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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
  

Come celebrate the gift  
of Jesus Christ. 
Grow together  

in faith and love.  
Share the Good News with all.  
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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE FILLED WITH HOPE 

On Sunday, December 1st, the Season of Advent will begin. 
Advent is more than the four weeks before the celebration of 
Christ’s birth. It is a season in which we are invited to take a look 
into ourselves and acknowledge our human condition of waiting, 
longing, and restlessness. During Advent, we look to the future 
(second) coming of the Messiah while at the same time 
celebrating the first coming of Jesus two-thousand years ago. 
Often overlooked, in this time remembering and anticipating, is 
recognizing the presence of Christ in our lives today. 

Advent is a great time to practice the art of mindfulness and living in the present. The 
practice of mindfulness involves taking the time to slow down and embrace the quite, 
away from the noise of the world around us. Living in the present involves welcoming 
the voice of God that comes to us in the silence. In the process we discover what God is 
saying to us at this particular moment of time.  

I see the presence of Christ every day in the mission and ministry of St. Mark’s. His 
presence is revealed:  

 When we gather together in worship, listen to God’s word, share the meal Christ 
has prepared for us, and are sent into the world to share the good news with 
others.  

 When members use their hearts, hands, minds, and feet to serve Christ in others.  
 When we create community by gathering for food and fellowship after worship. 
 When individuals gather for Yarns of Compassion and use their hands and heart 

knitting and crocheting prayer shawls, blankets, and caps for children and adults in 
need of comfort and warmth.  

 When the Women of St. Mark’s collect clothing and toys to be sent to children in 
Central America.  

 When children and adults use their feet to walk and raise funds for the Crop Walk. 
 When we gather together for a Chili supper in order to raise funds for COOL food 

pantry and transitional housing. 
 When members volunteer to help children to learn about Jesus in Sunday School. 
 When individuals step forward to serve in positions of leadership and to guide the 

congregation in its mission and ministry. 

This list could go on and on. However, I will close with a reminder that Christ is present 
as we journey through this Advent Season and celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ on 
Christmas Eve. 

I encourage you to join with your brothers and sister in Christ, to enter into the silence,  
and to discover where God is sending each one of us into the future. Thanks be to God! 
Amen!          
      Dennis H. Kelly, Interim Minister 
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We thank the people who have  memorialized these  friends 
and loved ones for their generosity. 

The following gifts were given in Memory of   

Nathan Inskeep: 

  Sandy & Shawn Stephenson 

The following gift was given in Memory of  Bill “Chico” 
Mattson: 
 Carol Bonnes 

12/03 Eleanor Senteney  

12/04 Giovanni Diaz  

12/04 Vicki Mattson 

12/06 Alexander Sittig 

12/07 Linda Dietz  

12/07 Luke Solita 

12/10 Ella Chand  

12/13 Shannon Stelter  

12/14 Kathryn Kottka  

12/15 Nancy Inskeep  

12/17 Zachary Ammons  

12/19 Sue Broemelkamp  

12/20 Rachel Sheppard  

12/22 Mark Taylor  

12/22 Janice Thorstenson  

12/23 Steven Myllymaki  

12/25 Sandra Falkinham  

12/26 Ashley Perez  

12/27 Susan Baehr  

12/27 Dinora Congdon  

12/27 Anita Wells  

12/31 Jane Oye  

12/31 Mark Yocius   

 

Rich & Karen Yocious  December 14th 

James & Robbyn McFadden December 20th 

Jack & Sue Broemelkamp December 27th 

Wayne & Kim Voss  December 27th 

The following gift was given in Memory of  Anna & William 
Sorvari: 
 Lisa & Stephen Strange 
 

If your name(s) have not appeared in recognition of your   

birthday, wedding, anniversary, or a memorial gift, please con-

tact the church office.  We want to include all celebrations and 

memorials.         (847)  623-5135 
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THANK YOU’s, (continued) on page 9 

 

 
Crop Walk 2019   

Thank you to all who participated and/or 

gave.  We raised $1,300. 

  

Congratulations—Graduate !   

Ryan Christopher Hopkins 
 
Graduating Cum Laude 
From the University of Wisconsin 
– Parkside 
On December 14, 2019 
Ryan has earned a BS in Second-
ary Education and a BA in  
History.  He will continue to do 
student teaching at the Bullen 
Middle School in Kenosha, WI through January 2020 
before seeking a full-time teaching position.  
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deterred by my lack of encouragement. 

“Okay,” I sighed, “here goes.” 

Then, I inwardly began to talk to him. 

