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The Messenger

OUR STAFF

“Help me Know What I Need to Do”
—our stewardship prayer.

The Stewardship team has been working
hard to help us Reform St. Mark’s ministry
around the resources of its membership. To
aid us in this process wrist bracelets and
prayer beads have been distributed to worshipping members. If you have not yet received one of these prayer icons, they are
available for distribution each Sunday morning. We are asking that every member take 1 minute each day during Lent to pray a simple prayer: “Help me know what I need to do”,
completing that minute of prayer silently listening for God’s response to your prayer.
It is important that we keep our commitment of time, talent and
treasure tied to God’s Word and Prayer. It takes the power of the
Holy Spirit to help us embrace God’s vision for St. Mark’s. Through
Word and Prayer, we will find that vision.
The Stewardship initiative was formally launched on Ash Wednesday.
Our first gathering of the congregation took place on February 18th.
We thank all those who were in attendance. The pledges of support
will be gathered on Easter Sunday, April 1st during worship. This
reformation of St. Mark’s, will process over the next three years.
Answers to the Stewardship prayer are already evident. One person
said, “Because of the tax breaks, I will be receiving an extra $100 a
month...this can be my gift over the next three years”. Another person said, “I’m paying off my mortgage...that will be available now to
help.”
Keep praying, “Help me know what I need to do.” Thank you!
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Come celebrate the gift
of Jesus Christ.
Grow together
in faith and love.
Share the Good News with all.
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We thank the people who have memorialized
these friends and loved ones for their generosity.
Birthdays
03/01 Emily Raykiewicz
03/06 Alexis Koth
03/06 Dominic Stelter
03/06 Ervin Uhlman
03/07 Betty Tentes
03/10 Carol Bradbury
03/10 Callie Spengler
03/11 Lynn Deram
03/11 Lindy Haapanen
03/12 Dave Norkus
03/13 Claire Lundtveit
03/14 Lauren Hernandez
03/15 Nichole Truby
03/16 Glenn Collins
03/16 Annika Swanson
03/18 Nicholas Fontana
03/21 Steven Aukee
03/22 Madison Falkinham
03/22 Julie Wendorf
03/23 Sophia Diaz
03/23 Shawn Stephenson
03/24 Evan Lundtveit
03/26 Kimberly Baehr
03/26 Wayne Voss
03/28 Jacqueline Tentes
03/29 Kenneth Falkinham
03/30 Matthew Hopkins
03/30 Michael Spengler
03/31 Daniel Voss

The following gifts were given in In Memory
of:

Irene Wilson from Ken & Sandy Falkinham,


Dorothy Mackey from Jill Shepherd,

March 10th—Clyde & Helen Fawcett
March 24th—Gregory & Leslie DeTogne
March 29th—Tom & Betty Nicklas
March 31st—Antonio & Diane Hernandez

If your name/s have not appeared in recognition of
your birthday, wedding anniversary or a memorial
gift, please contact the church office. We want to
include all celebrations and memorials.
847-623-5135

Mark Your Calendars: Another Life-Line Screening will be
held at St. Mark’s on Tuesday, March 6th, 2018. Flyers are
available in the Narthex and Fellowship Hall.
W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Mission of the
Month—
Waukegan to
College
Waukegan to College believes there are many
hundreds, if not thousands, of Waukegan students
not reaching their full potential. For students and
families who do not consider college to be an option,
Waukegan to College seeks to inform families about
the rules of the “college game” through workshops
and one-on-one counseling. In addition, support
programs like weekly tutoring and coaching, help
ensure that students get on and stay on a path to
college.
Students in Waukegan to College range from 5th
graders to sophomores in college. By starting the
program with students just before they enter middle
school, W2C establishes high academic expectations
and a concrete sense that college, with hard work, is
attainable.
Waukegan to College more than doubled from 25
students in its first year to 60 in the 2012-13 school
year — this number now includes 3 third-year
college, 5 second-year college and 3 first-year
college students who would likely not be there
without Waukegan To College. Often, W2C works
with the oldest child in the family and the younger
siblings benefit from the understanding of the
college process that parents gain. As the current 1st
grader in the family grows up, his parents will be
well-attuned to the importance of getting good
grades, taking challenging courses, beginning to save
for college at an early grade, and the many other
critical aspects of pursuing higher education.

