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The 125th Anniversary of St. Mark’s
“Lutherans love anniversaries!” So said one of my history professors at the seminary. And indeed my work in parish ministry
for the past 36 years confirms that what he said is true. We
love anniversaries.
Last year Lutherans around the world celebrated
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. Thanks
to our Drama, Worship and Music ministry team,
we benefited from that celebration as we were
reenergized by our rich Lutheran heritage.
This year we have another important anniversary to
acknowledge and celebrate. It is the 125th Anniversary of our
congregation. From humble beginnings and nothing more than
a vision and passion for ministry, St. Mark’s was founded by
Finnish immigrants in 1893. Since that founding, St. Mark’s has
been located in 3 different cites within the city limits of
Waukegan. The relocation of the congregation witnesses to its
vitality. We are not afraid to change when change is demanded.
To honor the legacy of our ministry, St. Mark’s is gathering a
Thank Offering on Easter Sunday, April 1st. Nothing pleases our
Resurrected LORD more than a victory celebration, recognizing
an energetic ministry, committed to continually “rising from the
dead” as it moves forward, now to complete a second century
of ministry.
Our LORD promises to be in attendance. We hope you will too!
Happy Anniversary St. Mark’s!
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CONTACTS
Phone:
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Fax: 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail: stmarkslutheran@gmail.com
Website: stmarkslutheran.us
On Facebook:
“Friends of St. Marks”
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“St. Marks Lutheran Church”
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“God’s Work. St. Mark’s Hands”
“St. Marks Illustrating Our Faith”

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Come celebrate the gift
of Jesus Christ.
Grow together
in faith and love.
Share the Good News with all.
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Birthdays
04/01 Jack Broemelkamp
04/01 Levi Haapanen
04/05 Alan Dudleston
04/06 James Keister
04/07 Flip Flaminio
04/08 Cassandra Londo
04/10 Molly Lund
04/11 Michael Sybrandy
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Here are the changes of address (and phone number if
needed) for the following members of St. Marks:
Helen Binning
3524 7th Ave. #229
Kenosha, WI 53140
Phone: 262-288-6252
Maubra Foster
3654 Grove St.
Skokie, IL 60076

04/12 Brendan Voss
04/13 Matthew Nicklas
04/13 Helena Pelkonen
04/19 Cody Ammons
04/20 Monique Brikha
04/20 David Londo
04/22 Joanie Ryan
04/23 Robert Harmon
04/24 Daniel Fontana

Flip & Patricia Flaminio April 6th
Matthew & Megan Haapanen April 30th

04/25 Arnold Aho
04/25 James Vander Vere
04/30 Lucille Tolonen

If your name/s have not appeared in recognition of
your birthday, wedding anniversary or a memorial
gift, please contact the church office. We want to
include all celebrations and memorials.
847-623-5135
W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

3

Mission of the
Month—
Waukegan to
College

“Come, Grow, Share.”

this family outreach will be instrumental in creating
the college-going culture of the long-term vision.

Waukegan to College believes there are many
hundreds, if not thousands, of Waukegan students
not reaching their full potential. For students and
families who do not consider college to be an option,
Waukegan to College seeks to inform families about
the rules of the “college game” through workshops
and one-on-one counseling. In addition, support
programs like weekly tutoring and coaching, help
ensure that students get on and stay on a path to
college.
Students in Waukegan to College range from 5th
graders to sophomores in college. By starting the
program with students just before they enter middle
school, W2C establishes high academic expectations
and a concrete sense that college, with hard work, is
attainable.
Waukegan to College more than doubled from 25
students in its first year to 60 in the 2012-13 school
year — this number now includes 3 third-year
college, 5 second-year college and 3 first-year
college students who would likely not be there
without Waukegan To College. Often, W2C works
with the oldest child in the family and the younger
siblings benefit from the understanding of the
college process that parents gain. As the current 1st
grader in the family grows up, his parents will be
well-attuned to the importance of getting good
grades, taking challenging courses, beginning to save
for college at an early grade, and the many other
critical aspects of pursuing higher education.
A fundamental tenet of W2C is its focus on families.
Workshops delivering key information for pursuing
college admission are given for students and parents
and are presented in English and Spanish.
W2C fosters an environment where families are
expected to give back to the program by helping
families new to W2C become oriented to our
program and by being W2C ambassadors in their
community organizations. We believe that ultimately
W e b s i t e :

For More Information—Waukegan
2 College now has their own website:
http://www.waukegantocollege.org/

Youth & Family Fundraiser
A fundraiser has been scheduled at Portillo's for
Wed, April 11th. From 5:00-8:00pm, families can
eat at Portillo's or carry out and 20% of costs go
toward 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering trip to
Houston!

