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TIME AFTER THE EPIPHANY
As we turn the pages of our annual calendars to a new year, 2019, we
also turn the pages of our liturgical calendar to a new season, the Time
after Epiphany. This liturgical time follows the observance of the Epiphany of Our Lord which is celebrated on January 6th of each year, twelve
days after Christmas. The word epiphany means “manifestation,” that
is, an “indication of the
existence, reality, or presence of something,” as defined by The American
Heritage College Dictionary. Therefore, when we
gather together to worship
throughout the season of
Epiphany, we celebrate the
many ways that the existence, reality, or presence of Christ was revealed, not just to the Jews, but to the Gentiles as well.







Christ was revealed through the presence of the wise men from
the east.
Christ was revealed through his baptism by John in the Jordan
River.
Christ was revealed at a wedding feast when water is turned
into wine.
Christ was revealed when he visits his hometown of Nazareth
and uses the prophetic words of Isaiah to claim his identity, purpose, and mission.
Christ was revealed in the welcoming of those who exist on the
margins of society, such as the widow and the leper.
Continued on Page 3
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Come celebrate the gift
of Jesus Christ.
Grow together
in faith and love.
Share the Good News with all.
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January Anniversaries
Alfred & Eleanore Wienke
Matthew & Leslie Sanfelippo
Rudolph & Mary Jo Ahonen
Rob & Kathy Anderson

Linda Churchey 01/04
Margaret Congdon 01/04
William Gregory 01/04
David Sparesus 01/06
Kathy Schild 01/07
Betty Anderson 01/11
Tamara Maki 01/11
Andrew Haapanen 01/12
William Klass 01/12
Heidi Vander Vere 01/12
Ariana DeTogne 01/14
Elise Diaz 01/14
Jack Herberger 01/14
Donald Fontana 01/15
Abigail Oye 01/15
Liv Heredia 01/18
Jean Norkus 01/21
Alexis Perez 01/21
Lynn Schroetter 01/21
Magnus Swanson 01/21
Jean Bogdala 01/22
Arvo Aukee 01/24
Danyel Sparesus 01/25
Drew Heredia 01/26
Amelia Solava 01/26
Ian Hopkins 01/29
Inara Puccini 01/30
Ritva Illi 01/31

01/12
01/18
01/24
01/30

We thank the people who have memorialized these
friends and loved ones for their generosity.
The following gift was given in loving Memory of:
 Leonard E. Tolonen from Lucille Tolonen

AED Demonstration
After worship on Sunday, January 13th, 2019, Fireman
Rick Ludowise will demonstrate how to use our AED Defibrillator. We thank him for taking the time to show us
the proper way to use it.
Council Members
Marcio Diaz
Al Dudleston
Paul Durand
Don Fontana
Nancy Inskeep
Kirsten Koch
Jean Norkus
Ken Swanson
Kristen Trukova
Wayne Voss

If your name/s have not
appeared in recognition of your
birthday, wedding anniversary or
a memorial gift, please contact
the church office.

Team Leaders
Altar Guild
 Nancy Inskeep
Choir
 Eric Aho
Drama Music & Worship
 Erv Uhlman

W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

Hospitality
 Lucille Tolonen
Investment
 Don Fontana
Property & Grounds
 Wayne Voss
Social Justice
 Laura Raykiewicz
Stephen Ministries
 Jill Shepherd
Technology
 Bob Ostman
Women of St. Marks
 Bridgette Otterbacher
Yarns of Compassion
 Helen Ostman
Youth & Family
 Laura Swanson
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Mission of the Month—
COOL Ministries



