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Website: stmarkslutheran.us 
 
On Facebook: 
“Friends of St. Marks” 
“St. Marks Youth & Family” 
“St. Marks Lutheran Church” 
“St. Marks Yarns of Compassion” 
“God’s Work. St. Mark’s Hands” 
 
 

  

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
  

Come celebrate the gift  
of Jesus Christ. 
Grow together  

in faith and love.  
Share the Good News with all.  

The Messenger 
Come, Grow, Share 

January 2020 Vol. 23 No. 01 

3350 North Delany Rd  

Waukegan, II.  60087  

I write this article on a date in early December. It seems strange 

to be thinking about January, 2020, when we haven’t celebrated 

Christmas of 2019. However, here are some of my thoughts 

regarding the year yet to come. 

Every once in a while someone will greet me with the question: 

“So what’s new?” I never know how to respond to that inquiry. 

So, it becomes an awkward moment as I try to think of something 

that is new in my life that would be of interest to the person 

asking the question. In that moment, I have a hard time scanning my brain for 

something new and so my usual response is, “Not much, how about you?” 

Why do I find it so difficult to think of something new when asked? First of all, I don’t go 

through the daily activities of life thinking, “Now that’s something new that I can share 

with the next person who asks me!” Does it matter that I got a new pillow, or a new 

pair of shoes, or a new shipment of filters for my HVAC system? Most things that are 

new in daily life are relatively insignificant and not particularly newsworthy. 

However, there are significant things that are new every day. Each morning brings a 

new day of life.  Each day brings new opportunities to appreciate the wonders of 

creation, to give thanks and praise to God, and to serve others. Each evening offers a 

new opportunity to reflect upon the day and recognize the many ways moments in 

which we have been blessed by God. 

On a personal level, it is my intention to retire in June of 2020. I will turn 66 and will 

have served the church as an ordained minister for 38 of those years. Mary and I plan 

to travel, reconnect with friends, and find other ways to live a meaningful and 

rewarding life in retirement. As I near this new phase in life, I find myself with mixed 

emotions. I am excited for the new experiences and opportunities that retirement will 

bring. Yet I am also anxious, because being a pastor has been my primary identity since 

I was 28 years old. What will my identity be after I retire? 

2020 will also bring something new to you as members and friends of St. Mark’s. There 

will be a new person serving you as minister at the beginning of June. His name is Colin 

Cranmer and he will begin his ministry at St. Mark’s as an Intern & Synodically 

Authorized Minister.  This arrangement is something relatively new in the ELCA.  

Continued on Page 8 
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The following gift was given in Memory of  Bill “Chico” 
Mattson: 
 Al & Ida Dudleston 
 

Linda Churchey  01/04 

Margaret Congdon  01/04 

William Gregory  01/04 

David Sparesus  01/06 

Kathy Schild   01/07 

Betty Anderson  01/11 

Tamara Maki   01/11  

Andrew Haapanen  01/12 

William Klass   01/12 

Heidi Vander Vere  01/12 

Ariana DeTogne  01/14  

Elise Diaz   01/14  

Donald Fontana  01/15  

Abigail Oye   01/15  

Liv Heredia   01/18  

Jean Norkus   01/21 

Alexis Perez   01/21  

Lynn Schroetter  01/21 

Magnus Swanson  01/21  

Jean Bogdala   01/22  

Danyel Sparesus  01/25 

Drew Heredia   01/26 

Amelia Solava   01/26 

Ian Hopkins   01/29  

Inara Puccini   01/30  

Ritva Illi   01/31 

 

Alfred & Eleanore Wienke     01/12 

Matthew & Leslie Sanfelippo   01/18 

Rudolph & Mary Jo Ahonen   01/24 

Rob & Kathy Anderson     01/30  

The following gift was given  
in Honor of Paavo Pelkonen’s  
80th Birthday: 
 The Arnold Aho Family 
 

If your name(s) have not appeared in recognition of your   

birthday, wedding, anniversary, or a memorial gift, please con-

tact the church office.  We want to include all celebrations and 

memorials.         (847)  623-5135 

The following gift was given in Memory of  Jack Herberger: 
 Al & Ida Dudleston 

We thank the people who 
have  memorialized these  
friends and loved ones for 
their generosity. 

