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As I enter retirement one thing I know for certain, I have not come up
with even one original idea in my entire preaching and teaching
ministry. I think that is good. In the last 15 years of Martin Luther’s life,
Luther exercised an extraordinary influence over the output of the
German press (publications). Hence in 1539, the printers of Wittenberg
approached Luther with an extraordinary proposition: in return for a
guarantee of first access to any future works (of his), they would
provide Luther with a supplementary income of 400 gulden. Luther’s
salary was never above 200 gulden. This offer would have tripled
Luther’s income.
Luther refused their offer. Luther’s explanation, “He preferred to make
no money from his books”. Why? Because Luther confessed that none
of his writings contained anything that he could call his own.
That spirit of privileged stewardship of other people’s ideas and insights
formulated his final words on his deathbed: (Wir sind Bettler!) “We are
beggars!”
As I depart, I want to thank you for loaning me your ideas, your insights,
your pain and sorrows, your joys and pleasures to this beggar. Your
stories have enriched my life and inspired the preaching and teaching of
this ministry. Thank you!
Auf Wieder Sehen.
Pastor Jeff
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

Come celebrate the gift
of Jesus Christ.
Grow together in faith and
love. Share the Good News
with all.
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August Anniversaries

08/03 Madeline Voss
08/05 Paula Lauer
08/05 Cassidy Smith
08/05 Mark Taylor, Jr.
08/05 Jack Ylitalo
08/06 Ryan McFadden
08/07 Sandra Stephenson
08/07 Lily Thorn
08/08 Jahliah Barnes
08/08 Richard Bogdala
08/08 Tim Kasper
08/09 Martha Gregory
08/09 Jordyn Heredia
08/09 Kiera Stelter
08/13 Jean Meyer
08/16 Anna Koth
08/17 Anneli Vehmas
08/18 Cory Reese

08/18 Georgi Trukov
08/20 Sara Griffin
08/21 Kathy Anderson
08/21 Charolette Deibler
08/21 Emily Hanratty
08/21 Jodi Reese
08/22 Mary Jo Ahonen
08/22 Edward Chand
08/23 Katie Lechelt
08/24 Courtney Harmon
08/25 Patrick Tentes
08/27 Kate Haapanen
08/27 Isabeau Puccini
08/27 Bertha Saari
08/28 Matthew Oye
08/29 Jeff Sparesus
08/30 Shirley Schuman

08/05 Bill & Marty Gregory
08/06 Michael & Laura Raykiewicz
08/06 James & Heidi Vander Vere
08/08 Paul & Genie Durand
08/08 Bob & Helen Ostman
08/15 Al & Ida Dudleston
08/16 Tom & Julie Wendorf
08/23 Jonathon & Sarah Haapanen
08/25 Richard & Lindy Haapanen
08/26 Richard & Jean Bogdala
08/30 Dean & Shannon Stelter

If your name/s have not appeared in
recognition of your birthday, wedding
anniversary or a memorial gift, please
contact the church office. We want to
include all celebrations and memorials.
847-623-5135

COOL FOOD
PANTRY—
FOOD OF THE MONTH:

We thank the people who have memorialized their
friends and loved ones for their generosity.
The following gift was given In Memory of:
 Leonard Tolonen from Lucille Tolonen

Our deepest sympathy
and prayers go out to
Pat Grams and his
family on the passing
of Cathy. God give
them peace!
W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

Pasta & Rice
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Mission of the Month—
Lutheran School of Theology

“Come, Grow, Share.”

one another's race, national or ethnic origin, age,
gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and
expression, physical ability, social status and
theological diversity.
LSTC is always becoming a reconciling community.
Reconciliation is an ongoing activity and effort that
we do together.