†All I can say for sure is that when we judge people, we go blind to their 

divinity. But by opening our hearts, we call forth the best in them. 

“No matter who you are,” I told him, “I know that God lives within you, 

and that you are one of His manifestations. Please help me release my 

judgments, which are rooted in ignorance and fear. The truth is, I know 

nothing about you. All I know is that you’re somewhat inquisitive.  

Please forgive me for judging you. I bow to you. I honor you and thank 

you for your presence.” 

I continued to talk with the man. Outwardly, nothing had changed. But 

my inner world felt very different than it had five minutes ago. 

I didn’t tell my new friend that I was leading a women’s workshop in 

which we were exploring the archetypal meaning and symbolism of the 

divine marriage. However, I did tell him that I was leading a retreat for 

fifteen women. Having gathered this information, he finally appeared to 

be satisfied and retreated to the kitchen. 

I heaved a sigh of relief. Finally, I was free to drink my coffee and enjoy 

the play of sunlight dancing on the rolling waves. Half an hour later, I 

asked for the check, paid, and stood up to leave. But as I headed towards 

the door, my friend came running out of the kitchen. 

“Wait, wait!” he cried. Surprised, I stopped. 

“Just a second,” he panted, quite out of breath. So I waited, though for 

the life of me I couldn’t imagine what he wanted now. Turning on his 

heels, he raced back into the kitchen. A minute passed, then another. I 

started getting impatient. 

Finally, the kitchen doors flew open and he burst out beaming. In his 

arms, he was cradling three steaming hot pies. Looking at me with a shy 

grin, he explained, “This one’s cherry. This is apple walnut. And that—

that’s rhubarb strawberry.” 

Seeing my puzzled look, he added, almost apologetically, “Well… you 

see, I made them for your women. I thought they might enjoy them.” 

I was dumbfounded. While I was having my coffee, relieved to be rid of 

him, he’d been baking up a storm to make a special gift to a bunch of 

women whom he’d never met. Would he have acted any differently, had 

I not honored the divine presence in him? Who knows.  All I can say for 

sure is that when we judge people, we go blind to their divinity. But by 

opening our hearts, we call forth the best in them. And there it was, in 

his simple gesture of hospitality, kindness, and welcome. 

Lord, I am like to mistletoe/Which has no root and cannot grow / Or 

prosper, but by that same tree/ It clings about/So I by thee.  

 - Robert Herrick 

 

Jill Shepherd 

Stephen Leader  

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

Christmas 
“Seeing with Sacred Eyes” 

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming 

down  

from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 

change. 

In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, 

so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.  James 1:17-18 

 

Jalaja Bonheim, Ph.D., is an author and speaker whose experience as a 

Jewish child in post-war Germany who is an expert on healing and 

peacemaking around the world. She has received special acclaim for her 

groundbreaking work with Jewish and Palestinian women in the Middle 

East. 

The Three Pies 

Jalaja Bonheim 

Many years ago, I led a workshop at a beautiful retreat center 

overlooking the Pacific Ocean. Our morning session had just ended, and 

it was a gorgeous, sunny day. A long afternoon break lay ahead—perfect 

for a drive up the coast. 

I pulled over at a small restaurant that overlooked the ocean. I’m in luck, 

I thought as I walked in. It’s empty. I can sit at the window and watch 

the waves roll in. 

As the waiter handed me the menu, I noticed another man who was 

leaning against the kitchen door. A heavyset fellow, he was obviously in 

no hurry. He must be the owner, I figured. 

My coffee arrived, and still he stood there, clearly observing. I wished he 

would leave, but no. There he remained, hovering like a hawk. A couple 

of minutes passed as I sipped my coffee and tried to ignore him. But 

then, alas, he sauntered over and started asking me questions. Was I a 

tourist? Was I on vacation? What was I doing here?  

His demeanor wasn’t exactly unfriendly, but clearly, I was being checked 

out, as if my right to enter his territory were under question.  I overacted 

to his behavior; he reminded of a bully prone to abusing women.  

Inwardly, I began to bristle. 

Though I was answering the café owner’s questions, and appeared to be 

connecting with him, in truth I had already rejected him and wanted 

nothing to do with him. 

My usual strategy would have been to put up walls and discourage any 

contact. But this time, I couldn’t get away with it, the reason being that 

just before we broke for lunch, I’d given the workshop participants an 

assignment for the afternoon. It was a practice I call “Seeing with Sacred 

Eyes.” And the instructions were these: 

†Whenever you encounter someone, mentally greet them as 

God.  Inwardly, bow to them, and honor them as embodiments of Spirit.  

