
OUR STAFF 
Rev. Dennis Kelly 

Interim Pastor 
 

Victoriya Berezhna 
Organist 

 
Eric Aho 

Director of Musical Ensembles 
  

Jill Shepherd 
Stephen Ministry 

847-989-1919 
  

Wayne Voss 
Office Manager 

  

Ken Swanson 
Council Chair 

  
  

Cody Ammons 
Webpage master 

  

CONTACTS 
  

Phone: 847-623-5135 
Fax: 847-623-5135 (Call First) 
E-mail:  stmarkslutheran@gmail.com 

Website: stmarkslutheran.us 
 
On Facebook: 
“Friends of St. Marks” 
“St. Marks Youth & Family” 
“St. Marks Lutheran Church” 
“St. Marks Yarns of Compassion” 
“God’s Work. St. Mark’s Hands” 
 
 

  

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
  

Come celebrate the gift  
of Jesus Christ. 
Grow together  

in faith and love.  
Share the Good News with all.  
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Hello! 
 
I have been excited to write our very first hello to you 
all. The whole Cranmer Crew and I have been waiting 
to meet everyone in person and start the process of 
adopting each other as a church family. In case you 
haven’t heard, my name is Colin Cranmer and I am set 
to be the new Synodically Authorized Minister (I’ll ex-
plain in a minute what the title means) at St. Mark’s 
Church. I have been a Youth and Family Pastor for 
twelve years and spent the decade before that as a 
social worker in Elgin where I directed an after-school center for middle 
and high school to reduce gang recruitment of that age group. Having felt 
God’s call to shift directions towards whole church leadership, I started 
seminary three years ago at Garrett-Theological Evangelical Seminary and 
recently graduated with my Masters in Divinity. I am so grateful that you 
all have shown up as the beautiful end to that journey and the start of the 
next. We cannot wait to meet all of you! 
 
As Pr. Dennis explained in an earlier newsletter, a Synodically Authorized 
Minister means that the Chicago Synod has endorsed me to begin work-
ing as a minister while I am still in the process of ordination. The main 
portion of ordination is completed (degree, chaplaincy, the Lutheran year 
of courses) and only time spent leading a church is left. The synod is al-
lowing us to pioneer a new form of internship together, which allows a 
candidate to lead a church that has the potential to extend the call lat-
er—or as my mentor, Mark says—I’m a rent-to-own minister! 
 
You might be able to tell by my profession, but I love theology, learning 
more about God and our relationship with the Divine, helping a commu-
nity find its identity, and equipping it to explore being a spiritual and ethi-
cal group of people, together. I also love terrible jokes, (I am excited to 
have a new audience to use them on, I hope you’re ready) I started as a 
jazz saxophone music major, and am a huge foodie. I love to cook and 
was taught by my great-grandma Marie who was a chef at the Polish  

 
Continued on Page 6 
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Birthdays 

02/01 Carol Bonnes  

02/01 Thomas Nicklas 

02/03 Taylor Neas 

02/05 Emily Waight 

02/07 Johanne Ahonen  

02/07 Linnea Anderson  

02/09 Julie Harmon 

02/10 Helen Binning  

02/11 Ida Dudleston  

02/12 John Poole  

02/13 Richard Haapanen  

02/14 Wendy Dumont 

02/17 Davis Chand  

02/17 Genie Durand  

02/17 Ethan Schroetter 

02/18 Aira Puistolahti  

02/19 Jon Oye  

02/19 Peter Tentes 

02/20 Kurt Schild, IV  

02/20 Elizabeth Spengler  

02/21 Helen Collins  

02/22 Thomas Plinke  

02/22 Richard Yocius  

02/23 Carolyn Poole 

02/23 Carol Suomu  

02/24 Chantal Brikha 

02/25  Robert Thorn 

02/28 Kurt Collins  

02/28 Keith Huebner  

02/28 Samantha Kottka  

W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s  

     Joseph & Ina Ryder

 February 26th 

If your name/s have not appeared in 

recognition of your birthday, wedding 

anniversary or a memorial gift, please contact 

the church office.  We want to include all 

celebrations and  memorials.    

847-623-5135   

If you have “not yet” received your: 

2019 giving statements, or your 2020 envelopes  …..  

Then,  please contact Wayne at the church office 

Simply Giving 

Our THANKS to everyone who utilizes the Simply Giving system for  

contributing to  St. Mark’s. 

  

Simply Giving does many good things for the church: 

  Balances our month to month cash flow 

  Reduces accounting efforts 

  Guarantees your contributions are deposited even if you are not 
at church 

Just to name a few of the benefits….. 
  

