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A CHRISTMAS MEMORY
Approximately 175 miles west-southwest of Chicago there is a small town
called Andover, IL. Its total population is less than 600 people. There isn’t
much to distinguish Andover from any other small town in the farmlands
of Illinois with one exception: the Jenny Lind Chapel.
The chapel was built in 1851 for a small congregation that was founded the previous year by Pastor
Lars Paul Ebsjorn. It served as a worship center for
the Swedish immigrant community that came to
farm and to live in the area. The chapel was named
after a famous Swedish opera singer who donated
$1,500 to aid in its construction, even though she
had never visited Andover and never saw the chapel.
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CONTACTS

I learned about the chapel while attending Augustana College in Rock Island, IL, some 32 miles north of Andover. Augustana College and Seminary were also founded by Pastor Ebsjorn. Like the Jenny Linn Chapel, the
history of Augustana is part of the greater history of the Swedish immigrant population 1800’s.
Every year, in early December, busloads of students, faculty, and staff
members from Augustana College
have taken a trip to Andover for a
service of Christmas lessons and carols. Upon arrival, they gather in the
fellowship hall of the “new” church
building located across the street,
which was built in 1870! They then
Continued on Page 6

Phone:
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Fax: 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail: stmarkslutheran@gmail.com
Website: stmarkslutheran.us
On Facebook:
“Friends of St. Marks”
“St. Marks Youth & Family”
“St. Marks Lutheran Church”
“St. Marks Yarns of Compassion”
“God’s Work. St. Mark’s Hands”
“St. Mark’s Illustrating Our Faith”

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Come celebrate the gift
of Jesus Christ.
Grow together
in faith and love.
Share the Good News with all.

the messenger

12/03 Eleanor Senteney
12/04 Giovanni Diaz
12/04 Vicki Mattson
12/06 Alexander Sittig
12/07 Linda Dietz
12/07 Luke Solita
12/10 Ella Chand
12/13 Shannon Stelter
12/14 Kathryn Kottka
12/15 Nancy Inskeep
12/17 Zachary Ammons
12/19 Sue Broemelkamp
12/20 Rachel Sheppard
12/22 Mark Taylor
12/22 Janice Thorstenson
12/23 Steven Myllymaki
12/25 Sandra Falkinham
12/26 Ashley Perez
12/27 Susan Baehr
12/27 Dinora Congdon
12/27 Anita Wells
12/31 Jane Oye
12/31 Mark Yocius
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Council Members
Al Dudleston—Chair
Paul Durand—Vice Chair
Marcio Diaz
Don Fontana
Sara Griffin
Kirsten Koch
Kristen Trukova
Wayne Voss
Team Leaders
Altar Guild
 Nancy Inskeep

Investment
 Don Fontana
Property & Grounds
 Wayne Voss
Social Justice
 Laura Raykiewicz
Stephen Ministries
  Jill Shepherd
Technology
 Bob Ostman

Choir
 Eric Aho

Women of St. Marks
 Bridgette Otterbacher

Drama Music & Worship
 Erv Uhlman

Yarns of Compassion
 Helen Ostman

Hospitality
 Lucille Tolonen

Youth & Family
 Laura Swanson

December Anniversaries
Rich & Karen Yocious

December 14th

James & Robbyn McFadden

December 20th

Jack & Sue Broemelkamp

December 27th

Wayne & Kim Voss

December 27th

If your name/s have not appeared in recognition of your
birthday, wedding anniversary or a memorial gift, please
contact the church office. We want to include all
celebrations and memorials. 847-623-5135
W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Mission of the
Month— Debt
Reduction
You can help defray the cost
of our mortgage in several ways.
1. Make a gift to the Vision Fund. The Vision
Fund capital is used for non-budgetary
expenditures, which would include debt
reduction.
2. You can gift the interest on the “notes” that
were issued to members to raise capital.
Depending on the size of the note and the life of
the note, different interest rates were
established. If you can gift back the interest on
your investment, this would greatly help!
3. You can gift your “note”. Some of you may be
able to release the congregation from it
indebtedness to you by surrendering the note as
an offering.
In each and all of these ways, you can help St.
Mark’s ministry through December’s Mission of the
Month!

“Come, Grow, Share.”

We thank the people
who have
memorialized these
friends and loved ones
for their generosity.
The following gifts were given in loving
Memory of:












Ken’s Father, Ray Falkinham, in honor of his
birthday on April 11th from Sandy & Ken
Falkinham
Ken’s Mom, Verna Falkinham, in honor of her
birthday on August 25th from Sandy & Ken
Falkinham
Sandy’s Dad, Clarence Mitten, in honor of his
birthday on September 23rd from Sandy & Ken
Falkinham
Their Grandson, Brent Falkinham, in honor of his
birthday on September 24th from Sandy & Ken
Falkinham
Sandy’s Mom, Polly Mitten, in honor of her
birthday on December 29th from Sandy & Ken
Falkinham
Wm. Kenneth Gregory from Thomas & Marjorie
Grube.