The following gift was given in Memory of  John & Mamie  
Anderson: 
 Gerald Van Treeck Family 
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THANK YOU’s, (continued)  

on page 9 
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strangers helping strangers often in heroic ways.   

Give someone an unexpected smile today and so contribute your 
share to peace on earth.  *You can feel either grateful or 

alienated, but never both at the same time.  There is not room 
for both in the same heart.  Say yes to belonging!  This is the 

essence of love.  A smile will put “yes” into action.  Don’t let it 
matter to you whether or not the person smiles back. 

 

From Everyday Gratitude, Inspiration of Living Life as a Gift 
It has been said that no act of love is ever, truly small. And 
imagining that our acts of love are actually each a work of peace 
stretches our sense of the importance and possibility of all that 
we offer. No kindness ever wasted. No action without a ripple 
effect. Everyday Gratitude, and grateful living, encourage us to 
know that  whatever we offer from love is enough,  

is needed, and can help to nourish the  

heart of the world. Happy New Year!   

 

May your soul be touched by God’s  

love  for life and sharing that love  

with others,  Jill Shepherd,   

Stephen Leader 

 

 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

-New Year Gifts-  
Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.  

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 

prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the saints, extend 

 hospitality to strangers. 

  Romans 12:9-13 

Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams 
often says “that, no matter what, the 

proper stance of the Christian in the world 
is one of gratitude.”  Sister Joan Chittister 

and the Archbishop tell us that there are a sweeping set of 
things and circumstances to be grateful for—things for which we 

can sing “alleluia,” and “praise and thanks be to God.”   

There are some things we naturally feel grateful for—but others 
like death, divisions, and suffering we would never think to sing 

alleluia about.  However, Sr. Joan explains “Life itself is an 
exercise in learning to sing ‘alleluia’ here in order to recognize 

the face of God hidden in the recesses of time.  To deal with the 
meaning of ‘alleluia’ in life means to deal with moments that do 

not feel like ‘alleluia’ moments at all” 

After 9/11,  Br. David Steindl wrote an article titled, “A New 
Reason for Gratitude” that is still relevant today.  When we are 

overwhelmed by the many crises in our world, Br. David reminds 
each one of us that we all have a valuable role to play.  In his 

article he writes that four small steps can make a difference.  Br. 
David states, “Who would have foreseen that gratitude could 

shine forth with such new brightness in these dark days?  May it 
light our way.” 

Br. David writes that the gift we were given by the “Wake-up call 
of September 11th was an unprecedented opportunity.  We 

need to be grateful for the wake-up call by staying awake and 
acting wakefully.  In our own hearts we must recognize fear, 

agitation, coldness, alienation, and anger. 

Instead, we can turn our fear into courageous trust, agitation 
and confusion into stillness, isolation into a sense of belonging, 
and alienation into love.  Following are four small gestures Br. 

David suggests that have helped him personally show his 
gratitude for the wake-up call and staying awake. 

Say one word today that gives a fearful person courage.   
Gratefulness has the courage to trust and overcome fear.  Fear 

has been manipulated by politicians and the media.  Fear 
perpetuates violence.   

Calmly hold someone’s hand today and spread calm.  Gratitude 
expresses courage and spreads calm.  Join the truly 

compassionate ones who are calm and strong.  From the 
stillness of your heart’s core reach out to others. 

Look a stranger in the eyes today and realize there are no 
strangers.  When you are grateful your heart is open—open 

towards others, open for surprise.  In the days since 9/11, there 
have been remarkable examples of this openness:   

 

FOOD of  the Month:  PEANUTBUTTER 

 

Fellowship area Lighting Fund Drive—UPDATE !! 