However, did you know, that if you use a credit card for Simply Giving 
Contributions, the processing company charges the church 4% for han-
dling the transaction?  For example, if you give $100  - charged to your 
card each month, the church only receives $96 of this contribution (you 
are credited with the full $100 contribution, however.)  

Please contact Wayne at the church office if you would like more infor-

mation on this subject.     
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Mission of the Month—Souper Bowl of 

Caring 
 

  

   

More than 20 years ago, the Soup-er Bowl of 

Caring began with a simple prayer from a single 

youth group.  “Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl 

football game, help us to be mindful of those 

without even a bowl of soup to eat.” 

Transform the time around the Super Bowl 

into the nation's largest celebration of giving 

and serving. 

We believe: 

 The idea for “Souper” Bowl of Caring is a 

gift from God 

 Young people have the ability to serve and 

should be given opportunities to lead their 

communities in helping others 

 Every dollar collected through Souper Bowl 

of Caring should be donated directly to a 

charity selected by each participating 

group 

 People of all backgrounds and beliefs can 

work together 

 Hunger and poverty have a negative 

impact on individuals and the communities 

in which they live, yet there is joy in 

serving and giving to those in need 

 The excitement and energy surrounding 

the Super Bowl can be used to engage 

young people in service while producing 

lasting hope for all people.  

 

W e b s i t e :  s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s  

 Please give  

generously on  

Souper Bowl  

Sunday, 2/23  

and during the  

month of February.  

Every dollar  

Donated will go to  

COOL.   

We will be collecting cans of soup as well. 

Around the World Luncheon 

Thank you all for your support of the Sixth Annual 

Around the World Luncheon. 

A perfect balance of food items were shared by all.  

Thank you to everyone who helped set up and deco-

rate the Fellowship Hall, helped serve, and clean up 

after the luncheon.         Lucille Tolonen -Team Leader 
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help myself?”  They grieve, which is healthy, but they 
continue to persevere and fight. 
Optimism is different from hope.  In his book, Bread for 
the Journey, Henri Nouwen speaks about hope.   Nouwen 
states optimism and hope are radically different attitudes. 
Optimism is the expectation that things---the weather, 
human relationship, the economy, the political situation, 
and so on---will get better. Hope is trust that God will fulfil 
God’s promises to us in a way that leads us to true 
freedom. The optimist speaks about concrete changes in 
the future. The person of hope lives in the moment with 
the knowledge and trust that all of life is in good hands. 
 
As Christians, we believe there is a God who gives us 
reason to go on in spite of disasters, losses, and heart-
break.  As Christians, we believe that God is with us 
always, and that God uses others to give us hope.  I see 
hope all around me in the faces of those at church, 
supporting me each Sunday simply by being there.  I see 
hope in the many, many people who have reached out to 
me when I was in dark times, and in good times. 
Hope can transform us.  It can turn a tragedy into a 
blessing.  Sr. Joan Chittister writes of her own journey to 
hope in Scarred By Struggle, Transformed By Hope. 

 
... But disappointment is universal. Life wrenching 
disappointment, soul-searing loss, everybody 
understands. Everybody sometimes in life is 
changed by something they did not want to have 
change. It is real change, the change that comes 
upon us unbidden and unwanted, change that 
breaks our hearts and smothers our souls and 
haunts us all. The divorce we do not want, the 
family scars we cannot face, the personal 
humiliations we cannot endure, the community 
catastrophes we could not avert and cannot undo 
leave us hollow to the core. 

  
  
To be continued…                      
 
God’s peace and love be 
with you,   
                                                                     
Jill Shepherd  
Stephen Leader 

 
 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

Hope   

We are not alone! 

 

“O that my words were written down!  O that they were 

inscribed in a book! 

O that with an iron pen and with lead they were engraved 

on a rock forever! 

For I know that my Redeemer lives, and that at the last he 

will stand upon the earth.”       