A seminary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA), forms visionary leaders to bear
witness to the good news of Jesus Christ.
LSTC graduates are grounded in the Lutheran
tradition and informed by ecumenical and interfaith
relationships. They are able to respond to the
diversity and changing dynamics of contemporary
life. They knowledgeably interpret the Scriptures and
the ecumenical traditions of the church; witness to
the reconciling Word of God through their lives and
their ministries of service, teaching, preaching,
administering the sacraments and inviting people to
the Christian faith. They care for God’s people and
God’s creation, revitalizing the church as it seeks to
transform the world.
LSTC strives to offer a community and academic
experience that is grounded in the good news of the
gospel and shaped by our urban, multicultural,
ecumenical, global, interfaith and university-related
context and commitments.
Our primary mission is to prepare women and men
for a complex, pluralistic world in need of faithful
and courageous ministers to serve in a variety of
contexts. Although a large percentage of students
come to LSTC to prepare for ordained or lay rostered
ministries in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, LSTC is also enriched and transformed by
ecumenical and interfaith students in our various
master's and doctoral programs, as well as
ecumenical and interfaith colleagues.
As a Reconciling in Christ seminary, LSTC seeks to
offer hospitality and welcome to all who enter LSTC's
academic programs. Following Jesus Christ, whose
reconciling love bridged barriers and made strangers
friends, we seek to welcome and learn from one
another's particularity-including but not limited to
W e b s i t e :

Mark Your
Calendars

September 9th
Outdoor worship will begin at 9:45 a.m. with our
Stepping Stone Sunday. Picnic activities following the
service include Games & Fellowship. Please Sign Up
in the Narthex and let us know how many will attend
and what dish you are bringing to share.

This Year the Picnic will be held
At St. Marks

Students and teachers—bring your backpacks. The Blessing of the Backpacks will be
part of the worship service at the picnic.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
Reflections on Faith and Trust
When you pass through the waters,
I will be with you;
and when you pass through the rivers,
they will not sweep over you.
When you walk through the fire,
you will not be burned;
the flames will not set you ablaze. Isaiah 43:2 NIV
“Trust is built and maintained by many small
actions over time.”
Once upon a time some disciples asked their elder,
“Elder, answer us the great spiritual question: Is
there life after death?” And the elder answered,
“The greatest spiritual question of them all is not is
there life after death. The greatest spiritual
question of them all is, is there life before death?”
Why is it so hard to trust God? Why can’t we
believe as Sr Joan Chittister tells us that
God gives good and God wants good for everyone?
Another story!
Abba Doulas, the disciple of Abba Bessariaon, said:
When we were walking along the sea one day, I was
thirsty, so I said to Abba Bessarion, “Abba, I am very
thirsty.” Then the old man prayed and said to me,
“Then drink from the sea.” And the water was
sweet when I drank it. So I poured it into a flask so
that I would not be thirsty later. Seeing this, the old
man asked me, “Why are you doing that?” And I
answered, “So that I won’t be thirsty later
on.” Then the old man said, “God is here and God
is everywhere.”
Pastor Tim Smith tells a story about something that
happened while he was a parish pastor:
“These widows … remind me of a dear woman in
our parish. … Whenever I would visit, she would
shuffle over to the drawer and produce an envelope
full of one-dollar bills to send back to the church as
W e b s i t e :

her tithe. When once I suggested that she might
keep a portion for her own needs, she sternly
chastised me, “Pastor! You know this is the Lord’s
money. The first fruits always go to Christ’s church!”
I took her out to get a gourmet burger, but when it
came, she ate the fries and an order of hot peppers
but had the burger boxed up for a treat she could
savor at home that evening. On the way out of the
restaurant, a homeless man on the curb called to
her, “Mama, pray for me!” She laid hands on him,
prayed, and asked him when he last ate. “Yesterday
morning, Mama.” Without hesitation, she gave him
her precious burger. When she died, she left a large
percentage of her meager estate to the church. … As
Mother Teresa often said, “You’ll never know that
Jesus is all you need until Jesus is all you have.”

In the words of John of the Cross:
My Beloved is the mountains,
And lovely wooded valleys,
Strange islands,
And resounding rivers,
The whistling of love-stirring breezes.
The tranquil night
At the time of the rising dawn,
Silent music,
Sounding solitude,
The supper that refreshes, and deepens love
In God’s hand is the life of every living thing and the
breath of all humankind. Job 12-7-10
God’s grace and love be with you,
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Leader

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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VBS 2018 Preparation
It takes a lot of preparation and a lot of volunteers to get ready for
Vacation Bible School. Thank you to all who contributed their
time and/or donated funds and other items. Watch for photos of
the kids participating in VBS in the September issue of the
Messenger.