Four days of nutritionally
balanced emergency food is
provided for each person visiting the COOL Pantries.
Visitors may return to COOL Pantries as often as
once every 30 days, as long as their need continues.
However, visitors may return as often as daily to
receive supplies of bread and other items that are
expiring or have a short shelf life. Pantry East is
located at 800 W. Glen Flora Avenue, Waukegan
Illinois, 60085. Pantry West is located in the lower
level of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church at 25519
W. Highway 134, Ingleside Illinois, 60041. Each
individual visiting the pantry receives enough food
to make 12 balanced meals. Traditionally, about 50%
of the food goes to children and about half the
adults served are unemployed or unemployable.
Food Insecurity is a way of life for many who visit
COOL for help each month. In addition to lacking
food, visitors also often lack access to adequate
health care, housing, transportation, and sufficient
income to meet their needs. COOL Food Pantries
also provide food for those who need a specialty
diet including infants, diabetics, cardiac patients and
those needing gluten free foods. COOL Pantries also
have food supplies for those who are homeless and
unable to prepare and store perishable foods.
Additionally COOL pantries supply paper goods,
toiletries and cleaning supplies to food stamp
eligible veterans.

FOOD OF THE MONTH:
Peanut Butter

“Come, Grow, Share.”

Christ was revealed to his followers on a
mountain top during the Transfiguration of
our Lord.

The Time after Epiphany is also an opportunity to recognize the many ways that Christ is revealed in our
world today.








Christ is revealed in worship, through our lectionary readings, hymns, rituals and fellowship.
Christ is revealed to us in the elements of
bread and wine of communion and in the baptismal waters.
Christ is revealed in prayer and our acts of care
and compassion
Christ is revealed in the act and words of kindness and generosity of his faithful followers.
Christ is revealed in the stories we tell and the
scriptures we examine in Sunday School and in
Bible Study

One of the Gospel readings we will explore during this
Time after the Epiphany tells the story of the Baptism
of Our Lord. Through water, word, and the presence
of the Holy Spirit, Jesus is revealed as God’s beloved
Son. Mindful of that story, we will begin each of our
worship services between Epiphany and Lent with a
statement of Thanksgiving for Baptism. This statement of thanksgiving will remind us of our baptismal
call to share our light with others in order to glorify
God and to reveal the presence of Christ. We do this
through our ministry, our work within the congregation, and through our mission, our work out in the
community.
Happy New Year!
Pastor Kelly

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
The Still Small Voice
Self-Love
And a voice came from heaven, “You are
my son, the Beloved, with you I am well pleased.”
Mark 1:11
“I celebrate myself,” the poet Walt Whitman wrote.

The thought is so delicious it is almost obscene.
Imagine the joy that would come with celebrating the
self—our achievement, our experiences, our
existence. Imagine what it would be like to look into
the mirror and say, as God taught us, “That’s good.” -Sr Joan Chittister, Light in the Darkness
I was reading an article in the fall Samaritan
Counseling Center about “Transforming Self-Criticism
with Self-Compassion. We sometimes make a mess of
things by being so hard on ourselves. We may feel
shame, depression, or have low self-esteem because
of harshly judging ourselves. Rodrick Thorp tells us
“we have to learn to be our own best friends because
we fall too easily into the trap of being our own worst
enemies.”
In The Power of Self-Compassion, Mary Welford,
D.Clin.Psy. tells us that having good thoughts about
ourselves is connected to self-confidence. All of us, at
some point in our lives, could do with a bit more of self
-confidence. Self-confidence varies from person to
person, day to day, situation to situation. The
important thing to know is that self-confidence is
something we build and maintain.
God wants you to have good feelings about yourself—
loving yourself, forgiving yourself, and treating yourself
with compassion. We may not even be aware that we
are hurting ourselves; we need to believe that we are
worthy of love and respect. We need to acknowledge
that we make mistakes and are not perfect, and accept
that we are God’s beloved.
W e b s i t e :