As has been the history with St. Mark’s, our fund rais-

ing drive is off to a fantastic start.  We are nearly at 

15% of our goal after only THREE weeks.  (We have also 

received a number of commitments to contribute as 

we move into the new year.)  As you know, the existing 

fixtures are original to the building, inefficient, and are 

becoming difficult to maintain. (A sample of the new 

style fixture can be seen in the janitors closet.)  Our 

thanks to those who have already contributed, and  / 

or committed.  We have over 110 fixtures to replace 

and our goal (now) is to replace all of them sometime 

in the late winter.   
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Delany Street Sign Upgrade—Update 
On December 10th, Winston Electric upgraded our 
sign to LED bulbs.    
This was a fraction of  
the cost to purchase  
such a conversion from  
the Original Sign  
Manufacturer.  
(The upper portion of  
the sign has not been  
lighting up for several  
months, due to failed ballasts and bulbs, both of 
which are specialty order items which have been re-
placed several times in the past.)  Our thanks to  
Winston Electric for assisting us in saving over $2,000 
on this conversion. 

REFLECTIONS IN THE WORD 

New Wednesday Night Study to begin January 15, 2020 
 

The Wednesday Night study group, Reflection in the Word, has 
completed its study on the Gospel of Matthew. The class will be 
on break until Wednesday, January 15, 2020, at which point a new 
study will begin. 

  

We will be reading and discussing a book  

titled Dear Church: a Love Letter from a Black  

Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in  

America, written by ELCA pastor Rev. Lenny  

Duncan. Duncan serves as the Mission  

Developer of Jehu’s table in Brooklyn, NY.  

The following description is taken from the  

Amazon website.  

Lenny Duncan is the unlikeliest of pastors. Formerly incarcerated, 
he is now a black preacher in the whitest denomination in the 
United States: the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
Shifting demographics and shrinking congregations make all the 
headlines, but Duncan sees something else at work--drawing a 
direct line between the church's lack of diversity and the church's 
lack of vitality. The problems the ELCA faces are theological, not 
sociological. But so are the answers. 

  

Part manifesto, part confession, and all love letter, Dear Church 
offers a bold new vision for the future of Duncan's denomination 
and the broader mainline Christian community of faith. Dear 
Church rejects the narrative of church decline and calls everyone--
leaders and laity alike--to the front lines of the church's renewal 
through racial equality and justice. 

 

It is time for the church to rise up, dust itself off, and take on forc-
es of this world that act against God: whiteness, misogyny,  

nationalism, homophobia, and economic injustice. Duncan gives a 
blueprint for the way forward and urges us to follow in the revolu-
tionary path of Jesus. 

  

This book is being studied in congregations throughout the ELCA. 
It was recommended for consideration by several member of the 
class after they learned of the book at a Grace Institute seminar at 
Wartburg Seminary. The book is very readable but the discussion 
will be challenging. I told the class that it will sometimes make us 
uncomfortable. However, at those moments of discomfort, we 
can ask ourselves, “Why am I uncomfortable and how do I learn 
and grow through my discomfort.” We will also ask, “How might 
this book prepare St. Mark’s for the church of the future?” 

  

Dear Church is available through Augsburg Fortress and Amazon in 
both printed and e-book formats. It would be helpful if the book is 
purchased ahead of the first class session.  The class meets on 
Wednesday  evenings from 7:00 – 8:30 PM.  If you have  

any questions, please feel free to contact me    ~ Pastor Kelly 
  

 We would like to thank the Church Council for their efforts in 

2019, during a very challenging and productive year.  We are 

also very thankful that the 2019 council will continue “intact” 

in 2020.  These people contribute untold amount of volun-

teer time for the success of St. Mark’s and 2020 is looking 

very bright as a result of their efforts. 

 

 

Reflections in the Season Bible Study 

Noon  luncheon 

January 14, 2020 

Come…break bread with us!  
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Annual Ethnic Luncheon 
Sunday January 12, 2020 

 AROUND THE WORLD — ETHNIC LUNCHEON 

11:00 AM. 

