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OUR STAFF
Rev. Jeffrey E. Koth
Pastor

Laura Swanson
The book of Ecclesiastes says, 1For everything there is a
season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 2a time
to be born, and a time to die…to this list of unpredictable
moments, I would add, “a time to begin and a time to end.”
I write you today to announce my retirement from St.
Mark’s ministry as of August 31, 2018. My time is completed and the time for a new pastor to begin has arrived.
This ending moment has taken some time to endorse. According to my FitBit,
over the past two years I have walked over 5,000 miles. Each step of that journey has been used to quietly contemplate my life and career. That deliberation
has accompanied me through the streets of my neighborhood, a return to the
place of my internship (Germany), and the Holy Land itself. Now at the end of
that pilgrimage I am convinced that my call to full time parish ministry has
come to an end.
My ministry has always been inspired by reaching out to the disenfranchised
and the unchurched, with a word of welcome and God’s love for them. This
call was recently revived during my Sabbatical leave through conversations I
had with people outside the fold of the church. They eagerly encouraged me
to talk to them as they have not yet heard the Gospel through conventional
means. I want to dedicate the rest of my time and career to them.
It has been a privilege to pastor St. Mark’s for a little more than 20 years. We
have done much together to fulfill our Lord’s great commission along with caring for each other. We have welcomed a diversity of people who reflect and
represent the diverse community in which we live. We have supported social
justice ministries through PADS, Yarns of Compassion, the Women of St.
Mark’s, COOL, Waukegan to College, LSSI and our Prison Ministry. We have
enthusiastically proclaimed the Gospel in innovative ways through music, drama, worship, social media, cutting edge technology and prayer, all of which
have transitioned St. Mark’s robustly into the 21st Century. I have no doubt
that that trajectory will continue for years to come. I will be ever grateful for
your courage, your vision and your resolute support that has blessed so many
in and outside our community. Your partnership in the Gospel has been a
source of great inspiration which I will always carry within me wherever I go.
Peace be with you!
Pastor Jeff

Youth & Family Ministry
224-619-7758

Victoriya Berezhna
Organist

Eric Aho
Director of Musical Ensembles

Jill Shepherd
Stephen Ministry
847-989-1919

Kathy Anderson
Office Manager

Ken Swanson
Facebook Page

Erv Uhlman
Mission Interpreter

Cody Ammons
Webpage master

CONTACTS
Phone:
847-623-5135
Fax: 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail: stmarkslutheran@gmail.com
Website: stmarkslutheran.us
On Facebook:
“Friends of St. Marks”
“St. Marks Youth & Family”
“St. Marks Lutheran Church”
“St. Marks Yarns of Compassion”
“God’s Work. St. Mark’s Hands”
“St. Mark’s Illustrating Our Faith”

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Come celebrate the gift
of Jesus Christ.
Grow together
in faith and love.
Share the Good News with all.
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COOL FOOD PANTRY—
FOOD OF THE MONTH:

Peanut Butter

07/01 Aaro Illi
07/06 Alice Harju
07/08 Lauren Truby
07/10 Jeremy Heredia
07/10 Angelika Solita
07/12 Morgan Rutherford

07/01 Marcio & Elise Diaz

07/14 Madelyn Moisant

07/04 Earl & Laverne Laine

07/14 Brandon Neas

07/16 Andrew & Bri Spangler

07/16 Nicole Harris

07/18 Dan & Jennifer Voss

07/17 Arielle Jones

07/22 Jeff & Patricia Sparesus

07/17 Helen Ostman

07/30 Karl & Karen Nicholas

07/18 Loren Congdon
07/22 Sharon Chand
07/27 Steven Ahonen

We thank the people who have memorialized these friends
and loved ones for their generosity.