Here is an example of treating yourself with love and
compassion:
A person who forgets about meeting up with a friend
and feels terrible about it might show himself love by
saying “I can be forgetful sometimes, but I’m always
forgiving when a friend forgets something, so I’m
going to be forgiving to myself as well. I am still a
good friend and I will plan to make it up to him.
The Still, Small Voice of Love
-- Henri Nouwen, January 14, 2012
“Many voices ask for our attention. There is a voice
that says, ‘Prove that you are a good person.’
Another voice says, ‘You’d better be ashamed of
yourself.’ There is also a
voice that says, ‘Nobody
really cares about you,’
and one that says, ‘Be sure
to become successful,
popular, and powerful.’
But underneath it all these
often very noisy voices is a
still, small voice that says,
‘You are my Beloved, my
favor rests on you.’ That’s
the voice we need most of
all to hear. To hear that voice, however, requires
special effort; it requires, silence, and a strong
determination to listen. That’s what prayer is. It is
listening to the voice that calls us, ‘my Beloved.’”
“Don’t go through life, grow through life.”
–Eric Butterworth
God’s grace and love be with you,
Jill Shepherd
Stephen Leader

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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PASTY TIME IS NEAR…
January 23, 24, 25, & 26
Your December MESSENGER provided the basic
information regarding our annual Pasty Sale
sponsored by the Women of St. Mark’s.
Volunteers are needed to Shop & Cleanup, Peel &
Chop Vegetables, Roll & Fill Crusts, and Provide
Nourishment for the workers.
The Sign-up Board to help will be in the Narthex
starting Sunday, January 6, 2019. Come join in the
fellowship and accomplishment of great things
With your unselfish efforts to help, monies will be
available to fulfill the following mission endeavors:

INREACH


Special families in need



WSM Prayer Retreat



Youth & Family Ministry Programs



St. Mark’s Stewardship Project
Waukegan 2 College



Bethel New Life Mission Education
Opportunities



Midwest Veteran’s Closet

Thursday, January 24, 2019
9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Crust Rolling, Veggie Prep
Clean-Up
Friday, January 25, 2019
6 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Pasty Filling, Baking, Cooling
Potato Peeling, Dishwashing, Clean-Up
Saturday, January 26, 2019
6 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Pasty Filling, Baking, Cooling,
Dishwashing, Clean-Up

ORDERING INFORMATION
Place completed order forms in the WSM Pasty Box
in the Narthex beginning January 6th. Order forms
will be on the information table in the Narthex and
downstairs on the tables in front of the mailboxes.
PHONE ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED MONDAY,
JANUARY 7TH AT 9AM, NOT BEFORE.
We will stop taking pasty orders when we reach
1200. There will be no waiting list. First come; first
served.
Due to an increase in the cost of the ingredients,
the price of a pasty this year will be $7.00.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH


“Come, Grow, Share.”

In the same way, let your light shine before men, that
they may see your good deeds and praise your Father
in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

WORLD OUTREACH


Honduras Baby Project



Katie’s Fund for Women in Ministry
sponsored by Women of the ELCA.



Women of the ELCA Disaster Relief for
California Wildfire Victims

WHAT IS A PASTY??
It is a meat pie, a blend of beef & pork & potatoes &
onions & carrots. The mixture is placed in a crust …
the crust is folded over, sealed and baked.
DELICIOUS .. once you’ve tasted one, you can’t wait
until the next sale.

2019 WORK SCHEDULE
Wednesday, January 23, 2019
7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Dough Making
Dishwashing, Clean-Up
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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WSM Bible Study
WSM Winter Bible Study: Meeting
Jesus in the Gospel of John
AROUND THE WORLD — ETHNIC LUNCHEON
SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 2019
11:00 AM.
Free Will Donation

For the next four months we will
be meeting Jesus through his interactions with
people, as he engages them in honest and
sometimes difficult conversations that lead to
faith, renewal and transformation.

A sign up sheet is posted on the counter in the
narthex of the church to list your name, number of
people attending and Ethnic dish to share.