“Come, Grow, Share.”

expected to give back to the program by helping
families new to W2C become oriented to our
program and by being W2C ambassadors in their
community organizations. We believe that
ultimately this family outreach will be instrumental
in creating the college-going culture of the longterm vision.

For More Information—Waukegan
2 College now has their own website:
http://www.waukegantocollege.org/

In anticipation of Easter:
Easter is associated with the rebirth of nature as
well. Living things like plants sprout and grow.
They flourish and bloom. Each year St. Mark’s attempts to give the feeling of new life and hope with
the “Easter Garden” that is created at the altar
with live potted spring plants. Take a moment to
order a plant to be used in the display and which
can be taken home after the worship service on
Easter Sunday.
Order forms are available in the Narthex. Please
include your name, the type of flower, the quantity,
in memory or in honor of a loved one, and place the
completed order forms in offering plate or the box
marked “Easter Flowers” which is located on the
counter in the Narthex. Order before Thursday,
March 15th for best selection.
Please make checks payable to St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church.

A fundamental tenet of W2C is its focus on families.
Workshops delivering key information for pursuing
college admission are given for students and parents
and are presented in English and Spanish.
W2C fosters an environment where families are
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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STEPHEN MINISTRY

Grief
Part II
Listen to me, O house of Jacob, all the
remnant of the house of Israel, who have been borne by
me from your birth, carried from the womb; even to your
old age I am he, even when you turn gray I will carry
you. I have made, and I will bear; I will carry and will
serve. Isaiah 46:4
“Tears are the prayer-beads of all of us, men and
women, because they arise
from a fullness of the heart.”

I would like to share Sister Joan Chittister’s
thoughts about grief. I hope you are as inspired as I
was upon reading it.
God Speaks in Many Tongues
“Loss, any kind of loss—
rejection,
abandonment,
divorce, death—is a shocking,
numbing, grey thing that at the
outset, at least, freezes the
heart and slows the mind. Loss
changes life at the root.
Irrevocably. What was once
the center of life—the person,
the position, the plan, the title,
the lifestyle—is no more. Life is never the same
again.
What we have known, almost
unconsciously, often for years, to be good—to be
familiar, to be sure, to be certain—is gone,
snatched away without warning. What we took for
granted shifts and tilts, and weakens.
Emptiness becomes our new companion, God more
a rumor than a fact. Even our spiritual certainties
can fade a little. Where is God now when we are
left in a sea of disorientation? Where is the will of
God for us in loss?
Yet loss, once reckoned, once absorbed, is a
precious gift. No, I cannot be what I was before but
I can be—in fact I must be—something new. There
W e b s i t e :

is more of God in me, I discover in emptiness, than I
have even known in what I once took to be fullness.
There are spiritual lessons to be learned from loss
that can barely be divined by any other means. We
learn, just when we think we have nothing, that
what we do still have is ourselves. We have, deep
down inside us what no one can take away, what can
never be lost either to time or to chance: we have
the self that brought us to this point—and more. We
have gifts of God in abundance, never before
noticed, never touched, perhaps, but a breath in us
nevertheless and waiting to be tapped. We have
within us the raw material of life, and we have it for
the taking.
Loss, ironically enough, is the catalyst of newness, a
doorway to other parts of the soul, where what lies
dormant in us comes alive because without a
capacity for the unexplored, life dies.
You see, life is not one path; life is many paths, most
of them unexplored in favor of closer, clearer ones.
But when loss comes, our creating God comes again
to us in new and demanding ways so that we finish
the creation that has been begun in us.
Only grieving can release us from our grief. There is
no moving on to new life until we have faced the loss
of the past one. And that takes time. It takes time
to deal with the anger that comes from loss. It takes
time to regain perspective, and to see ourselves as
separate from what we’ve lost. It takes times to see
the hand of God in the depths of darkness. It is only
when we have celebrated the gift of what we’ve lost
that we are really ready to move beyond what has
been to what can be, to let
go.”
May God’s peace and love be
with you,
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Leader