07/28 Sally Closs

The following gifts were given In
Memory of:

07/28 Gregory DeTogne



07/28 Dominik Kalisik

Amy Rudin from Bridgette Otterbacher, Bob
& Helen Ostman, Jill Shepherd, Nancy Inskeep

07/29 Betty Nicklas

If your name/s have not appeared in recognition of your birthday,
wedding anniversary or a memorial gift, please contact the
church office. We want to include all celebrations and memorials.
847-623-5135
W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Mission of the Month— ELCA World
Hunger
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me. – Matthew 25:35
HUNGER FACTS


815 million people around the world - that's
more than 1 in 10 - can't access the food they
need to live active, healthy lives.
 According to the most recent estimates, 766.6
million people live in extreme poverty on less
than $1.90 per day. That's 10.7% of the world's
population.
 At some point in 2016 (the most recent year
available), more than 41.2 million people in the
United States were unsure where their next meal
might come from.
 40.6 million Americans were living in poverty in
2016. For a family of four, this means their
annual household income was below $24,563
GLOBAL NETWORK. LOCAL APPROACH.
We walk alongside our Lutheran partners and
companions in the United States and in nearly 60
countries to find solutions to unique challenges
within the local context. We start by listening to our
neighbors and learning how we can accompany
them to help break the cycle of hunger and poverty
– for good.

W e b s i t e :

“Come, Grow, Share.”

YOUR GIFTS. YOUR CHURCH.
TRANSFORMING THE WORLD.
ELCA World Hunger has been working to address
hunger and poverty through education, advocacy,
relief and development for 42 years. From
microloans to health clinics, water wells to animal
husbandry, your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support
innovative solutions that get at the root causes of
hunger. And they don’t stop there. We engage
Lutherans in advocacy and hunger education to act
and speak in ways that can make a difference.
Through this comprehensive approach, we address
hunger from all angles, locally and around the
world.
We rely on your gifts. ELCA World Hunger is funded
solely by gifts from ELCA members and
congregations like yours. More than 90 cents of
each dollar you give to ELCA World Hunger goes to
directly support programmatic work, with less than
10 cents of every dollar used for program
administration and fundraising. Thank you for
making this work possible through learning, action,
prayer and giving.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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STEPHEN MINISTRY

and the simple breath that kept him alive.

“Before you know kindness as the
deepest thing inside,
you must know sorrow as the other
deepest thing.”
Naomi Shihab Nye
Then your light shall break up as the dawn, and your
healing shall spring up quickly…
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you
shall cry for help, and he will say
Here I am.
Isaiah 58:8a, 9
Following is a favorite poem I like to send to those
who are grieving a loss in their life.

Before you know kindness as the deepest thing inside,
you must know sorrow as the other deepest thing.
You must wake up with sorrow.
You must speak to it till your voice
catches the thread of all sorrows
and you see the size of the cloth.
Then it is only kindness that makes sense anymore,
only kindness that ties your shoes
and sends you out into the day to gaze at bread,
only kindness that raises its head
from the crowd of the world to say
it is I you have been looking for,
and then goes with you ever where

Kindness
By Naomi Shihab Nye

like a shadow or a friend.
God’s peace and love be with you,
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Leader

Before you know what kindness really is
you must lose things,
feel the future dissolve in a moment
like salt in a weakened broth.
What you held in your hand,
what you counted and carefully saved,
all this must go so you know
how desolate the landscape can be
between the regions of kindness.
How you ride and ride
thinking the bus will never stop,
the passengers eating maize and
chicken
will stare out the window forever.
Before you learn the tender gravity of kindness,
you must travel where the Indian in a white poncho
lies dead by the side of the road.
You must see how this could be you,
how he too was someone
who journeyed through the night with plans
W e b s i t e :

Looking for High Schoolers and/or adults to
attend the Nursery during summer worship.
Sign up sheet is on the Nursery Room Door.
s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Youth & Family Car Wash— Thank you to
everyone that participated and/or had their car
washed on Sunday, June 17th. The proceeds will
help fund our ELCA Youth Gathering Trip as well
as this year’s Vacation Bible School.

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Spare Change Sundays
Do you have spare change
weighing down your pockets or
purse? How about your couch
cushions or the seat of your
car? The St. Mark's Youth is looking for your loose
change!!! We have declared the final Sunday of each
month as "Spare Change Sunday!!" please bring your
spare change in and deposit it in our bucket outside
the Sanctuary. We will be using that spare change to
help defray the cost of the This summer’s Vacation
Bible School. THANKS!!