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Making a Difference
in People’s lives

Although arrivals have slowed down in recent months, our
work of helping refugees like Selam has not. Upon arrival,
Selam found a third shift factory job earning $10 per hour.
As her English improved from attending our English
classes, so did her confidence. We recently helped her
prepare for an interview at Palmer House, where she was
offered a position earning $16 per hour plus benefits.
Thanks to your support, we’ve helped 54 refugees find
new opportunities offering better wages, benefits, and
schedules since last September.

Dr. Marlin H. Meyer Scholarship
On Sunday, June 17th, 2018 scholarship was awarded
to Nicholas Fontana.

Learn more about our work though refugeeONE at http://
www.refugeeone.org/

Lutheran Disaster Response
When natural or man-made disasters strike anywhere in
the world, we think of and respond through Lutheran
Disaster Response. In cooperation with our partners
around the world, the church brings God’s hope, healing
and renewal to people whose lives have been disrupted
by disasters whether in
the United States or
around the world. When
the dust settles and the
headlines change, we
stay to provide ongoing
assistance to those in need. New needs will arise, but
click on the links on our website and take a little time to
learn more and share information about where we
continue to serve:
 Gaza Humanitarian Assistance
 U.S. Wildfires
 Hurricane Relief
 South Sudan Relief
 Louisiana Gulf Coast Flooding
 Africa Drought
 West Virginia Flooding
 Nepal Earthquake
 Middle East and Europe Refugee Crisis
 AMMPARO: Protecting Migrant Minors

WSM Bible Study
Gather magazine’s fall Bible study focuses on
repentance
Repentance is one of the most power-ful acts of a person
or a church, making possible not only forgiveness but
also reconciliation. This fall, Gather magazine
(gathermagazine.org) will explore what repentance means
for Lutheran Chris-tians in a three-part Bible study.
Written by the Rev. Meghan Johnston Aelabouni,
this Bible study focuses on the role of repentance in our
faith, our relationships and the church.
The first session of the WSM Study will be on Friday,
September 14th, at 10 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. at Ida
Dudleston’s house. Save this date. More information
will be available in the September Messenger.

Erv Uhlman
Mission Interprester

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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“Come, Grow, Share.”

2018 ELCA YOUTH GATHERING was held in Houston, Texas. Pr. Jeff and six youth, Sophia Diaz, Evelyn
Fontana, Nicholas Fontana, Dana Lundtveit, Evan Lundtveit & Annika Swanson, traveled there on June 27th
and returned to us on July 1st. Here are just a few photos of their activities that weekend that they shared
on Facebook. Thank you again to the Women of St. Marks and the congregation for your financial support
that made this trip possible.

They met Nadia Bolz Weber!!!!!

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Congratulations Graduate
Yarns of Compassion
Thank you so much for thinking of me and gifting me
with a prayer shawl. It was definitely extra special
that it was Cubs’ colors. What you ladies do is great;
you get to help people with your talents!
Thank you!
Love always,
Evelyn

Nick Fontana
Graduated from Warren Township High School
Retirement Send-Off
After worship on Sunday, August 26th, we will be
hosting a Special Coffee Hour in honor of Rev. Jeff
Koth and his family to give them a special send-off
for his retirement.

Dear Friends,
It is with sincere appreciation that we acknowledge
your generous donation to COOL Ministries in the
amount o f $276 for May 2018. We are blessed by
your kindness and would like to thank all who made
this donation possible.
Your continuing support helps COOL to carry out our
mission of service to those less fortunate. Your support affirms our efforts and your willingness to answer our call for help is truly a blessing to this ministry.
Thank you for helping COOL to Feed the Hungry and
House the Homeless.
Warmest Regards,
Mindy Lindholm
Executive Director

W e b s i t e :

Thank You Erv
Thank you Erv Uhlman for
your years of service as
Custodian of St. Mark’s.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

Honduras New Baby Project

Lutherdale in Delavan, Wisconsin

From those who have so much...