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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PADS provides the only emergency, nonrestrictive homeless shelters in Lake County by
staffing 15 rotating sites fully with volunteers.
Nearly 160 persons are helped each evening by receiving 3 meals and a safe place to sleep.
Many sites offer showers and donated clothing. In addition, PADS offers many options for transitional housing with special programs for families, veterans, those with mental illness or substance abuse.
St. Mark's has been a partner with PADS for over 20 years and will continue our service this
year at Christian Assembly in Zion.
We'll serve dinners on the first Sunday of each month from October to April.
Volunteers are needed to:
1) Prepare the entrée
2) Purchase side dishes & lunch supplies & deliver to St. Mark's.
3) Set up & serve on Sunday evening from 6 to 8pm.
If you would like to help, please contact Laura Raykiewicz at 262-220-4476
or loveyellow19@yahoo.com
As in previous years, we will have a sign-up board in the Narthex for needed items & servers.
For more information about PADS, go to www.padslakecounty.org

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
July 23rd—27th
6pm—8:30pm
Contact Laura Swanson for details
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Seder Dinner
Thursday, March 29th
6:00 p.m. Dinner
8:00 p.m. Worship Service

Upon reaching age of 10 during this
calendar year (2018), or 5th grade,
your child is invited to make their 1st
communion. 1st communion is an important step in the spiritual development of your child that builds on the
covenant made in baptism.
The first communion preparation class
will take place:

Saturday, March 24th
9:30 A.M. TO 12:00 noon.

There will be a parents meeting on

Sunday March 18th @ 11:30 a.m.
[following worship]

Reservation forms will be
out soon. All reservations
should be in by March
22nd, 2018 A poster will
be put up to sign up for donations for the
Seder Dinner Plates and dinner items.
A FREE-WILL OFFERING WILL BE RECEIVED
TO OFFSET THE COSTS OF THE DINNER OVER
AND ABOVE THE DONATIONS.

Marlin H. Meyer Educational
Scholarship Fund
A $500.00 scholarship named in memory of
+Dr. Marlin H. Meyer+ is available to students
pursing a college degree who are members of
St. Mark’s or active in Testify or any other
Organization affiliated with St. Mark’s.
Applications must be returned to St. Mark’s
by May 1st. Applications for the scholarship
may be picked up in the church office.

At this meeting we will review the
teachings of this Sacrament and outline the expectations of the student
and the class.

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Spare Change Sundays
Do you have spare change weighing down
your pockets or purse? How about your
couch cushions or the seat of your car? The
St. Mark's Youth is looking for your loose
change!!! We have declared the final Sunday
of each month as "Spare Change Sunday!!" please bring your spare change in and
deposit it in our bucket outside the Sanctuary. We will be using that spare change to
help defray the cost of the 2018 ELCA Youth
Gathering.
THANKS!!

WSM Bible Study March
This month we will study the third session
of "Multiple Meanings" written by Mark
Allan Powell.
The assigned reading is Luke 10: 30-37. It
is the story of the Good Samaritan. We
will read how two nations view the story
differently. Do you identify with the men
walking down the road or the one in the
ditch?
The meeting is on March 9th at 10 a.m.
and 5:30 p.m. in the home of Ida
Dudleston.
(847-336-5096)

Lenten Worship Schedule
Ash Wednesday Worship February 14th @
7:00 p.m.
Wednesdays Soup Suppers @ 6:00 p.m.
February 21st hosted by Reflections in the
Season
February 28th hosted by Social Justice &
Youth & Family Teams
March 7th hosted by Drama Music & Worship
March 14th hosted by Yarns of Compassion
March 21st hosted by Boy Scouts
Thank you in advance for your willingness to serve - WSM Board
Lenten Worship Services @ 7:00 p.m.