If anyone goes through drive-through, Portillo's
requests that people let the first order-taker know
that the order is part of St. Mark's Fundraiser.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
‘The Kindness Cure’
Christianity
“In everything do to others as you would have them
do to you; for this is the law and the prophets.” Matthew 7:12
Islam
Not one of you truly believes until you wish for
others what you wish for yourself. The Prophet of Muhammad, Hadith
Hinduism
This is the sum of duty; do not do to others what
would cause pain if done to yourself. Mahabharata 5:15-17
Judaism
You shall love your neighbor as yourself. - Leviticus
19:18
Taoism
Regard your neighbor’s gain as your own and your
neighbor’s loss as your own loss. Lao Tzu, T’ai Shang Kan Ying P-ien, 213-218
Native Spirituality
We are as much alive as we keep the earth alive. –
Chief Dan George
“If you haven’t any charity in your heart, you have
the worst kind of heart trouble.”
Bob Hope
Kindness- love and caring- permeates all the religions of the world. “All major religious traditions
carry basically the same message, that is love, compassion and forgiveness. The important thing is
they should be part of our daily lives.” Dalai Lama
I ran across something very interesting I read
awhile back.
Harold Kushner wrote that
“Sociologists studying the religions of primitive societies concluded that the earliest forms of religion

evolved not so much to connect people to God as to
connect them to other people…when there was a
death, when there was a war or famine, when there
was a natural disaster, religion brought people
together. They just needed not to be alone. That is
why…the true test of the effectiveness of a church or
synagogue is not the size or beauty of its building or
the attendance at services but how well people
come through for each other in difficult times and
how generously they share their happiness with each
other in good times.”
We need one another to survive!

I recently learned of a book called The Kindness
Cure. One chapter is titled “The Kinship of Belonging
to One Another.” We have a social responsibility not
only as Christians but as humans for the well-being
of others in our community. Everyone longs to belong.
The author tells how the yearning for communal caring is deeply embedded in us. Once upon a time children were held, carried, and passed from one person
to another as groups traveled across savannas, deserts, and mountains. Wrapped in slings or papooses, carried on shoulders, or held by the hand, it was
high-touch caregiving, shared across genders and
generations, involving mothers, fathers, aunts, uncles, grandparents, siblings, and near kin. This yearnContinued on Page 6

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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PADS provides the only emergency, nonrestrictive homeless shelters in Lake County by
staffing 15 rotating sites fully with volunteers.
Nearly 160 persons are helped each evening by receiving 3 meals and a safe place to sleep.
Many sites offer showers and donated clothing. In addition, PADS offers many options for transitional housing with special programs for families, veterans, those with mental illness or substance abuse.
St. Mark's has been a partner with PADS for over 20 years and will continue our service this
year at Christian Assembly in Zion.
We'll serve dinners on the first Sunday of each month from October to April.
Volunteers are needed to:
1) Prepare the entrée
2) Purchase side dishes & lunch supplies & deliver to St. Mark's.
3) Set up & serve on Sunday evening from 6 to 8pm.
If you would like to help, please contact Laura Raykiewicz at 262-220-4476
or loveyellow19@yahoo.com
As in previous years, we will have a sign-up board in the Narthex for needed items & servers.
For more information about PADS, go to www.padslakecounty.org

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
July 23rd—27th
6pm—8:30pm
Contact Laura Swanson for details
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Continued from Page 4

ing to come home to ourselves and each other is
what eco-philosopher Joanna Macy describes as
“intimate mutual belonging.”
The author continues that “kin” means “sameness,”
“relatedness,” and “of the same kind,” and it evokes
feelings of closeness and friendliness toward others.
At its root, the word “kindness” is aligned with kinship and is about community. Along the slow timeline of humanity, the most caring members of a community—the ones who ensured that kin and children
survived—carried those caregiving genes forward.
Did you know that when you are a kind person,
you’re not only helping others, you are helping yourself! I’ll continue next month on how beneficial the
side effects of kindness are: the “kindness cure!”
“Three things in human life are important. The first is
to be kind. The second is to be kind. And the third is
to be kind.” Henry James
Peace and love to you
Jill Shepherd — Stephen Leader