The first session will be on Friday, January 11th,
2019 at 10 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

What is an Ethnic Dish? A special food from your
Heritage — maybe your Mother or Grandmother
made it for a family gathering or special holiday meal
which you remember as very special. Or maybe you
have a good "all American" dish to share. We
would like to know what you plan to bring and
country of origin, so we can have labels ready to
identify all dishes.
Please note: We will not be serving the regular coffee
hour on this Sunday as everyone is invited to attend
the "Around the World Luncheon".
Ministry of Hospitality Team
Lucille Tolonen, Team Leader

Meetings are held in the home of Ida Dudleston.
(847-336-5096)

Foundations for the Future Update
In Matthew 5:14 Jesus tells us "You are the light of
the world" When we consider that our being the
light is an ongoing work of God in us, that honors
Him, and we know that it doesn't come from ourselves. God brings us together in partnership with Him
as we continue our St. Marks Foundations Campaign.
During these past 9 months, St. Marks members
have played a vital part in our Foundations for the
Future Campaign. We are over 1/2 way to reaching
our goal of $500,000. We continue praying that
members will prayerfully consider doing either a onetime gift or an ongoing gift to the stewardship campaign.
It is never too late to become involved in the effort
that is before our congregation. The forms are on the
table in the Narthex, or you can contact our church
secretary, Kathy Anderson. She will be able to assist
you in increasing your offering.
As God enables us, we will reach the goals HE wants for
St. Marks! Your continued faithfulness to your weekly
offerings will keep St. Marks a vital part of this church
and the community we live in.
Thank you,
Bridgette Otterbacher
and Genie Durand

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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“Come, Grow, Share.”

Honduras New Baby Project

More than 20 years ago, the Soup-er Bowl of Caring
began with a simple prayer from a single youth
group. “Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football
game, help us to be mindful of those without even a
bowl of soup to eat.”
We will be collecting cans of soup to donate to
COOL. We will also have soup pots to collect monetary donations on Souper Bowl Sunday, February
3rd and during the month of February. Every dollar
donated will go to COOL.

Blessing Baskets
Testify & the Youth & Family Ministry team wish to
thank all who contributed items for our Blessing
Baskets. The baskets were distributed the 3rd week
of December to our Shut-Ins.

W e b s i t e :

From those who have so much...
To those who have so little.
Women of St. Mark’s latest mission is a plea for
slightly used baby clothes in sizes 0 to 6 months
(please no new baby clothes) for babies born in
Honduras..
Many mothers in Honduras are unable
to provide clothes to bring their new
born babies home from the hospital
in. Stop now and think how you would
feel if you had to bring your new born
baby home naked. That’s right… naked. These
mothers need our help and help from others like us.
Keep in mind the weather in Honduras is hot continuously throughout the year...so please look for
clothes that are light-weight in sizes 0 to 6 months.
Please bring the donation of baby clothes to St.
Mark’s and put them into a donation box that is
marked:
Honduras New Baby Project.
Women of St. Mark’s Board thanks you for your support in this project and the women of Honduras will
be grateful.

Spare Change
Sundays
Do you have spare change
weighing down your pockets
or purse? How about your
couch cushions or the seat of
your car? The St. Mark's Youth is looking for your
loose change!!! We have declared the final Sunday
of each month as "Spare Change Sunday!!" please
bring your spare change in and deposit it in our bucket outside the Sanctuary. We will be using that spare
change for various Sunday School activities.

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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Christmas Pageant— The Paper Bag Christmas

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
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The Joy Givers
One could not help noticing the transformation that
took place in the fellowship hall at our church during
early December. The festive ambiance was the work
of a number of motivated and determined St. Mark’s
youth who wished to spread cheer during the holiday season. Evelyn Fontana, Annika Swanson, Claire
and Dana Lundtveit and Isabeau Puccini gave of their
time and effort to create a joyful spirit at St. Marks.
The Women of St. Mark’s Board recognizes, so appreciates and loves what you did. We thank you.
WSM Board

“Come, Grow, Share.”