Job 19:23-25 

We are not “alone.”  Ironically, even in our darkness and 

our struggles, hope can grow in us.  Dr. Dale Archer 

wrote the following in his article, “The Power of Hope,” 

from Psychology Today: 

“If I could find a way to 
package and dispense 
hope, I would have a pill 
more powerful than any 
antidepressant on the 
market.  Hope is often 
the only thing between man and the abyss. As long as a 
patient, individual or victim has hope, they can recover 
from anything and everything. 
However if they lose hope, unless you can help them get 
it back, all is lost. One thing I can tell you is that hope is 
an emotion that springs from the heart, not the brain. 
Hope lays dormant until its amazing strength is 
beckoned, supplying a sheer belief that you will 
overcome, you will persevere and you will endure 
anything and everything that comes your way.” 
Dr. Archer explains hope is not a wish for things to get 
better, it’s the actual belief that things will get better.  
Faith means there is something bigger and more 
important than you.   
In his practice Dr. Archer has seen that the power of 
hope can change a victim to a survivor.  The 
psychological victims are those who are passive, 
pessimistic, and look to the past. They ask, “Who will 
help me?’  They despair and are all consumed by their 
loss, refusing to help themselves. 
The psychological survivors are those who are active, 
optimistic and look to the future.  They ask, “How can I 

about:blank
about:blank


W e b s i t e :  
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Lenten Worship Schedule 

Ash Wednesday Worship:   

February 26, 2020 @ 7:00 PM 

 

Lenten Worship Services @ 7:00 p.m, beginning 

March 4th 

 

Wednesday’s Soup Suppers @ 6:00 p.m.   

beginning on March 4th — with this first supper  

hosted by Reflections in the Season. 

(See the March Messenger for specific Wednesday 

Soup Supper schedule - “after” March 4th.) 

Thank  you in advance for your  willingness to 

serve  - WSM Board 

 

Holy Week:  

Maundy Thursday Thursday,  April 9th  

  

Good Friday Friday, April 10th  

 Good Friday Service  7:00 p.m. 

 

Easter Saturday Saturday, April 11th 

  

Easter Sunday Sunday, April 12th,  

 Worship @ 10:00  a.m.  

Honduras Baby  

Project 
 
From those who have so much...         
To those who have so little…. 
 

Women of St. Mark’s continued mission is  
a plea for slightly used baby clothes in sizes 0 
to 6 months (please no new baby clothes) for 
babies born in  Honduras. Many mothers in 
Honduras are unable to provide clothes to 
bring their new born babies home from the 
hospital in.  Stop now and think how you 
would feel if you had to bring your new born 
baby home naked.  That’s right… naked.  These 
mothers need our help and help from others 
like us. Keep in mind the weather in Honduras 
is hot continuously throughout the year...so 
please look for clothes that are light-weight in 
sizes 0 to 6 months.  
 
Please bring the donation of baby clothes to  
St. Mark’s and put them into a donation box 
that is marked.  Women of St. Mark’s Board 
thanks you for your support in  this project. 

December accounting “Snapshot”…… 
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Reflections in the Season Bible Study 

Noon  luncheon 

February 11, 2020 

Come…break bread with us!  

 

 

 

 

Men and Women 

Welcome all! 

COOL FOOD PANTRY— 

FOOD OF THE MONTH: Breakfast 

Items:  Cereal—Hot & Cold, 

Muffin Mix, & Pancake Mix 

  

  

Embassy in Chicago during the Great Depression. I have heard rumors about your pasties and your chili and I 

am thrilled to find my people and cook together. 

 

Along with me comes my beautiful, awesome little family. My best friend and wife Shay is a gifted musician 

and writer. She is also a great listener and a wise companion to have on the journey. She is a private vocal in-

structor and wrote children's educational curriculum for many years, and is now transitioning into being a his-

torical fiction author and we are supporting her as her first book enters the publication world. Shay and I have 

been married for twelve years and are parents to two fun kids. Ena (rhymes with Emma) is our oldest at elev-

en. She is an accomplished artist and painter, loves Minecraft, and has a 

soft heart for babies and children. She wants to be an art therapist when 

she grows up. Dessa is our red-headed seven year old and has never met 

a person she didn't want to have a full conversation with.  

She is spirited, hilarious, and the ambassador of friendliness. She wants 

to be a Crazy Cat Lady when she grows up. She also has some special 

needs and sensory issues, so we ask for everybody's patience if Dessa 

and Shay are hanging out in the glassed-off area during services some-

times. 

 

I’m sure you will get to know all of us over the next many months and  

vice-versa. All prayers for us in the transition are welcome, as we are  

praying for you. So excited for the blessings that God has for us all! 

 

In Christ,  Colin 

Continued from Page 1 

As a footnote, Minister Colin should be present at our 2/23 Congregational Meeting. 
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Spare Change  Sundays 
Do you have spare change weighing 

down your pockets or purse?  How 

about your couch cushions or the 

seat of your car?  The St. Mark's 

Youth is looking for your loose 

change!!!   We have declared the 

final Sunday of each month as 

"Spare Change Sunday!!"  please 

bring your spare change in and de-

posit it in our bucket outside the 

Sanctuary.  We will be using that 

spare change to wards the 2019 Va-

cation Bible School THANKS!! 

