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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
  

Come celebrate the gift  
of Jesus Christ. 
Grow together  

in faith and love.  
Share the Good News with all.  
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Come, Grow, Share 
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3350 North Delany Rd  

Waukegan, II.  60087  

OCTOBER INTERIM PROGRESS REPORT 

By the end of October, I will have served as your Intentional 

Interim Minister for a full year. I mentioned at the very beginning 

that this would be a deliberative process. A congregation 

undergoing transition is strongly encouraged to use this time for 

discernment and reflection on these questions: 

What is St. Mark’s identity as a congregation? 

Where is the Holy Spirit leading St. Mark’s? 

What kind of pastor would best serve St. Mark’s as it follows the direction of the 

Holy Spirit? 

Very early on, a Transition Team was formed to work with me in guiding the 

congregation through the transitional process. Those who accepted the invitation to 

serve on the team are Loren Lundveit (facilitator), Lynn Schroetter (secretary), Jill 

Shepherd, Ken Falkinham, Vicky Mattson, and Nancy Inskeep (council liaison). The 

team, on average, met two times per month between November and May. In order to 

help future candidates understand the congregation’s history and its current level of 

vitality, the team gathered internal data such as membership profiles and trends. In 

order to better understand the community in which the congregation serves, the team 

gathered demographic data from various sources.  

Among the things the Transition Team learned is that St. Mark’s ministry area is highly 

diverse in terms of economic levels and racial/ethnic backgrounds. The communities St. 

Mark’s serve range from urban to suburban to rural. The information gathered lead the 

team to an understanding that ministry in the future will be filled with many challenges 

as well as many opportunities.  

In February, March, and April, the Transition Team conducted approximately 90 

interviews with members of the congregation. Six questions were asked so that the 

team could gain an understanding of how members fell about St. Mark’s, past and 

present. The team also asked what their vision was for the St. Mark’s future.  

       (Continued on Page 8) 

Reminder:  New  Service start time,  at   10:00 AM,  

beginning October 6th 
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10/02  Katherine Congdon 

10/03 Evelyn Fontana 

10/03  Megan Wells 

10/04 Mark Ahonen 

10/04 Katherine Haapanen 

10/04 Lise Myllymaki 

10/05 Robbyn McFadden 

10/06 Loren Lundtveit 

10/06 Rebekah Solava 

10/07 Laila Maki 

10/09 Scott Epker 

We thank the people who have memorialized these  

friends and loved ones for their generosity. 

The following gifts were given in Memory of  Nathan Inskeep: 

 

10/10 Ben Haapanen 

10/12 Pamela Hurley 

10/16 Eric Aho 

10/16 Jodi Hopkins 

10/17 Logan Schroetter 

10/17 Morgan Schroetter 

10/20 Dylan Schroetter 

10/22  Eric Baehr 

10/22  Jonathon Haapanen 

10/23 Bonnie Lepisto 

10/24 Laverne Laine 

10/25 Judith Reinier 

10/28 Patricia Flaminio 

10/28 Jeanie Kasper 

10/30 Earleen  Constantino 

 

 

 
 

 

October Anniversaries 

Georgi & Kristen Trukov      10/04 

Davis & Sharon Chand       10/04 

Erik & Angie Solita                10/06 

Ritva & Aaro Illi                     10/09 

Timothy & Sally Ammons    10/09 

Andrew & Kim  Haapanen   10/11 

Chris & Lynn Schroetter 10/12 

Susan & John Sedej               10/12 

Carrie & Dave Steckl          10/15 

Mauro & Kim Puccini 10/17  

If your name/s have not appeared in 

recognition of your birthday, 

wedding anniversary or a memorial 

gift, please contact the church 

office.  We want to include all 

celebrations and  memorials.    