Free Will Donation  

A sign up sheet is posted on the counter in the nar-

thex of the church to list your name, number of 

people attending and Ethnic dish to share. 

What is an Ethnic Dish? A special food from your 

Heritage — maybe your Mother or Grandmother 

made it for a family gathering or special holiday meal 

which you remember as very special. Or maybe you 

have a good "all American" dish to share. We 

would like to know what you plan to bring and 

country of origin, so we can have labels ready to 

identify all dishes. 

Please note: We will not be serving the regular coffee 

hour on this Sunday as everyone is invited to attend 

the "Around the World Luncheon". 

 

Ministry of Hospitality Team 

Lucille Tolonen, Team Leader 

  

2020 Offering Envelopes 

The 2020 Offering Envelopes are available, and have 
been on the table in the Narthex since early  

December.  If you would like your envelopes mailed 
to you, please call or email the church office—as 
there is a sizeable cost to do so.  (Otherwise the 

offering envelopes will be placed in your church mail-
box in the fellowship hall in early January.)  Thanks! 

On Sunday December  
8th, several members 
from St. Mark’s visited 
Winchester House in   
Libertyville to sing  
Christmas Carols for  
the guests. 

January -  Mission of the Month: 

COOL Food Pantry 
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PASTY TIME IS NEAR… 

January 22, 23, 24 & 25 

Your December MESSENGER provided the basic infor-
mation regarding our annual Pasty Sale sponsored by 
the Women of St. Mark’s. Volunteers are needed to 
Shop & Cleanup, Peel & Chop Vegetables, Roll & Fill 
Crusts, and Provide Nourishment for the workers. 
The Sign-up Board to help will be in the Narthex 
starting Sunday, January 5, 2020.  Come join in the 
fellowship and accomplishment of great things. 

With your unselfish efforts to help, monies will be 
available to fulfill the following mission endeavors: 

INREACH 

 Special families in need 

 WSM Prayer Retreat/Breakfast 

 Youth & Family Ministry   Programs 

 St.  Mark’s Light Fixture Project 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

 Bethel New Life Mission Education Opportunities 

 Midwest Veteran’s Closet 

 

WORLD OUTREACH 

 Honduras Baby Project 

 Katie’s Fund for Women in Ministry sponsored by 
Women of the ELCA. 

2020 WORK SCHEDULE 
Wed.   January 22      7:00am to 5:00pm 

Dough Making,  

Dishwashing, Clean-Up 
 

Thurs. January 23   9:00am to 9:00pm 

Crust Rolling, Veggie Prep, 

Clean-Up 
 

Fri.       January 24        6:00am to 7:30pm 

Pasty Filling, Baking, Cooling, 

Potato Peeling, Dishwashing, Clean-Up 
 

Sat.      January 25      6:00am to 6:30pm 

Pasty Filling, Baking, Cooling, 

Dishwashing, Clean-Up 

ORDERING INFORMATION 

Place completed order forms in the WSM Pasty Box in 
the Narthex beginning January 5.  Order forms will be 
on the information table in the Narthex and down-
stairs on the tables in front of the mailboxes.   

We will stop taking pasty orders when we reach 1200.  There 
will be no waiting list.  First come; first served. 

 

The price of a pasty this year will remain at $7.00.   

 

WHAT IS A PASTY???? 

It is a meat pie, a blend of beef & pork & potatoes & 
onions & carrots.  The mixture is placed in a crust …  

the crust is folded over, sealed and baked.   

DELICIOUS … once you’ve tasted one, you can’t wait 
until the next sale 

 

 
  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHONE ORDERSPHONE ORDERS > please call Wayne Voss, our of-

fice manager no earlier than 9am on Monday,  

January 6th.  In fairness to everyone, please do not 

call before that time.  (847)  623-5135. 