TENTH ANNUAL CHILI SUPPER—THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who supported the Chili Supper
held on November 8th, 2018 for the benefit of the
COOL food pantry. Our records show we served 152
people in our fellowship hall, had 68 carry out order
and 24 people enjoyed a second bowl of chili. The
checks and cash received for COOL totaled $1,347.00.
After expenses total profit to COOL is $3472.00. The total amount of food collected on the truck was 375
pounds. According to our records, during the past 10
years, the Chili Supper has raised a total of $33,008.35
for the COOL Food Pantry. Pounds of food collected on
the truck totaled 4817 pounds. This has helped feed
many people in need during the past ten years. Thank
you all for your support
GODS’S WORK—OUR HANDS
Lucille Tolonen, Team Leader
"In everything you do, put God first,
And he will direct you and crown your efforts with success" Proverbs 3:6

Dear St. Marks Ev. Lutheran Church Women of the
ELCA,
Thank you for supporting Katie’s Fund with your gift of
$800.00. Your gift makes a real difference in women’s
lives. Thank you.
Recently, thanks to you and other generous people
like you, Katie’s Fund supported the making of a powerful two-part documentary on how people of faith
respond to the problems of immigrants and refugees
in this country. This film, “Brightness of Noon: The
Intersect of Faith, Immigration and Refugees, reminds
us that what Martin Luther said about faith—it’s a living daring confidence in God’s grace—is still true in
our world today. And that living, daring faith changes
hearts and lives.
This is just one example of the global education, living
theology and leadership development that your giving
to Katie’s Fund supports.
With gratitude,
Linda Post Bushkofsky
Executive Director
W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s

Mon

W e b s i t e :

s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s
Confirmation 7pm

22 Yarns 7 pm

27 Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship 9:45 am
Testify 6 pm

22

21

20 Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship 9:45 am

29
Confirmation 7pm

28

Illustrating Our Faith
7pm

Confirmation 7pm

15

14

Council 7pm
Confirmation 7pm

30

Pasty Prep 7am –
5pm

23

16

9

2

1

8 Reflections in the
Season – Noon

Wed

Tue

13 Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship 9:45 am
Around the World
Luncheon 11:00am

7

Kathy on Vacation

6 Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship 9:45 am

Sun

Choir 7pm

Boy Scouts 7pm

31

Pasty Prep 9am –
9pm

24

Choir 7pm

Boy Scouts 7pm

17

Choir 7pm

Boy Scouts 7pm

10

Choir 7pm

Boy Scouts 7pm

3

Thu

19

12

Prayer Team 9am

5

Sat

25 Pasty Prep 6 am – 26 Pasty Prep 6 am –
7:30 pm
7:30 pm

18

11 WSM Bible Study
at Ida Dudleston’s 10
am & 4:30 pm

4

Fri
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Serving Us This Month

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087
Phone 847-623-5135
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com

Worship
Sundays
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Sept.—May

Lectors
01/06
01/13
01/20
01/27

Sundays
Emily Waight
Grace Brikha
Jan Smith
Paul Durand

Assisting Minister
Paul Durand [1st & 3rd Sundays]
Communion Assistant
Genie Durand [2nd & 4th Sundays]
Altar Guild
Pam Hurley & Kathy Schild
Ushers
Kathy & Kurt Schild

THE M ESSENGER
St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087-1343

Acolyte s Sundays
01/06 Dominic & Kiera Stelter
01/13 Madison Falkinham & Isabeau Puccini
01/20 Logan & Morgan Schroetter
01/27 Kiera Stelter & Isabeau Puccini
Projectionists Sundays
01/06 Sophia Diaz
01/13 Dana Lundtveit
01/20 Emily Waight
01/27 Evan Lundtveit
Sound Technicians
01/06 Evelyn Fontana
01/13 David Sparesus
01/20 Andrew Oye
01/27 David Sparesus

stamp

RETURN ADDRESS REQUESTED

PLACE MAILING LABEL HERE