847-623-5135   

W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s  

Brody & Kayte Hamel 
Inez Lemnus 
Waukegan Historical Society 
Helen Binning 
Barb Schroeder 
Mario Garza 
Sheryl Gray 
Loren and Margaret Congdon 
Tony, Dinora, and Everett Metcalf 
Jim and Michelle Ross 
Don and Amy Fontana 
Val Lampinen 
Bob and Helen Ostman 
Ken and Sandy Falkinham 
Marge Richter 
Arnold and Eric Aho 
Bob and Barb Green 
Connie and Randy Anderson 
Bob Harmon 
Al and Ida Dudleston 
Jerry, Kelsie, and Jerry Newbrough 
Ardelle and Kirsten Koch 
Ann Roberts 
Carol Suomu 

Women of St Mark’s 
Bridgette Otterbacher 
Ruth, Tom, and Cherish Clark 
Tom and Betty Nicklas 
Dianne Johnson 
Bonnie Tipton 
Jeff and Joyce Stuttle 

Connie Burden 
Rick and Lindy Haapanen 
Vicki Mattson 
Steve and Lisa Strange 
Helen Hart 
Jeri Ross 
Mae smith 
Kathy & Kurt Schild 
Jacqueline Plaetzer 
Regina and Jim Whitcomb 
Phyllis and Joe Duster 
Paavo & Helena Pelkonen  
Lise-Marie Myllymaki  
Nancy Inskeep 
Laura & Michael Raykiewicz  
Jan Smith 
Wayne & Kim Voss 

 

The following Gifts were given in 
memory of Aino Ukkonen:  
 
Paavo & Helena Pelkonen  
Lise-Marie Myllymaki  
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My deepest thanks to the lovely and loving hands 
that created the prayer shawl. It is lovely and 
meaningful and the sentiments in the card are 
poignant and felt deeply.  
 
A post script: one  
of the symptoms  
of my condition is  
trouble staying warm.  
The shawl serves a  
dual purpose, one  
spiritual, the other  

physical.   
 
God bless you all!  
Steve  Love 
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Here are some ideas to reduce the negative effects of 

regret: 

Learn from your mistakes and incorporate them 

into subsequent decisions and actions 

Do not let feelings of regret “eat you up” 

Do not repeat in your mind “if only” thinking 

Accept what happened and come to terms with it 

Accept there are some instances or events that 

are out of your control 

Accept that no life can be lived without regrets 

Constant regret and self-blame can have damaging 

effects on mind and body. Being stuck in past 

requests, particularly in older people, affects their 

physical and mental health.  Scientific American 

research states that when we are older “if only” 

thoughts about the choices we made may not be 

good for our mental health.  “One of the most 

important detriments of our emotional well being in 

our golden years might be whether we learn to stop 

worrying about what might have been.” 

Sr. Joan Chittister describes letting go of our regrets 

this way:  you need to stop living your life “by 

looking primarily in the rear-view mirror, and point 

your nose back into the heat of life.” 

“And though there may be many things that hold us 

back, Jesus hears our hearts and invites us to come.  

We are invited to throw off our old lives, our old 

fears, our old regrets, our old hesitations and 

limitations.  We are invited to spring up, lifting both 

our hands and hearts to God.  We are invited to give 

our lives to something more, something higher, 

something greater than mere survival.”   -Pastor 

Delmer Chilton 

 

Amen! 

Jill Shepherd 

Stephen Leader 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

REGRET 

‘Throwing off the cloak’ of regret 
 

Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called 
the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart, get up, he is 

calling you.” So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and 
came to Jesus.   Mark 10:49-50 

 

 “Practicing gratefulness now means having fewer 

regrets later…When you live 

fully inside your vulnerability, 

feeling grateful for the gift of 

life, you’re much less likely to 

say and do the things—or not 

say and do the things—that will 

lead you to regret. When we 

embrace the poignancy and vulnerability that come 

with gratefulness, we’re reminded that time is 

limited and experiences are fleeting, so we had better 

treasure deeply what we have now and live more 

fully into what we know really matters.”                                

Kirsti Nelson 

 

It’s been said that we tend to remember the biggest 

mistakes of our lives more than the happiest days of 

our lives.  One of the most frequently experienced 

emotions is regret.  Feelings of regret can stem from 

looking back on past behaviors and decisions and 

believing that a better outcome may have occurred if 

a different choice was made.  Topics that seem to 

elicit the most regret are education, career, romance, 

parenting, self, and leisure. 