Reformation Sunday Choir Festival—Several
members of St. Marks joined the combined choir festival at Trinity Lutheran Church.

COOL FOOD
PANTRY—
FOOD OF THE MONTH:

Side Dishes

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
Reflections for Christmas
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace Isaiah 9:6
“Earth’s crammed with heaven,
And every common bush afire with God,
But only he who sees takes off his shoes;
The rest sit round and pluck blackberries.”
Elizabeth Barrett Browning, from ‘Aurora Lee’
I’d like to share reflections for Christmas from Sister
Joan Chittister, OSB:
“In one of the early writings of the Desert Masters,
the following tribute was recorded: “Abba Poemen
said about Abbot Fior, that every single day he made
a fresh beginning.”

Like the shepherds, we must have the sense to
change our lives, and “in haste,” in order to respond
to the vagaries of the world around us.
Like the Magi who followed the star and found the
Christ, we too, might be asked to “depart to our own
country by another way.” Like the Magi, once we
really see the Christ, we must begin to follow other
ways. We can’t go back by way of profit and power
anymore. We can’t proceed on the ways of
oppression and division.
Like Joseph in Egypt, we have to begin again to carry
the Word by showing steadfast love to the foreigners
in our own lives. We need to reach out to the people
whose skin colors are different, those who speak with
an accent, those who have different values and those
who believe in a world of a different shape.
We must learn to live well with people very much
unlike us in background, culture and religion. We have
to stop expecting the whole world
to look and think like us. We must
learn to love everyone steadfastly,
despite differences, despite
distances.
We must begin again, like Mary and
Joseph in Judea, to deal with those
who are hostile to us without responding with
hostility ourselves. Our task is to learn to live well
despite the enemy. We must see that the enemy
does not become our excuse to be less than we can
be.

The faith for fresh beginnings is clearly one of the
lessons of Christmas.
In Isaiah, it is God who makes the new beginning
with a people for whom it was now obvious, failure
was to be commonplace. By beginning again with a
faithless people, God enables them to begin again as
well.
Like Mary, we must go to the Bethlehem of our own
lives, to those places where our own family rejects
us, ignores us, irritates us or needs us. We must
begin again to be kind and understanding and
supportive of one another.
W e b s i t e :

Finally, like the Holy Family, we have to find the
Nazareth that nourishes our lives, feeds our souls and
directs our energies to the carrying of the Word with
steadfast love. Every day we must make a new
beginning to build the world of peace and justice in
our own lives that Bethlehem promised, Egypt saved
and Nazareth nourished. We must begin and begin
and begin again with steadfast love.”
May God’s peace and love be in your
hearts,
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Leader

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

5

“Come, Grow, Share.”

2019 Pasty Sale

ORDER INFORMATION

Over the years the Women of St. Mark’s Pasty Sale
project has provided great fellowship and service for
all our members and friends. The pasty sale will
continue to give us a vehicle to support the needs in
the local community, as well as nationally.

We will stop taking pasty orders when we reach
1200. THERE WILL BE NO WAITING LIST.
Beginning January 1st order forms will be on the
information table in the Narthex and downstairs on
the tables in front of the mailboxes. They will be
removed when order quota is met.

WORKERS ARE NEEDED IN JANUARY 2019

To continue the project, we need you!
Men, women, confirmands, high school students and
friends of St. Mark’s… anyone who would be willing to
help in service and fellowship.
SIGN UP BEGINNING SUNDAY,
January 6, 2019 in the Narthex
Volunteers are needed to:
 SERVE LUNCH to the workers
 PEEL & CHOP vegetables
 ROLL & FILL crusts
 CLEAN UP
We will find a job for you for whatever time you
can share.

Work Schedule:

Tuesday, January 22nd, 2019
Wednesday, January 23rd, 2019
Thursday, January 24th, 2019
Friday, January 25th, 2019
Saturday, January 26th, 2019

Please make a COMMITMENT to help us continue the
great pasty tradition at St. Mark’s Church. Without
WORKERS, PASTIES cannot be baked, ORDERS cannot
be filled, FRIENDSHIPS cannot begin and MISSION
GOALS cannot be met.

W e b s i t e :

PHONE ORDERS > please call Kathy Anderson, our
office manager no earlier than 9am on Monday,
January 7th. In fairness to everyone, please do not
call before that time.

Paper Orders > starting Sunday, January 6th, place
your completed order form in the designated
“PASTY ORDERS” box in the Narthex.”
WHAT IS A PASTY??

It is a meat pie, a blend of beef & pork & potatoes &
onions & carrots. The mixture is placed in a crust …
the crust is folded over, sealed and baked.
DELICIOUS .. once you’ve tasted one, you can’t wait
until the next sale.