Holy Week
Maundy Thursday Thursday, March 29th,
Seder Dinner @ 6:00p.m.
1st Communion Worship
@ 8:00 p.m.
Good Friday
Friday, March 30th,
Good Friday Tenebrae
Service 7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday

W e b s i t e :

Sunday, April 1st,
Worship @ 9:45 a.m.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Dear Lucille & St. Marks Women’s Hospitality
Thank you all so much for the delicious luncheon you
prepared after my mother, Dorothy Mackey’s funeral
service. My Mom and Dad loved you all (and I do
too!!) and they thank you from Heaven. I thank you
again. You are all special, dear ladies.
God Bless You,
Diana Nettesheim
Dear Ladies of the Prayer Shawl Guild
I thank you for the beautiful Prayer Shawl which you
presented to me on the day of my mother, Dorothy
Mackey’s funeral service. The shawl is very comforting and warm and I fell God’s love embracing me
when I wear it through your prayers and beautiful
workmanship.
God Bless You All,
With Love,
Daughter Diana
We would like to thank everyone who participated in
our Stewardship Launch event the evening
of February 18, 2018. We were happy to see the
evening was well received by the participants and
the interactions of questions and answers. If you
weren't able to attend or just have questions,
please seek out either Pastor, Bridgette or
myself. We will be happy to sit and discuss with you
any questions you have. We are excited to see how
our church will grow and reform as we all pray: Dear
Jesus, Help me to know what I need to do!
God's Peace,
Genie Durand & Bridgette Otterbacher
Stewardship Leadership

W e b s i t e :

Dear Women of St. Marks
Please accept my most sincere and gracious THANK
YOU for your generous contribution of $600.00 to
PADS Lake County, Inc. Your support makes an incredible difference in the lives of the people we serve.
Because of gifts like yours, PADS is able to provide
support and resources to the ever growing number of
individuals and families that experience homelessness. We have worked tirelessly to ensure that anyone who needs shelter can receive it. But just as importantly, we work with them all to find a path out of
shelter and into housing of their own.
Last year, we continued our focus on helping people
move out of shelter into either permanent housing or
a transitional program. We achieved this for a remarkable 72% of the more than 2,000 people we
served over all. While the overall number continues
to grow ( a new record set every year ), our ability to
help individuals and families find their best path out
of homelessness also grows.
The entire PADS family and I are grateful that you
have chosen us to be the steward of your gift as we
strive to fulfill our mission. With your help, we can
help the homeless find a way.
Sincerely,
Joel Williams
Executive Director

COOL FOOD PANTRY—
FOOD OF THE MONTH:

TUNA
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Mission Interpreter
News and Thanks from Lutheran
Disaster Response
Thanks to all for the generous support
provided to Lutheran Disaster Response
in 2017. As we reflect and begin a New
Year, The Rev. Daniel Rift, Director, ELCA World
Hunger and Disaster Appeal shares some thoughts
about what has been done. Because of your generosity, our church is able to walk alongside disaster
survivors, meeting urgent needs and helping with
the long road to recovery.
 In Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, we provided relief supplies to survivors and supported
pastors so that they can focus on caring for their
congregations and communities. We are currently
assisting Lutheran Social Services of the Virgin Islands and the Caribbean Synod to build their capacities to respond to the disaster.
 In Haiti and Cuba, we’ve replaced lost tools for
farmers affected by the hurricane so they can get
back to work, helped woman-headed households
with cash assistance, and helped families get daily
life back to normal with dishes, cookware and blankets.
 In Texas, we're part of a group doing case management for survivors of disasters, and plans are
underway for a respite retreat for rostered ministers.
 In Florida, we've supported our affiliate in
providing crisis counseling for thousands of
people in 20 counties.
And much, much more is in the works as we continue to work closely with our affiliates, synods, companions and other partners.
Our goal? To have more resilient communities that
are less vulnerable to the next disaster. Thanks to
you, we’re on the way there. I’ve already been imW e b s i t e :

pressed by the resiliency of our neighbors who survived disasters. Here are a few quotes that stuck
with me recently:
 "Virgin Islanders are strong and caring people.
We have been hit hard, and so many are suffering.
Despite this, people are joining together and supporting each other and forging a recovery out of the
devastation." – Christopher Finch, St. Croix
 "Every day when I get up the first thing I do is
give thanks to the Lord because I can see the light
of a new day, not the electric light, a new opportunity to be alive and do the thing the Lord has
called me to do." – the Rev. Idalia Negron, Puerto
Rico
 "People are overwhelmed with the process, but
they are also overwhelmed with love of the church,
the neighbor and the stranger." – Beverly Davis,
Houston
Thank you again for partnering with us as we answer the invitation to be part of God's renewing
work in the world.
Erv Uhlman
Mission Interpreter

