the Ten Commandments, creed,
Lord’s Prayer, baptism, the Lord’s
Supper, prayers at table, and morning and evening prayers. At the top
of each sheet was a caption addressed to the heads of the household (“The Lord’s Prayer in a very
simple way in which the head of a
house is to present it to the household”). It served as a teacher’s guide
for parents.
When the booklet form came out, besides pictures,
Luther added things for the family:
“The Household Chart of Some Bible Passages for All
Kinds of Holy Orders and Walks of Life” (sometimes
called “The Table of Duties”) and versions of German
marriage and baptismal services.
Professor Wengert states “the catechism was serious
indoctrination, but a salutary one; it strengthens faith,
W e b s i t e :
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provides comfort in the face of spiritual attacks and
bears the saving gospel of Christ. The Small Catechism was a remarkable gift Luther gave to the
church when he wrote it in 1529.”
“In short, I will preach it, teach it, write it, but I will
constrain no one by force, for faith must come freely
without compulsion. Take myself as an example. I
opposed indulgences and all the papists, but never
with force. I simply taught, preached and wrote
God’s Word; otherwise I did nothing. And while I
slept, or drank Wittenberg beer with my friends
Philipp and Amsdorf,
the Word … did everything.”
Martin Luther (1483-1586)

Honduras New Baby Project
From those who have so much...
To those who have so little.
Women of St. Mark’s latest mission is a plea for
slightly used baby clothes in sizes 0 to 6 months
(please no new baby clothes) for babies born in
Honduras..
Many mothers in Honduras are unable to provide
clothes to bring their new born babies home from
the hospital in. Stop now and think
how you would feel if you had to bring
your new born baby home naked.
That’s right...naked. These mothers
need our help and help from others
like us.
Keep in mind the weather in Honduras is hot continuously throughout the year...so please look for
clothes that are light-weight in sizes 0 to 6 months.
Please bring the donation of baby clothes to St.
Mark’s and put them into a donation box that is
marked:
Honduras New Baby Project.
Women of St. Mark’s Board thanks you for your support in this project and the women of Honduras will
be grateful.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Wed
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31 Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am

26

27

25

24 Worship 4pm
and 11pm

13
Reflections in the
Word 7pm

20
Reflections in the
Word 7pm

Council 7pm

12 Reflections in
the Season Noon

5 Reflections in the 6
Spirit 7pm
Reflections in the
Word 7pm

Tue

17 Christmas
18 Cub Scouts
19
Pageant 9:45 am
6:30 pm
Gift Wrapping After NO CONFIRMATION
Worship
Yarns of
Compassion 7pm`

10 Sunday School
11 Cub Scouts
9:30 am Worship
6:30 pm
9:45 am
Confirmation 7pm
Gift Wrapping After
Worship

3 Sunday School
4 Cub Scouts
9:30 am Worship
6:30 pm
9:45 am
Confirmation 7pm
Gift Wrapping After
Worship
PADS 6pm

Sun

Kathy on Vacation

28
Choir 7pm
Boy Scouts 7pm

21
Choir 7pm
Boy Scouts 7pm

14
Choir 7pm
Boy Scouts 7pm

7
Choir 7pm
Boy Scouts 7pm

Thu

29

15

8

1

Fri

30

23 Worship 9:45am

16 Christmas Pageant
Dress Rehearsal 9 am

9
Parents’ Night Out
4 pm to 7 pm

2 Prayer Team 9am

Sat
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Serving Us This Month

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087
Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday
School
9:30 a.m.
Sept.—May

Lectors Sundays
Christmas Eve
12/03 Lucille Tolonen
12/10 Linda Dieitz
12/17 Christmas Pageant
12/23 Laura Swanson
12/24 4pm
Genie Durand
12/24 11pm
Ken Swanson
12/31 Jill Shepherd
Assisting Minister
Paul Durand (1st and 3rd Sundays)
Communion Assistant
12/10 & 12/23, 12/24 4pm, 12/31 Genie
Durand
12/24 11pm Ken Swanson
Altar Guild
Loren & Margaret Congdon, Nancy
Inskeep
Ushers
12/3 Kurt & Kathy Schild
12/10, 12/17, 12/24 Tom & Julie
Wendorf
12/31 Al & Ida Dudleston

THE M ESSENGER
St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087-1343

Acolyte s Sundays
12/03 Morgan Schroetter & Kiera Stelter
12/10 Evan Lundtveit & David Sparesus
12/17 Emily Waight & Dominic Stelter
12/23 Logan Schroetter & Madison
Falkinham
12/24 4pm David Sparesus & Madison
Falkinham
12/24 11pm Logan & Dylan Schroetter
12/31 Morgan Schroetter & Emily
Raykiewicz
Projectionists Sundays
12/03 Annika Swanson
12/10 Dana Lundtveit
12/17 Zack Ammons
12/23 Annika Swanson
12/24 4pm Annika Swanson
12/24 11pm Sophia Diaz
12/31 Zack Ammons
Sound Technicians
12/03 Andrew Oye
12/10 Danyel Sparesus
12/17 Matthew Hopkins
12/23 Evelyn Fontana
12/24 4pm Danyel Sparesus
12/24 11pm Nick Fontana
12/31 Evelyn Fontana

stamp
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