WSM “Gather” Study   

Date:  Friday, 2/07  - 10 a.m. & 4:30 p.m. 

Place:  Ida Dudleston’s  

847-336-5096 

We will continue the series about 

"We are called."  

 

For more information , please contact  

Ida Dudleston. 

 

 

 

  Marlin H. Meyer  - Educational 

Scholarship Fund 
 

A $500 scholarship named in memory of  +Dr. Marlin H. Meyer+   

is available to students pursing a college degree, who are  

members  of St. Mark’s, or active in Testify or any other  

Organization affiliated with St. Mark’s.   

Applications must be returned to St. Mark’s by May 1st . 

Applications for the scholarship may be picked up in the church 

office.  

  



Blessings to the Yarn’s of 

Compassion group 

 

I received a call from an out of town 

cancer patient who had come to Zion 

IL—Cancer Center, for treatment.  

This person, (who would not provide 

her name), stated that she just 

wanted to say THANK YOU to  St. 

Mark’s for the knitted cap she 

received there during her treatment .  

I explained to her that we had an 

awesome group of woman who meet 

one day a month to knit for  

people that might be in need of such 

items, and just to acknowledge that  

we understand your struggle, and 

you  are not alone.   (We discussed 

her battle and by the end of the 

conversation we were both in 

tears…..)    God’s Blessings to all who 

help in so many ways!     Wayne   
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Kitchen sink—upgrade :    COMPLETE !!! 

Our sincere THANKS to the Anonymous  

contributor who helped us install a new faucet  

and backsplash, just in time for Pasty’s! 

 

“For the Men (and Women) who hold high places, must be the one’s to start., 

to mold a new reality, closer to the Heart”…..  Neil Peart  - circa 1976   
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 LARGE GIFTS RECOGNITIONS 

Known to many, the “Memorial Tree 

Mural” (located in the Narthex), it’s used by St. 

Mark’s to recognize larger contributions from the  

congregation that are equal to or in excess of 

$5000.  (Gifts of this nature can be recognized by a 

donor name or remain anonymous.) 

This mural was created some nine years ago and 

presently recognizes more than $775,000 in total 

gifts.  To say we have been blessed as a 

congregation would be a huge understatement.   

We are not a large congregation, by any means, yet 

the outpouring of support since the tree’s inception 

has been nothing short of miraculous.  When you 

have a spare moment, walk by the tree and take a 

look at the inscriptions…..  It’s truly amazing!  Thank 

you all for your unending support! 

 
Fellowship hall / Kitchen LED lighting update 

GOAL REACHED !!! 

We have reached our funding goal for the 
lighting conversion and the installation is  now 
complete - just in time for Pasty’s.  Our sincere 
THANKS to all those who contributed to make 
this upgrade possible! 

 

 

  

  

A Congregational meeting of St. Mark’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church will take place 

on February 23rd immediately after wor-

ship. Mark your calendars now!  Please re-

member to register your communion at-

tendance for this year which [along with a 

record of offering] makes you an eligible 

voting member. The annual report will be 

made available to the congregation for 

their review prior to the meeting.  
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St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
3350 North Delany Rd. 
Waukegan, IL. 60087 

  
Phone 847-623-5135  
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First) 
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com  

Worship 
Sundays  
10 AM 
 
Sunday School 
 9:45 a.m. 
Sept.—May 

  

Serving Us This Month 

Lectors      Sundays      
02/02  Jill Shepherd 

02/09  Nancy Inskeep 

02/16  Lynn Schroetter 

02/23  Genie Durand 

 

Assisting Minister             

Genie Durand (1st and 3rd Sundays) 

 

Communion Assistant 

Emily Waight (2nd,  and 4th Sundays) 

 

Altar Guild  

Sandy & Shawn Stephenson / Nancy 

Inskeep 

 

Ushers  

(TBD) 

 

 

Acolyte s    Sundays 

02/02 Madison Falkinham & Lilly Thorn  

02/09  Dylan Schroetter 

02/16  Isabeau Puccini — Ariana Vasquez 

02/23  Kiera Stelter 

 

Projectionists  Sundays 

02/02 Emily Waight 

02/09 Logan Schroetter 

02/16 Morgan Schreotter  

02/23 Dominic Stelter 

 

Sound Technicians Sundays 

02/02  David Sparesus 

02/09  Evelyn Fontana 

02/16  David Sparesus 

02/23  Evan Lundtveit 
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