The stewardship resource materials were
sent out to the congregation on March 22nd.
If you did not receive
your materials please
call the church office
847-623-5135 and we
will assist you. If you are a “friend” of St.
Mark’s and would like a copy of the “125th
Anniversary Video” please ask and we will
provide one for you.
W e b s i t e :

Soup Supper—Wednesday, March 7th,
2018 hosted by Choir and the Drama Music &
Worship Team.

Marlin H. Meyer Educational
Scholarship Fund
A $500.00 scholarship named in memory of
+Dr. Marlin H. Meyer+ is available to students
pursing a college degree who are members of
St. Mark’s or active in Testify or any other
Organization affiliated with St. Mark’s.
Applications must be returned to St. Mark’s
by May 1st. Applications for the scholarship
may be picked up in the church office.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Spare Change Sundays
Do you have spare change weighing down
your pockets or purse? How about your
couch cushions or the seat of your car? The
St. Mark's Youth is looking for your loose
change!!! We have declared the final Sunday
of each month as "Spare Change Sunday!!" please bring your spare change in and
deposit it in our bucket outside the Sanctuary. We will be using that spare change to
help defray the cost of the 2018 ELCA Youth
Gathering.
THANKS!!

“Come, Grow, Share.”

WSM Bible Study March
The WSM study will be meet on Friday,
April 13, at 10 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. (Please
note the time change for the evening
session.)
This is the final session in a four-part
series that focuses on multiple meanings.
We have been examining ways in which
Bible stories can mean different things to
different people. Some people may focus
on the message that the biblical author
intended to convey, while others are
more concerned with
how the story engages
and affects them in their
current life situations.
The story that is to be
examined is The Prodigal
Son. (Luke 15:11-32) Questions??
Contact Ida 847-336-5096

“Did you know that Pastor Koth writes a BLOG?”
You can find pastor’s BLOG at
www.universalsalvationhopeorheresy.com.
The current theme of his BLOG is the question of the salvation of animals (all life forms). The focus of discussion flows
from a book, “On Animals” by David L. Clough.
Discussions are organized around the book chapters, with a downloadable study guide and a
video presentation of the discussion summarized by Pastor Koth on the BLOG.
You may access, view, and download resource materials from the BLOG at your convenience.
Many have found such access helpful as they are not able to attend the weekly gathering and
discussion on this topic at St. Mark’s. If you are interested in the “live” presentation of the lectors and discussions, you may join us each Wednesday from 7:00—8:30 p.m. We have paused
the gathering for the season of Lent, but now that Lent is passed, we will gather again beginning April 4th.
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Dear Youth & Family Ministry Team Members,
On behalf of COOL and those we serve, I would like
to express our sincere gratitude for your Youth
Souper Bowl of Caring donation of $300.00. Your
donation is appreciated by all of our staff and volunteers, and more importantly by our neighbors in
need who receive services at COOL Food Pantries
and COOL Family Housing.

Yarns of Compassion

In the fiscal year 2017 COOL provided food to
63,080 individuals for a total of 756,960 meals.
COOL Family Housing provided shelter and services
to 19 homeless families (26 adults and 43 children).
All of these families had been homeless with nowhere else to turn.

Ladies who are part of the Yarns of Compassion,
Thank you so much for keeping us warm all winter!
With Love and Gratitude,
Mrs. Taylor’s 3rd Grade Class

As COOL Ministries begins it 35th year of Feeding
the Hungry and 30th year of Housing the Homeless,
we are grateful for the generosity and compassion
of our donors who have supported us and helped
us continue our mission to give comprehensive assistance to families in need.
Thank you for helping COOL to Feed the Hungry
and House the Homeless.
Sincerely,
Mindy Lindholm
Executive Director

COOL FOOD PANTRY—
FOOD OF THE MONTH:

Juice or Powdered
Milk

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Women of St. Mark’s and
Friends
are Invited
To attend WSM’s up-coming
Spring

SIP, SNACK AND SEE
Sunday, April 29, 2018,
3:00-5:00
Enjoy treats and the
“Butterfly Blessings” program
highlighting the God given talents
of six women.