September 14th—15th, 2018

To those who have so little.

Women of St. Mark’s latest mission is a plea
for slightly used baby clothes in sizes 0 to 6
months (please no new baby clothes) for babies born in Honduras..
Many mothers in Honduras are unable to
provide clothes to bring their new born babies home from the hospital in. Stop now
and think how you would feel if
you had to bring your new born
baby home naked.
That’s
right...naked.
These mothers
need our help and help from others like us.
Keep in mind the weather in Honduras is hot
continuously throughout the year...so please
look for clothes that are light-weight in sizes
0 to 6 months.
Please bring the donation of baby clothes to
St. Mark’s and put them into a donation box
that is marked:
Honduras New Baby Project.
Women of St. Mark’s Board thanks you for
your support in this project and the women
of Honduras will be grateful.

W e b s i t e :

11th Annual Fall Retreat for
Women

An INVITATION is extended
to all women of St. Mark's
and their friends and relatives
to join us at the 11th Annual Fall Retreat
at Lutherdale in Delavan, Wisconsin
where we can learn, pray,
and enjoy being with friends.

Join us!

To sign up contact Bridgette Otterbacher or any of
the Women of St. Mark’s Board Members.
Registration fee only

- $35*

The fee includes meals while you are at Lutherdale,
transportation, and sleeping accommodations
(you bring your own bedding and towels).
Don't miss out on a wonderful experience.
The cost is so little...for receiving so much!
*The Women of St. Mark's Board has waved
a portion of the fee in order to
make the trip affordable to all women
who want to attend.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

6.
Cub Scouts 6:30pm
WSM 7pm

13.
Cub Scouts 6:30pm

20
Cub Scouts 6:30pm
Yarns of
Compassion 7pm

27
Cub Scouts 6:30pm
Illustrating Our
Faith 7pm

12
Choir 9:15am
Worship 9:45am

19
Choir 9:15am
Worship 9:45am

26 Choir 9:15am
Worship 9:45am
Farewell Pr. Koth
& Family Coffee
Hour 11 am
Testify 6pm

Mon

5
Choir 9:15am
Worship 9:45am

Sun

W e b s i t e :
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28

21

Church Council
7pm

14
HOA @ Midlane
Mtg 6:30pm

7

Tue

29

22

15

30
Boy Scouts 7pm

23
Boy Scouts 7pm

Boy Scouts 7pm

16
Church Office
Closed

9
Boy Scouts 7pm

2
Boy Scouts 7pm

1

8

Thu

Wed

31
Pr. Jeff Koth’s
Last Day

24

17
Church Office
Closed

10

3

Fri

25

18

11

4
Prayer Team
9am

Sat
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Serving Us This Month

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087
Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Sept.—May

Lectors Sundays
08/05 Grace Brikha
08/12 Erv Uhlman
08/19 Lynn Schroetter
08/26 Lucille Tolonen, Nancy Inskeep,
Grace Brikha, Carol Suomu
Assisting Minister
08/05 Eric Aho
08/19 Paul Durand
Communion Assistant
08/12 Erv Uhlman
08/26 Genie Durand
Altar Guild
Genie Durand
Ushers
Kurt & Kathy Schild

THE MESSENGER
St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087-1343

Acolyte s Sundays
08/05 Morgan Schroetter & Dylan
Schroetter
08/12 Dominic Stelter & Madison
Falkinham
08/19 Logan Schroetter & Isabeau
Puccini
08/26 Morgan Schroetter & Kiera Stelter
Projectionists Sundays
08/05 Annika Swanson
08/12 Sophia Diaz
08/19 Evan Lundtveit
08/26 Dana Lundtveit
Sound Technicians
08/05 David Sparesus
08/12 Danyel Sparesus
08/19 Ethan Schroetter
08/26 Evelyn Fontana

stamp

RETURN ADDRESS REQUESTED

PLACE MAILING LABEL HERE