In the same way, let your light 
shine before men, that they may 
see your good deeds and praise 

your Father in heaven. 
                            Matthew 5:16 
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Pastor Kelly—Continued from Page 1 

It gives a candidate for ordination who has completed the required academic work, but has not completed the requirement of an 

internship, the opportunity to serve a congregation as an Intern while they are still in the learning process. The Synodically Authorized 

Minister status allows them to function in the same manner as an ordained minister, including administering the sacraments. The 

thinking is that following the completion of the Internship, the congregation will consider extending a call to serve as an ordained 

minister.  

Colin’s internship supervisor will be Pastor Mark Borgetti from Joy! Lutheran Church in Gurnee. He will also meet regularly with a new 

Internship Committee to receive feedback and recommendations. That Committee will be appointed by the Church Council in Janu-

ary. I have also offered to assist Colin in a time of transition and to serve as a mentor to him and I look forward to that new role for 

me. 

So 2020 will bring new experiences, relationships and opportunities to my life. The same will be true for you as members and friends 

of St. Marks. Let us embrace the newness. Thanks be to God! 

Rev. Dennis Kelly, Interim Minister 

 

 

The annual Christmas Pageant was held at St. Mark’s on  

Sunday December 15th, titled:  “The Way For Jesus”.  Our 
Thanks to Eric Aho, and everyone who participated in making 
this a great success! 
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Continued from Page 3 

 Did you know that St. Mark’s HAS an AED—Automated External  

Defibrillator, located at the top of the main stairwell in the Narthex?   
  

An AED, or defibrillator, is a small, lightweight device that allows quick-
thinking citizens and co-workers to treat sudden cardiac arrest by delivering 
a shock to the victim's chest, ideally re-starting his or her heart. There is no 
danger of harming a patient who might not need defibrillation because an 
AED diagnoses dangerous heart rhythms and responds accordingly. AEDs are 
user friendly and even "talk" the user through the process.  Sudden cardiac 
arrest is not the same as a heart attack, which usually is caused by an arteri-
al blockage.  SCA causes the heart to suddenly and unexpectedly stop 
beating, according to the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute. A person 
with no signs of heart disease can suddenly pass out and appear lifeless. The 
survival rate outside of a hospital setting is only 1% to 5%, but the chance of 
survival increases considerably if they can be immediately treated with an 
AED.   For more info go to: 

 

https://www.nsc.org/safety-training/first-aid/supplies/aeds  

https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/health-topics/topics/scda
https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/health-topics/topics/scda
https://www.nsc.org/safety-training/first-aid/supplies/aeds


W e b s i t e :  s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s  





St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
3350 North Delany Rd. 
Waukegan, IL. 60087 

  
Phone 847-623-5135  
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First) 
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com  

Worship 
Sundays  
10:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday 
School 
9:45 a.m.  

  Oct.—May 
  

Serving Us This Month 

Lectors      Sundays      
1/05 Sall Katalinich 
1/12 Grace Brikha 
1/19 Jill Shepherd 
1/26 Genie Durand 

 

Assisting Minister             
Eric Aho (1st and 3rd Sundays) 
 

Communion Assistant 
Ken Swanson (2nd and 4th Sundays) 
 
 

Altar Guild  
Lindy Haapanen, Nancy Inskeep  
Julie Wendorf , Loren Congdon 
 

Ushers  
Kurt and Kathy Schild 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Acolyte s    Sundays 
1/05  Lilly Thorn - Isabeau Puccini 

1/12  Madison Falkinham 

1/19  Kiera Stelter – Lilly Thorn 

1/26  Dylan Schroetter 

 
Projectionists  Sundays 
1/05  Emily Waight 

1/12  Logan Schroetter 

1/19  Dominic Stelter 

1/26  Morgan Schroetter 

 

Sound Technicians     
1/05  David Sparesus 

1/12  Evelyn Fontana 

1/19  David Sparesus 

1/26  Evan Lundtveit 

THE M ESSENGER 
St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
3350 North Delany Rd. 
Waukegan, IL. 60087-1343 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 RETURN ADDRESS REQUESTED 

PLACE MAILING LABEL HERE 

stamp 