Psychiatrists tell us that regret is often accompanied 

by other negative emotions such as guilt, 

disappointment, self-blame, and frustration.  In the 

article, “What to do with Feelings of Regret,” 

Psychology Today, Shoba Sreenivasan, PhD., and 

Linda Weinberger, PhD. offer suggestions to help 

understand and embrace our regrets to live a more 

satisfying life. 
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WSM Bible Study   
 
 
 
Date: Friday, October 4 at 10 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
Place: Ida Dudleston’s -- 847-336-5096 

We will be meeting on the first Friday of October which is 

October 4. We meet at 10 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.  

at the home of Ida Dudleston .This three month study is titled 

No hard feelings? Session 1 pertained to  

dealing with anger thru the Psalms. The Psalms give voice 

toward humanity, humanity toward God and people toward 

each other.  

 

This second session will be about the ache of grief. We will 

read and discuss Psalm 25: 12-22;  Psalm 77 and Psalm 

126. We will also look at the  2 and 5 chapters of 

 Lamentations. We will consider how grief and lament can 

each be acts of faith and occasions for healing. 

COOL is having a fundraiser at Portillo’s in 

Gurnee on Wednesday, October 9
th

, from 5-8 

pm and 20% of the proceeds will benefit 

COOL.   Diners can bring in the flyer or show it 

on a smartphone.  The flyer will be posted on our 

website and also on our FaceBook page.  We 

hope to see you there for some good food! 

W e b s i t e :  s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s  

COOL FOOD  PANTRY 

FOOD OF THE MONTH: 

*  Breakfast Items *  

Honduras New Baby Project 

 From those who have so much... 

        To those who have so little. 

Women of St. Mark’s latest mission is a 

plea for slightly used baby clothes in sizes 

0 to 6 months (please no new baby clothes) for babies 

born in  Honduras.. 

Many mothers in Honduras are unable to provide clothes 

to bring their new born babies home from the hospital in.  

Stop now and think how you would feel if you had to 

bring your new born baby home naked.  That’s 

right...naked.  These mothers need our help and help 

from others like us. 

Keep in mind the weather in Honduras is hot continuously 

throughout the year...so please look for clothes that are 

light-weight in sizes 0 to 6 months.    

Please bring the donation of baby clothes to St. Mark’s 

and put them into a donation box that is marked: 

 Honduras New Baby Project.    

Women of St. Mark’s Board thanks you for your support 

in this project and the women of Honduras will be grate-

ful. 

October  
Mission of the Month 

Social Justice—Prison Ministry 
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Calling All Critters 

  

  

  

  

In the Spirit of St. Francis and God’s love for all crea-

tion, we will bless the “animals of St. Mark’s” as they 

join us once again in worship.    

On Sunday, October 6th we invite you to bring your 

pet with you to the 10:00 a.m. worship service for a 

blessing.  In order to insure the safety of your pet and 

the people attending worship, we ask that you appro-

priately cage and/or leash your pet.    

Join us for this very special, annual, worship event!   

Job 12:7 "But ask the animals, and they will teach you; 

the birds of the air, and they will tell you...  

 

 

Crop Walk 2019 

Impact your community and the world. 

Walk with us! 

Crop Walk 2019 will be held October 20th, 2019 

Registration  at  12:00 P.M.  

at St. Anastasia  

624 Douglas Avenue 

Waukegan.   

Walk starts at 1:00 p.m..  

The Walk Distances are 5K & 10K.   

See Ken Swanson for information. 

Save the Date …. 

November 10 - 12th  2019 

An invitation from Grace Institute 

(See Jill Shepherd or Ann Roberts for more info.) 

 
Chili Supper— 
Mark Your Calendars 

Thursday, November  14 th 

Serving 3:30 P.M to 7:00 P.M 

 

$10.00 per person (Tickets are for sale from 

members of the Ministry of Hospitality) 

Carry-out meals available  

St. Mark’s  

Bible Study 

with  

Pastor Kelly, 

Wednesday’s @ 7:00 PM 

Yarn’s of Compassion  

Monday 10/21  

7:00 PM 

A Ministry of Hospitality meeting will be held 

on Saturday, October 5, 2019 at 9:30 AM. 