In the same way, let your light shine before
men, that they may see your good deeds and
praise your Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Continued from Front Page

process with lit candles in hand along a path to the
chapel. Standing shoulder to shoulder inside the unheated chapel, they listen to scripture and sing songs
AROUND THE WORLD — ETHNIC LUNCHEON
SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 2019
11:30 AM.
Free Will Donation
A sign up sheet is posted on the counter in the
narthex of the church to list your name, number of
people attending and Ethnic dish to share.
What is an Ethnic Dish? A special food from your
Heritage — maybe your Mother or Grandmother
made it for a family gathering or special holiday meal
which you remember as very special. Or maybe you
have a good "all American" dish to share. We
would like to know what you plan to bring and
country of origin, so we can have labels ready to
identify all dishes.
Please note: We will not be serving the regular coffee
hour on this Sunday as everyone is invited to attend
the "Around the World Luncheon".
Ministry of Hospitality Team
Lucille Tolonen, Team Leader

Blue Christmas /Longest Night Worship
Blue Christmas/Longest Night - Friday,
December 21st at 7:00 p.m.

of Advent and Christmas. After the service was completed, the participants proceed back to the new
church to warm up with hot beverages and sweets before traveling back to the college.
Celebrating Christmas in the Jenny Lind chapel is one
of my most precious memories. It was always a mystical experience for me. I was there with friends and
classmates. But I also felt the presence and spirit of
those before me who, over the years, also gathered in
that place for worship, listened to the same passages
of scripture, and sang the same songs.
No matter what was going on in my life before or after
the Jenny Lind pilgrimage, I would always find a sense
of peace. It is the same peace that is promised to us in
the words of the angels in the Christmas Narrative
from the Gospel of Luke: “Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace and good will among the
people.”
May that peace be with you all during this Season of
Advent and Christmas!
Rev. Dennis Kelly, Interim Pastor

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Thank You
The Women of St. Mark’s thank everyone who gave
of their time and talent in preparing, baking and bagging the Pulla.

A thank you also goes to the bakers of the congregation who donated so many delicious items to the
bake sale. Because of your combined contributions
and those who purchased the bake sale items, both
COOL & PADs will be able to use the monies we
earned to help in their outreach to the community.
God’s Work, Our Hands, Our Blessing

Tenth Annual Chili Supper — THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who supported the Chili Supper held on November 8th, 2018 for the benefit of the
COOL food pantry. Our records show we sold 248 dinner tickets. 24 people enjoyed a second bowl of chili.
Total profit from food sales and all donations to COOL
will be around $2,905.00.
Thank you to everyone who worked to make this possible, which will help feed so many people in need at
this time. A special thank you to all our Youth Group
who were kept very busy during the chili supper. To all
our dedicated workers, thank you very much.
GODS’S WORK—OUR HANDS
Lucille Tolonen, Team Leader
"In everything you do, put God first,
And he will direct you and crown your efforts with
success" Proverbs 3:6

W e b s i t e :

“Come, Grow, Share.”

Crop Walk 2018 Thank you to all who participated and/or gave. We raised $1,400.00.

WSM December Session:
Here is a brief description taken from WELCA
publication interchange.
December 2018: Fear not:
An Advent/
Christmas Devotional
When God's people are afraid, it doesn't
mean we are outside of faith. "Fear not"
appears frequently in the Bible in a way that is
comforting. Knowing God is with us, we can
face our fears. As we enter the season of
Advent, this devotional by the Rev, Katie Hines
-Shah, pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church in
Hinsdale, Illinois, will help us begin to see that
the Christmas story is also the story of life in
faith.
Come and join this session of the WSM study
on Friday, December 14
at 10 a.m. or 4:30 p.m.
All sessions meet in the
home of Ida Dudleston.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

the messenger

8

TESTIFY & the
Youth & Family
Ministry Team are
collecting
items
for Blessing Baskets to be delivered to our Shut-Ins the week of December
16th. There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex
and a box for donated items.
We are in need of:
12 Baskets
12 Bottles of Lotion
12 Lip Balms
12 Packs of Tissues
12 Pieces of Fruit
12 Pairs of Socks
12 Pairs of Gloves
***any other items you would like to bring
in would be appreciated!!!
Thank you!!!

Spare Change
Sundays
Do you have spare change
weighing down your pockets or purse? How about your couch cushions or the seat of your car? The St. Mark's
Youth is looking for your loose change!!! We
have declared the final Sunday of each
month as "Spare Change Sunday!!" Please
bring your spare change in & deposit it in our
bucket outside the Sanctuary. A donation
will be made to Feed My Starving Children.
W e b s i t e :

Christmas Eve Worship will be held Monday,
December 24th - with services at 4 p.m. &
11 p.m.