“If you’re uncomfortable with the word God,” I told the women at the 

retreat, “no problem. Just use whatever words work for you. You might 

greet them as sacred beings or as embodiments of the great Mystery.” 

The practice of inwardly bowing to someone is a wonderful way to 

evoke the perception of them as unique, special, and sacred. And since 

only the heart is capable of perceiving others as sacred, this practice 

automatically leads us to heart-thinking. And is this not what we all long 

for—to see the sacred all around us, all the time, and to live in a world 

imbued with mystery? 

But sitting in that restaurant, my instructions felt like a tall order. 

Dismayed, I considered my friend. But there he stood, not in the least 
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WSM “Gather” Study   
 

Date: Friday, December 6th  - 10 a.m. & 4:30 p.m. 
Place: Ida Dudleston’s -- 847-336-5096 
 

The topic is “Watch, wait and create.” it is a 

creative devotional with Isaiah. 

 

For more information , please contact  

Ida Dudleston. 
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December  
Mission of the Month: 

St. Mark’s — Foundations for 

the Future (Debt reduction) 

FOOD of  the Month 

*  side dish’s*  

Fellowship area Lighting Fund Drive !! 

The Property and Grounds team, in their continued 

efforts to reduce costs and improve our facility, have 

started a fund raising effort to convert the lighting in 

the Fellowship hall and the Kitchen,  to LED fixtures.  

The existing fixtures are original to the building, in-

efficient, and are becoming difficult to maintain. A 

sample of the new style fixture can be seen in the 

janitors closet.  We have over 110 fixtures to replace.  

Purchase / donate a new fixture for the Holidays!   

WSM 

The Women of St. Mark’s will be sponsoring 

the LSSI  (Lutheran Social Services of Illinois) 

Christmas Gift Card Project.  Names of chil-

dren will be posted on the board in the nar-

thex. Please choose a name and return one 

(1) $35.00 gift card (Wal-Mart, Walgreens, or 

Target), to Ann Roberts or Bridgette  

Otterbacher by Sunday December 9th, 2019.  

In addition to the $35.00 gift card each child / 

teenager will receive a hand made scarf & hat 

from Yarns of Compassion along with a cookie

-candy treat.   

 

Thank you for 

Participating! 

 

The Women of 

St. Mark’s 
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Come warm the hearts of our friends  

at Winchester House 

Christmas Caroling 
Sunday, December 8 at 6:30 pm 

1125 N. Milwaukee Avenue, Libertyville 
Corner of Milwaukee and Winchester 

Meet in the lobby 

Christmas Eve Worship   

     Tuesday, December 24th 

   services at 4 p.m. and 11 p.m. 

Blue Christmas  / 

Longest Night_ Worship 

December 20th at 7:00 p.m.  

Reminder 

Annual Ethnic Luncheon 
Sunday January 12, 2020 
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2020 Pasty Sale 
Over the years the Women of St. Mark’s Pasty Sale 

project has provided great fellowship and service for 

all our members and friends.  The pasty sale will con-

tinue to give us a vehicle to support the needs in the 

local community, as well as nationally. 

  

WORKERS ARE NEEDED IN JANUARY 2020 

To continue the project, we need you! 

Men, women, confirmands, high school students and 

friends of St. Mark’s… anyone who would be willing to 

help in service and fellowship.  

 

SIGN UP BEGINNING SUNDAY,  

January 5, 2020 in the Narthex   

Work Schedule:   Wednesday, January 22nd

 Thursday, January 23rd 

 Friday, January 24th  

 Saturday, January 25th  

 

Please make a COMMITMENT to help us continue the 

great pasty tradition at St. Mark’s Church.   Without 

WORKERS, PASTIES cannot be baked, ORDERS cannot 

be filled, FRIENDSHIPS cannot begin and  MISSION 

GOALS cannot be met.  
  

 

Volunteers are needed to: 

 SERVE LUNCH to the workers 

 PEEL & CHOP vegetables 

 ROLL & FILL crusts 

 CLEAN UP  

 

We will find a job for you for whatever time you 

can share.  

ORDER INFORMATION 
  

We will stop taking pasty orders when we reach 1200.  

THERE WILL BE NO WAITING LIST. 

 Beginning January 5th order forms will be on the in-

formation table in the Narthex and downstairs on the 

tables in front of the mailboxes.  They will be removed 

when order quota is met.  The Price will remain at 

$7.00 this year. 

  

Paper Orders > starting Sunday, January 5th, 

place your completed order form in the desig-

nated “PASTY ORDERS” box in the Narthex.” 