We will discuss the 11th Annual Chili Supper at 
this time and also set up the work schedule for 

Wednesday, November 13 and Thursday, No-
vember  14th.  We will also discuss other up-

coming activities of the Hospitality team. 

Your attendance is important at this meeting to 
be able to get everything organized for the Chili 

Supper. 

 
Coffee and ??? will be ready at 9:00 AM. 

 
Thank you for your continued support and help 

with all of the activities. 
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Church Picnic & Stepping Stone’s Sunday—9/08/19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Due to the poor weather, the annual 

church picnic / Stepping Stones Sunday 

service was held indoors at St. Mark’s in 

the fellowship hall.  Food and games were 

enjoyed after the service.   
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(continued from Page 1, (from Pastor Kelly)) 

The team reviewed the responses and identified four critical 

areas: Youth and Family Ministry, Congregational Growth, Com-

munity Outreach and Worship and the Arts.  This information 

was shared with members at a Congregational Forum in May. 

After presenting this information, small groups were formed 

and asked, through a brainstorming process, for ideas that 

would begin to address each of these four areas. Many useful 

ideas were shared. Also, those present were nearly unanimous 

in their desire to have a full-time pastor moving forward. 

Using all of this data, the Transition Team then worked on the 

Mission Site Profile (MSP). The MSP is a required document 

that must be submitted prior to the formation of a call com-

mittee. The MSP was presented to the Church Council and ap-

proved at its September meeting. The document will now be 

forwarded to the Synod. 

Meanwhile, the Council has been in conversation with Bishop’s 

Assistant, Sarah Stumme, regarding possible options for future 

leadership. While the pool of candidates available for consider-

ation is very limited, Pastor Stumme assured the council that 

the right person is out there.  

So, one year into the process, we are about to turn the corner 

as we get ready to identify St. Mark’s next leader. I ask your 

continued support, encouragement and prayers as we continue 

this journey. 

Yours, in Christ 

Pastor Dennis Kelly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School is starting:  

October 13th @  9:45 AM 

 

Save the date: 

Estate planning 
Saturday — November  11/09/2019 

11:00 AM to 12:30 PM, (lunch to follow) 

In the Fellowship Hall 

 

Financial Attorney —  Thomas Hood  

will be presenting an Estate Planning  

seminar, sponsored by the Ministry and 
Hospitality Team.  

   

(Contact Wayne Voss  at the church office for further 
details.) 
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Who am I ??? By Wayne Voss (New) Office Administrator 
 
For those who know me, but don’t really know me, I thought I 
would give you some background.  While I have been a part of St. 
Mark’s since the late 1990’s, many people still don’t know me very 
well, and I thought I would take this opportunity (here in the 
Messenger) to give you a quick bio on your (new) Office 
Administrator. 
 
I grew up Missouri Synod and transferred my membership to St. 
Mark’s in 1999 after attending as a “visitor” for a number of years. 
(My father still resides in Glenview, IL in the house I grew up in, 
and I have many family members interned at Immanuel Lutheran 
Cemetery, across from my old church.) 
 
For 34 years I have been employed, in one capacity or another, in 
the Corrugated Box manufacturing business—think Amazon and 
Uline, and yes, those brown shipping boxes, literally Millions of 
them.  It was time for a change, and on June 30th of this year I 
retired from the only real career I’ve ever really known. 
 
Since “the time of Moses” (or so it sometimes, seems) I have been 
handling the Property and Grounds efforts here at St. Mark’s,  and 
there is very little – mechanically, electrically, or otherwise related 
to this building which I have not touched, or seen.  I have a true 
“love / hate” relationship with our building, but in general, this is 
where my engineering heart belongs. Most of you know me as the 
“Engineering / Mr. fix it guy”. 
 
In 2008, I met my wife (to be), Kim, via Yahoo on-line dating—yes, 
it really can work. I had always imagined a Christmas wedding in 
our beautiful Sanctuary hall, when decorated for the holidays, and 
by the end of that year, it became a dream come true for me.  
While I have no children of my own, Kim has two wonderful 
daughters, whom I love dearly, and for which we are now blessed 
with 6 grandchildren—all boys! 
 