Yarns of Compassion
Dear Women of St. Marks,
I want to thank you for the prayer shawl crocheted for
me. Your prayers for me during the difficult time of
my step-father’s passing were felt and greatly
appreciated. You all are very thoughtful.
Blessings!
Kim Voss

Please Join Us for Our 10th
Anniversary Party
In honor of this milestone, our annual
fundraiser will be truly special.
We have selected a very elegant
indoor/outdoor venue:
Glen Flora Country Club
2200 Sheridan Road
Waukegan, IL
We have a date and time chosen to
highlight the beauty of Glen Flora’s
fall foliage:
5 pm to 8 pm
Saturday, October 20th, 2018
We have chosen a mouth-watering
menu of food and drink, topped off by
delicious, home-made desserts.
We will hold our always-anticipated
Silent Auction, with a wide array of
covetable merchandise and services.
And most importantly, we will have a
room filled with our inspiring FirstGeneration scholars and our college
alumni, all looking forward to sharing
their stories with each of our guests.
All-Inclusive Per Person Price:
$70 until September 1 Early Bird
Pricing
$80 after September 1

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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“Come, Grow, Share.”

WSM—Sip, Snack & See
What a special afternoon everyone enjoyed at the SIP, SNACK & SEE event sponsored by the Women of St.
Mark’s. A fundraiser for our Youth going to Houston.
Special THANKS to the WSM’s Board Members who provided the delicious Hors-devours / Snacks and beverages . . . It Was Yummy!
Thank you to the 6 women who shared their God Given Talent for our program . . . Butterfly Blessings . . .


Ida Dudleston for the Joy of Gardening



Sophia Diaz for the Joy of Music



Amy Fontana for the Joy of Baking



Laura Swanson for the Joy of Bible Illustrating



Joslyn Soto for the Joy of Dance



Helen Binning for the Joy of Poetry Writing

Thank you to all the women who supported the event with their generous donations. A total of $1,250.00 was
raised and given to the Youth & Family Ministry for our youth attending the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston.

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Dear Rev. Koth:
On behalf of the families of Waukegan to
College, thank you for St. Mark's Lutheran
Church's generous support. These re sources will allo w W2C to continue to
grow and remain an institution of positive
change in the community. We are cele brating two Illinois State Scholars among
our seniors. Estrella Limon and Anjelica
Linares have been recognized as top
scholars in the state. According t o
Estrella, To be among those chosen
means that I have underestimated how
much potential I have. I am, in fact, capable of performing above and beyond."
Estrella attributes her success to the sup port she receives from W2C and her mentor, Anne Thomason who has been working
with Estrella since her sophomore year.
Anne and remembers Estrella as being
"pretty quiet when we first met. Now we
h ave f ascina tin g conve rsation s ab out ph i lo soph y, p sych ology, religion , astronomy,
you name it. She is very smart and curious
about the world."
Anne shared that, "When I applied for col lege years ago I remember being stressed
about it, but I had parents who were col lege graduates and helping rue with financial aid forms. I think when your family
have not had the experience of going
through the college admission process it
adds a great deal of stress and confusion
to the process."
St. Mark's Lutheran Church's support will al low others like Estrella to realize their col W e b s i t e :

le ge dre ams. Than k you fo r yo ur gener o u s
do nati on of $2 19 . St . M ark's Lutheran
Church is truly having an impact on the lives
of Waukegan families and the community.
Together, we are creating brighter fu tures!
Sincerely,
Elyse Danckers
Executive Director
Dear Friends,
It is with sincere appreciation that we
acknowledge your generous donations to
the COOL Ministries in the amount of $336
for March 2018 and $334 for April of 2018.
We are blessed by your kindness and would
like to thank all who made this do nation
possible.
Your continuing support helps COOL to car ry
out our mission of service to those less
fortunate. Your support affirms our efforts
and your willingness to answer our call for
help is truly a blessing to this ministry.
Thank you for helping COOL to Feed the
Hungry and House the Homeless.
Warmest Regards,
Mindy Lindholm
Executive Director
Hi . . .
Hope you’re enjoying the nice weather that
finally looks like its here. We have received
your checks for the months of March $192
and April $205.
Thank you for your generosity and support.
God Bless,
Ismael Calderon [Council
President]
Rev. Nestor Espinoza

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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“Come, Grow, Share.”