Honduras New Baby Project
From those who have so much...
To those who have so little.
Women of St. Mark’s latest mission is a plea for
slightly used baby clothes in sizes 0 to 6 months
(please no new baby clothes) for babies born in
Honduras..
Many mothers in Honduras are unable to provide
clothes to bring their new born babies home from
the hospital in. Stop now and think how you would
feel if you had to bring your new born baby home
naked. That’s right...naked. These mothers need
our help and help from others like us.
Keep in mind the weather in Honduras
is hot continuously throughout the
year...so please look for clothes that
are light-weight in sizes 0 to 6 months.
Please bring the donation of baby clothes to St.
Mark’s and put them into a donation box that is
marked:
Honduras New Baby Project.
Women of St. Mark’s Board thanks you for your support in this project and the women of Honduras will
be grateful.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Yarns of Compassion Care packages were sent
out to our college students.

“Thank You Yarns of Compassion
for the package” - Claire

“Come, Grow, Share.”

Dear Yarns of Compassion
Thank you for always making beautiful baskets for
W2C. Your continued support is greatly appreciated.
With Gratitude,
Karen Papp
Waukegan to
College

Thanks—Gio

“Thanks for the care package!”
-Magnus

“A world of thanks for your
kindness!”
Thank you so much for the
Prayer Shawl. I miss the St.
Marks’ family very much.
Sally Closs

I really like the hat and scarf—
Nick

Thanks for the scarf & hat—
Abby

“Thank you so much to whoever

put me on that list. I was having a
really, really bad week, and when
I came home to that surprise
package it really cheered me up
and made my day. Thank you!” Cassidy
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

W e b s i t e :

Wed

25

24 Worship 4pm
and 11pm

31 Cub Scouts
6:30pm

23 Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am

30 Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

Kathy on Vacation Dec 22nd thru Jan 2nd

26

19

18 Confirmation
7pm

17 Cub Scouts
6:30pm

16 Christmas
Pageant 9:45am
NO SUNDAY
SCHOOL

5 HOA Meeting
7pm

11 Reflections in 12
the Noon
Council 7pm
Confirmation 7pm

4 Confirmation
7pm
Reflections in the
Spirit 7pm

Tue

10 Cub Scouts
6:30pm
Illustrating Our
Faith 7pm

3 Cub Scouts
6:30 pm
WSM 7pm

Mon

9 Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am

2 Sunday School
9:30 am Worship
9:45 am

Sun

28

21 Worship7pm

14

7

Fri

Sat

29 Testify Lock-In

22

15

8

1 Prayer Team
9am

Kathy on Vacation Dec 22nd thru Jan 2nd

27 Choir 7pm
Boy Scouts 7pm

20 Choir 7pm
Boy Scouts 7pm

13 Choir 7pm
Boy Scouts 7pm

6 DMW 6pm
Boy Scouts 7pm
Choir 7pm

Thu

the messenger
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Serving Us This Month

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087
Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday
School
9:30 a.m.
Sept.—May

Lectors Sundays
12/02 Genie Durand
12/09 Jan Smith
12/16 Christmas Pageant
12/23 Julie Wendorf
12/24 4pm Paul Durand
12/24 11pm Ken Swanson
12/30 Linda Dietz
Assisting Minister
(1st and 3rd Sundays) Jill Shepherd
Communion Assistant
12/09, 12/24 4pm, Genie Durand
12/23, 12/24 11pm Ken Swanson
12/30 Volunteer
Altar Guild
Loren & Margaret Congdon, Nancy Inskeep
Ushers
Al & Ida Dudlestson
Stand-Ins Vicki Matson & Kirsten Koch

Acolyte s Sundays
12/02 Emily Waight & Volunteer
12/09 Madison Falkinham & Kiera Stelter
12/16 Christmas Pageant– Dominic & Kiera
Stelter
12/21 Madison Falkinham [No Communion]
12/23 Dominic Stelter & Isabeau Puccini

THE M ESSENGER
St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087-1343

12/24 4pm Madison Falkinham & Isabeau
Puccini
12/24 11pm Dominic & Kiera Stelter
12/30 Madison Falkinham & Isabeau
Puccini
Projectionists Sundays
12/02 Dana Lundtveit
12/09 Evan Lundtveit
12/16 Christmas Pageant– Dana Lundtveit
12/21 Annika Swanson
12/23 Evan Lundtveit
12/24 4pm Sophia Diaz
12/24 11pm Emily Waight
12/30 Annika Swanson
Sound Technicians
12/02 Andrew Oye
12/09 David Sparesus
12/16 Christmas Pageant Danyel Sparesus
12/21 Evelyn Fontana
12/23 David Sparesus
12/24 4pm Danyel Sparesus
12/24 11pm Evelyn Fontana
12/30 Evelyn Fontana

stamp
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