I have spent over 12 years (two - six year terms) on the Church 
Council, in various capacities, working with some outstanding 
people, who give untold volunteer hours to this church.  They, 
along with all of you,  are the reason I continue to be a part of this 
Church body. I started 2019 as my “third” (6 yr?) term of duty and 
am presently Council Secretary. 
 
It was as a member of council this spring that I learned of Kathy 
(and Rob) Anderson’s impending retirement.  My “semi-
retirement” plan was to “do something”, workwise, to stay busy, 
along with volunteering more of my time to St. Mark’s.  The 
thought of doing Kathy’s “paid” job, wasn’t even on my radar, but 
certainly opened the opportunity to serve a real need, especially 
during this time of Pastoral transition. Divine intervention??,  
distinctly possible…  Because I am now at church, (at least) four 
days, per week, it allows me additional time to work on building 
items on a more regular basis as it saves me a 30 minute drive 
coming down from my home in Bristol WI. 
 
I wanted everyone to understand that my position as Office 
Administrator is only temporary.  I plan to “fully retire” in the fall 

of 2021, when my wife Kim retires from her 
job.  The good news is I’m not going 
anywhere, and will be able to provide “back 
up” assistance to whomever replaces me.  
This is a “luxury” we really didn’t have 
under Kathy, and to her credit, she never 
let us down! Prayerfully, long before this 
time our new full time Pastor will be in 
place, and I will have had the chance to 
assist that person with all the things, in our 
day to day life at St Mark’s, that Kathy handled so well, and that 
I am still learning.    
 
My thanks to each and every one of you for your kind words,  
support, and assistance, during this transition time for me and 
especially your patience as I try and fill Kathy’s shoes.   
 
My hours will normally be Monday - Thursday 8 AM to 1 PM; 
however, these times and dates may fluctuate as church needs 
(and my vacation days) arise.   Should there be anything I can 
assist you with, please feel free to contact me via the church 
office phone, or our email at St. Mark’s. 
 
God’s Blessing to each of you!   Wayne 

Women of St. Mark's  
PULLA BREAD & BAKE SALE 

 Please help us make this sale bigger then ever!  You 

will not only have the opportunity to buy some great 

baked goods,  but you will also, be helping others.  

 Bakers are needed…  

to fill our table with delicious bread, cookies, cakes, 

pies or your own specialty for sale.  Please wrap your 

donated baked goods but do not mark the price on 

them.  Bring them to church  before  the  church ser-

vice (Sunday 10-27-19).  

Baking —  Saturday October 26, 2019 

Sale— Sunday October 27, 2019 
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St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
3350 North Delany Rd. 
Waukegan, IL. 60087 

  
Phone 847-623-5135  
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First) 
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com  

Worship 
Sundays  
10:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday 
School 
9:45 a.m.  

  Oct.—May 
  

Serving Us This Month 

Lectors      Sundays      
10/06 Ida / Al Dudleston 
10/13 Dominic Stelter 
10/20 Genie Durand 
10/27 Ken Swanson 

 

Assisting Minister             
Eric Aho (1st and 3rd Sundays) 
 

Communion Assistant 
Ken Swanson (2nd & 4th Sundays) 
 

Altar Guild  
Lindy Haapanen, Nancy Inskeep  
Julie Wendorf  
 

Ushers  
Nancy Inskeep & Sara Griffin 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Acolyte s    Sundays 
 10/06  Madi Falkinham & Dylan Schreotter  

10/13 Isabeau Puccini 

10/20 Kiera & Dominic Stelter 

10/27 Lilly Thorn 

 
Projectionists  Sundays 
 10/06  Logan Schroetter  

10/13 Emily Waight 

10/20 (OPEN)  

10/27 Evan Lundtveit 

 
Sound Technicians     
10/06  Ethan Schroetter  

10/13 Evelyn Fontana 

10/20 (OPEN) 

10/27 David Sparesus 
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