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Come, Grow, Share
We have a growing population of
friends who gather from around
the world at our church site:

Friends of St. Mark’s.
[https://www.facebook.com/
groups/friendsofstmarks/?
ref=bookmarks]
Friends of St. Mark’s is a “closed
group”. That simply means that
you must “request” membership
to access and contribute to it. The
request mechanism is a precaution used to protects our group
from those who would use it for
purposes for which it is not intended (business solicitations, for
example). Please don’t let that
precautionary requisite keep you
from joining! You will be welcomed!
At “Friends of St. Mark’s” you will
find both information and inspiration. Information regarding upcoming events, death notices,
news, and worship schedules. Inspiration as provided by members
sharing thoughts and insights and
also by providing a video of Sunday Morning sermons.
We hope you will join! We currently have 202 members and
hope that will double and triple
and eventually go viral! Sign up
today!

Our Small Groups
The Women of St. Mark’s
Mrs. Bridgette Otterbacher 847-623-8607
Sunday School
Sundays 9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.
Testify [Youth Group]
Last Sunday of the month from 6 p.m.—8 p.m.
Yarns of Compassion
3rd Monday of the month at 7 p.m.
Mrs. Helen Ostman—847-244-6638
Reflections in the Word
1st, 2nd, & 3rd Wednesday of the month from 7:00—8:30 p.m.
Reflections in the Season
2nd Tuesday of the month 12:00 noon—2:00 p.m. [with lunch]
Mrs. Helen Binning 847-662-7031
Reflections in the Spirit
First Tuesday of the month 7p.m.—8:30 p.m.
Mrs. Ann Roberts—847-918-1961
Illustrating Our Faith
4th Mondays of the month at 7p.m.
Mrs. Laura Swanson—224-619-7758
Spiritual Stepping Stones
New Members Orientation As announced
Confirmation Instruction
Open to 6th, 7th & 8th grade students. Mondays @ 7:00 p.m.
First Communion Class
As Announced
Weddings by appointment with the pastor

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

Mon

Tue

W e b s i t e :

16
17
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm
Yarns of Compassion 7pm

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

29
30
31
Choir 9:15 am
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm
Worship 9:45 am
Testify 6pm

22
23 VBS
24 VBS 6 pm—
Choir 9:15 am
6 pm—
8:30pm
Worship 9:45 am 8:30pm
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm
Illustrating Our
Faith 7pm

15
Choir 9:15 am
Worship 9:45 am
No Communion

4

Wed

W.O.W. 7 pm

25 VBS 6pm8:30pm

18 W.O.W. 7 pm

11 W.O.W. 7pm

Office Closed

8
9
10
Choir 9:15 am
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm Church Council
Worship 9:45 am
7pm

1
2
3
Choir 9:15 am
Cub Scouts 6:30 pm
Worship 9:45 am WSM 7pm
No Communion

Sun

26 VBS 6 pm—
8:30pm

19
Boy Scouts 7pm

27 VBS 6 pm—
8:30pm

20

13
Kathy Off

6

5
Boy Scouts 7pm

12
Boy Scouts 7pm

Fri

Thu

28

21
Catalano/Tate
Wedding

14

7 Prayer Team
9am
Baby Shower
Noon

Sat
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Serving Us This Month

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087
Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday
School
9:30 a.m.
Sept.—May

Lectors
07/01
07/08
07/15
07/22
07/29

Sundays
Erv Uhlman
Nancy Inskeep
Jan Smith
Linda Dietz
Ida Dudleston

Acolyte s Sundays
07/01 Logan Schroetter
07/08 Morgan Schroetter & Madison Falkinham
07/15 Kiera Stelter
07/22 Dominic Stelter & Dylan Schroetter
07/29 Logan Schroetter & Isabeau Puccini
Projectionists Sundays
07/01 Volunteer Needed
07/08 Sophia Diaz
Assisting Minister
No Communion (1st and 3rd Sundays) 07/15 Evan Lundtveit
07/22 Annika Swanson
Communion Assistant
07/29 Dana Luntveit
Ken Swanson(2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays)
Sound Technicians
Altar Guild
07/01 Andrew Oye
Ardell Koch, Kirsten Koch & Jeri Ross 07/08 Danyel Sparesus
07/15 Ethan Schroetter
Ushers
07/22 Evelyn Fontana
To Be Determined
07/29 Danyel Sparesus
Worship on Wednesdays
07/11 Isabeau Puccini & Evelyn Fontana
07/18 Madison Falkinham & David Sparesus
07/25 Volunteer Needed & Evelyn Fontana
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