  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS A PASTY??  
 

 

It is a meat pie, a blend of beef & pork & potatoes & 

onions & carrots.  The mixture is placed in a crust … 

the crust is folded over, sealed and baked.   

PHONE ORDERSPHONE ORDERS > please call Wayne Voss, our of-

fice manager no earlier than 9am on Monday,  

January 6th.  In fairness to everyone, please do not 

call before that time. 

In the same way, let your light 
shine before men, that they 

may see your good deeds and 
praise your Father in heaven. 

                            Matthew 5:16 
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On November 9th, Thomas Hood  
(Financial  Attorney), conducted a short 

seminar on Estate Planning.  Our 
thanks to Mr. Hood for his time.  
(Another similar seminar will be  

conducted later this winter, at a date 
yet to be determined.) 

On November 19th, St. Mark’s 

hosted the November meeting 

of North Conference Leaders.  

Bishop Yehiel Curry  was pre-

sent along with many others. 

PASTORAL VACANCY UPDATE 

At the October 27, 2019, Congregational Meeting, a proposal from the Metropolitan Chicago Synod was discussed as a 

creative solution to staffing St. Mark’s ministry vacancy. This proposal had been reviewed by the Church Council with the 

recommendation that it be affirmed. Here is a summary of the proposal, followed by an update on the progress. 

The proposal is to offer an internship experience to Colin Cranmer. Colin currently serves as Youth Pastor at Joy! Lutheran 

Church in Gurnee. He has been taking classes at Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary and Wartburg Seminary in or-

der to fulfill the requirements to become an ordained minister in the ELCA. He will finish his class work in May. The only 

requirement he will have left is to complete an internship. This 9 month internship would begin on or around June 1, 

2020. Pastor Kelly will continue to serve as Interim Minister until Colin is fully on board. 

Ordinarily, seminarians who are on internship are not allowed to do sacramental ministry (communion, baptism, etc.). 

However, the ELCA has created a policy where qualified individuals who have completed their coursework and have been 

approved by their Synod can serve as a Synodically Authorized Ministers (SAM). Bishop Yeheil Curry has granted a request 

for St. Mark’s to become a SAM site. Wartburg Seminary has granted St. Mark’s request to be come and internship site. 

Pastor Mark Boretti has agreed to serve as Colin’s internship supervisor. With these things in place, Colin will be per-

mitted to fully function as a minister while on Internship. At the end of the internship year, the congregation will have the 

option to call Colin as an ordained minister.  

St. Mark’s will need to form an Internship Committee to work with Pastor Borgetti in the supervision of Colin’s Internship. 

The Internship Committee then could serve as a Call Committee to make a recommendation as to whether Colin should 

receive a call from St. Mark’s to serve as an ordained minister.  

More details will be offered in future Messenger Articles. There will be an opportunity early in 2020 to meet Colin and his 

family. The date is yet to be determined.   The Spirit is alive at St. Mark’s Lutheran church!  
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St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
3350 North Delany Rd. 
Waukegan, IL. 60087 

  
Phone 847-623-5135  
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First) 
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com  

Worship 
Sundays  
10:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday 
School 
9:45 a.m.  

  Oct.—May 
  

Serving Us This Month 

Lectors      Sundays      
12/01 Nancy Inskeep 
12/08 Paul Durand 
12/15 Children’s Pageant 
12/20 Ken Swanson 
12/22  Genie Durand 
12/24 Ida Dudleston — 4pm 
 Ken Swanson — 11 pm 
12/29 Georgia Benson 

 

Assisting Minister             
Jill Shepherd (1st and 3rd Sundays) 
Paul Durand (12/24—4 pm) 
 

Communion Assistant 
Genie Durand (2nd Sunday) 
Jean Norkus ( 4th & 5th Sunday) 
Ken Swanson (12/24—11pm) 
 

Altar Guild  
Lindy Haapanen, Nancy Inskeep  
Julie Wendorf  
 

Ushers  
Al and Ida Dudleston 
 

Acolyte s    Sundays 
12/01  TBD  

12/08 TBD 

12/15 TBD 

12/20 TBD 

12/22 TBD 

12/24 TBD 

12/29 TBD 

 
Projectionists  Sundays 
12/01 TBD  

12/08 TBD 

12/15 TBD 

12/20 TBD 

12/22 TBD 

12/24 TBD 

12/29 TBD 

 

Sound Technicians     
12/01 TBD  

12/08 TBD 

12/15  TBD 

12/20 TBD 

12/22 TBD 

12/24 TBD 

12/29 TBD 
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