We have a growing population of friends who
gather from around the world at our church
site:

Friends of St. Mark’s.

[https://www.facebook.com/groups/
friendsofstmarks/?ref=bookmarks]
Friends of St. Mark’s is a “closed group”. That
simply means that you must “request” membership to access and contribute to it. The request mechanism is a precaution used to protects our group from those who would use it
for purposes for which it is not intended
(business solicitations, for example). Please
don’t let that precautionary requisite keep you
from joining! You will be welcomed!
At “Friends of St. Mark’s” you will find both information and inspiration. Information regarding upcoming events, death notices, news, and
worship schedules. Inspiration as provided by
members sharing thoughts and insights and
also by providing a video of Sunday Morning
sermons.

This “new beginnings” social
occasion is a fundraiser to help
St. Mark’s youth attend the 2018
ELCA YOUTH GATHERING in
Houston, Texas. A donation of
$10.00 or more per person
will be appreciated.
We hope you will join! We currently have 199
members and hope that will double and triple
and eventually go viral! Sign up today!

W e b s i t e :
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29 Sunday School
9:30am
Worship 9:45am
WSM Sip Snack &
See 3pm—5pm
TESTIFY 6pm

Worship 9:45am

22 Sunday School
9:30am

Worship 9:45am

15 Sunday School
9:30am

Cub Scouts 6:30pm

30 Confirmation 7pm

Illustrating Our Faith
7pm

Cub Scouts 6:30pm

HOA Meeting 7pm

23 Confirmation 7pm 24
25

Boy Scouts 7pm

Choir 7pm

26

Boy Scouts 7pm

Choir 7pm

Reflections in the
Word 7pm

Cub Scouts 6:30pm

Yarns of Compassion
7pm

19

Boy Scouts 7pm

18

Reflections in the
Word 7pm

Choir 7pm

12

Boy Scouts 7pm

Choir 7pm

5

Thu

16 Confirmation 7pm 17

Council 7pm

NO CONFIRMATION

Cub Scouts 6:30pm

Reflections in the
Season NOON

9

8 Sunday School
9:30am

Worship 9:45am

10

WSM 7pm

PADS 6pm
11 TESTIFY FUNDRAISER at Portillo’s
5pm—8pm

Reflections in the
Word 7pm

Reflections in the
Spirit 7pm

NO CONFIRMATION

Cub Scouts 6:30pm

4

3

2

Wed

1 Worship 9:45 am

Tue

Mon

Sun

27

20

WSM Bible Study at
Ida Dudleston’s
10am & 4:30pm

13

6

Fri

Eagle Court of Honor
for Collin Maglio
1pm

28

21

14

Prayer Team 9am

7

Sat
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Serving Us This Month
Lectors

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087
Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First)

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Sept.—May

04/01
04/08
04/15
04/22
04/29

Sundays

Easter Sunday
Genie Durand
Paul Durand
Robert Ostman
Erv Uhlman

Acolyte s

04/01
04/08
04/15
04/22
04/29

Assisting Minister

Erv Uhlman [1st and 3rd Sundays]
Communion Assistant

Magnus Swanson [2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays]
Altar Guild

Wayne & Ann Kottka
Ushers

To Be Determined
Sunday School Teachers

04/01
04/08
04/15
04/22
04/29

Easter Sunday
Jenny Theis & Elise Diaz
Laura Raykiewicz
Jenny Theis
Laura Swanson

THE M ESSENGER
St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087-1343

Evan Lundtveit & Dylan Schroetter
Emily Waight & Madison Falkinham
Morgan Schroetter & Kiera Stelter
David Sparesus & Dominic Stelter
Logan Schroetter & Dylan
Schroetter

Projectionists

04/01
04/08
04/15
04/22
04/29

Dana Lundtveit
Sophia Diaz
Zack Ammons
Annika Swanson
Zack Ammons

Sound Technicians

04/01
04/08
04/15
04/22
04/29

Evelyn Fontana
Nick Fontana
Andrew Oye
Danyel Sparesus
Nick Fontana

stamp

RETURN ADDRESS REQUESTED

PLACE MAILING LABEL HERE