Souper Bowl of Caring Thank you to all who
contributed cash and cans of soup in support
of the Youth & Family Souper Bowl of Caring.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

W e b s i t e :

Sunday School
9:30am

Sunday School
9:30am

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

TESTIFY 6pm

Worship 9:45am

Sunday School 9:30am

25

Parents Meeting for 1st
Communion 11:30am

Worship 9:45am

18

Worship 9:45am

11 Sunday School
9:30am

PADS 6pm

Worship 9:45am

4

Sun

Worship 8pm

29

Choir 7pm

Boy Scouts 7pm

22

Illustrating Our Faith
7pm

28

Soup Supper 6pm

21
Lenten Worship
7pm

Choir 7pm

Boy Scouts 7pm

15

Seder Dinner 6pm

27

20

Soup Supper 6pm

14
Lenten Worship
7pm

Choir 7pm

Boy Scouts 7pm

8

Choir 7pm

Worship 7pm

30

23

16

WSM Bible Study at Ida
Dudleston’s 10am and
5:30 pm

9

2

1
Boy Scouts 7pm

Fri

Thu

Cub Scouts 6:30pm

NO CONFIRMATION

26

Yarns 7pm

Confirmation 7pm

19 Cub Scouts
6:30pm

Wed

LifeLine Screening 7
8:30am—4pm
Lenten Worship
7pm
Reflections in the Spirit
7pm
Soup Supper 6pm
6

Tue

12 Church Office
13 Reflections in the
Closed—Kathy Vacation Season NOON
Cub Scouts 6:30pm
Church Council 7pm
Confirmation 7pm

WSM 7pm

Confirmation 7pm

5 Cub Scouts 6:30pm

Mon

31

1st Communion Class
9:30 am to Noon

24

17

10

Prayer Team 9am

3

Sat
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Serving Us This Month
Lectors
03/04
03/11
03/18
03/25

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087

Sundays
Lucille Tolonen
Sally Katalinch
Linda Dietz
Palm Sunday

Assisting Minister
Eric Aho (1st and 3rd Sundays)

Communion Assistant
Ken Swanson (2nd and 4th Sundays)

Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First)

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Sept.—May

Altar Guild
Wayne & Ann Kottka

Ushers
Carol Bonnes & Sara Griffin

Sunday School Teachers
03/04
03/11
03/18
03/25

Jenny Theis & Laura Raykiewicz
Laura Raykiewicz & Laura Swanson
Laura Swanson & Elise Diaz
Amy Fontana & Laura Swanson

Acolyte s Sundays
03/04
03/11
03/18
03/25

David Sparesus & Kiera Stelter
Emily Waight & Dominic Stelter
Evan Lundtveit & Madison Falkinham
Morgan Schroetter & Madison Falkinham

Acolyte s Wednesdays
03/07
03/14
03/21

Projectionists Sundays
03/04
03/11
03/18
03/25

Annika Swanson
Sophia Diaz
Sophia Diaz
Annika Swanson

Projectionists Wednesdays
03/07
03/14
03/21

To Be Determined
Dana Lundtveit
To Be Determined

Sound Technicians
03/04
03/11
03/18
03/25

Andrew Oye
Danyel Sparesus
Nick Fontana
Danyel Sparesus

Sound Techs Wednesdays
03/07
03/14
03/21

Danyel Sparesus
Evelyn Fontana
Evelyn Fontana

Maundy Thursday - March 29th
Acolytes Emily Waight & Emily Raykiewicz
Projectionist Annika Swanson
Sound Tech Evelyn Fontana

Good Friday - March 30th
Acolyte Dominic Stelter
Projectionist To Be Determined
Sound Tech Nick Fontana

Dylan Schroetter
Emily Raykiewicz
Kiera Stelter
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