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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
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Grow together  

in faith and love. Share the Good 
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I write this message in the middle of March with the 

understanding that you will likely not read this until 

the end of March. Like you, I have no idea what life 

will be like two weeks from now. We have watched 

the COVID-19 virus rapidly spread throughout the 

world. It has been called a pandemic.  

For a while it seemed so distant from us. With each 

passing day it came closer and closer to us. Now it is 

making its way into our community.  With each passing day anxiety has 

increased and we have no option but to maintain “social distance” from 

each other. 

While the list of things that we cannot do during this crisis is growing 

longer, there still are things that we can do from the comfort and safety 

of our own home. We can turn to scripture. We can pray for each oth-

er. We can also support each other through conversations on the 

phone and through the internet. 

In terms of scripture, there are two passages that I recommend: Isaiah 

41:10 and John 14:27. In Isaiah we read: 

Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am 

your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold 

you with my victorious right hand. 

In John 14:2:27, we read: 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as 

the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let 

them be afraid. 

Both readings are spoken to a community that is anxious and under du-

ress. Though the circumstances were different from our own, the mes-

sage is the same. Do not be anxious. Take comfort in God’s presence. 

Our faith in Jesus Christ will help us through this experience.  

Not only do we turn to scripture, but we also turn to prayer. I pray each 
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W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s  

Birthdays 

04/01 Jack Broemelkamp   

04/01 Levi Haapanen   

04/05 Alan Dudleston   

04/07 Flip Flaminio 

04/11 Michael Sybrandy   

04/13 Matthew Nicklas   

04/13 Helena Pelkonen   

04/19 Cody Ammons   

04/20 Monique Brikha   

04/22 Joanie Ryan 

04/23 Robert Harmon   

04/24 Daniel Fontana   

04/25 Arnold Aho  

04/25 James Vander Vere 

04/30 Lucille Tolonen    

If your name/s have not 
appeared in recognition of 

your birthday, wedding 
anniversary or a memorial 

gift, please contact the 
church office.  We want to 
include all celebrations and  

memorials.    

847-623-5135   

  

 

Gifts in Memory and/or Honor of: 

We thank the people who have 

memorialized these friends and loved 

ones for their generosity. 

 In Loving Memory of: 

 Frida Reyes from Helena Pelkonen, Lucille Tolonen, 

Wayne & Kim Voss 

 Craig Harju from Alice Harju 

 

COOL FOOD PANTRY—    FOOD OF THE MONTH:  

 Juice or Powdered Milk 

 

  

 Flip & Patricia Flaminio
 April 6th 

 Matthew & Megan Haapanen
 April 30th 
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W e b s i t e :  s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s  

Mission of the 

Month— Debt 

Reduction 
April’s Mission of the 

month is Foundation’s of the Future, which is 

our designated debt reduction Fund / 

Program.  Since the inception of this program 

a little less than 2 years ago, we have been 

able to raise nearly $260,000, which has been 

used to assist in paying back all of the St. 

Mark’s debenture Notes, along with helping 

the church thru this Pastoral transition 

period.   It’s a tribute to “YOU” for your 

devotion to the future of St. Mark’s! 

Tentative On line—Worship Schedule 

Lenten Midweek Services 

Wednesday’s 7:00 pm 

  

Holy Week  

Maundy Thursday       Thursday, April 9th  - 7 pm 

Good Friday Friday, April 10th  - 7 pm 

Easter Sunday Sunday, April 12th—10 am  

Marlin H. Meyer Educational 

Scholarship Fund 
  

A $500.00 scholarship named in memory of  

+Dr. Marlin H. Meyer+ is available to students 

pursing a college degree who are members of 

St. Mark’s or active in Testify or any other      

Organization affiliated with St. Mark’s. 

Applications must be returned to St. Mark’s by 

May 1st. Applications for the scholarship may 

be picked up in the church office 

With the uncertainty surrounding the             

restrictions related to the Corona virus, as of 

this writing, all events / gatherings at St. Mark’s 

have been suspended until further notice.  At 

this stage Pastor Kelly will be continuing video 

on line services thru the St. Mark’s Facebook 

page.  To access this page go to:   

www.Facebook.com/StMarkslutheranWaukegan 

Additional updates will be sent out via email, 

or feel free to contact the church office at:    

(847) 623-5135 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 

EASTER  - “THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD” 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples were meeting were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 

and said, “Peace be with you.”  After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 

Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.   

As the father has sent me, so I send you.  When he had said this, he breathed on them, and 

said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them;  

if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.  John 20:19-23 

Over seventeen years ago, as a new Lutheran, I was introduced to           

Easter, the way Lutherans celebrated the Resurrection of Christ.  Members 

talked about Ash Wednesday, a 40 day fast period called Lent, Soup sup-

pers and Wednesday evening services, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 

Seder dinners, and more.  As a former Baptist, all these traditions were  

very new and exciting to me.  I learned Easter was not a one day  celebra-

tion but a liturgical season lasting seven weeks.  In fact, Easter is the oldest 

and most important day of the church year. 

I hope the following writing, “Feast of Dazzling Light,” by Sr. Joan 

Chittitster, about Easter shows you the truth of the resurrection, inspires 

you and touches your heart. 

Feast of Dazzling Light 

“The true division of humanity,” Victor Hugo wrote in Les Miserables,     

“is between those who live in light and those who live in darkness.”        

Victor Hugo, it seems, understood Easter. 

We love to think of Easter as the feast of dazzling light.  We get up on Easter Sunday morning knowing that the 

sorrow of Good Friday is finally ended, that the pain of the cross has been compensated for by a burst of brilliant 

victory from the gates of the grave, that Jesus is vindicated, that the faith of the disciples is confirmed for all to 

see, and that everyone lived happily ever after.  We love fairy tales.  Unfortunately, Easter is not one of them. 

On the contrary, Easter is raw reality.  Easter stands in stark witness, not to the meaning of death, but to the 

meaning of what it is to go on despite death, in the face of death—because of death.  To celebrate Easter is to 

stand in the light of the empty tomb and decide what to do next.  Until we come to realize that, we stand to mis-

read the meaning not simply of the Easter gospel but of our own lives.  We miss the point.  We make Easter an 

historical event rather than a life-changing commitment.  We fail to realize that Easter demands as much of us 

now as it did of the apostles then. 

Most of all we miss the very meaning of the Easter’s that we are dealing with in our own lives, in our own time. 

 

Continued on Page 7 
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 Videos of music and messages as is being done – continue with them before and during service. 
 Continuation of summer Wednesday night services. 
 I would like St. Mark's to include more music videos into the worship services like they do sometimes during 

communion. I would also like more contemporary songs included in the service along with the traditional. 
When St. Mark's is in a better place financially, can we hire someone (Victoria's brother?) to play during some 
of the services during the year? For instance, could we pay him to lead the music during the jazz services? Can 
some songs be played at every service such as "As the deer" or do the songs need to change according to the 
liturgy? 

 (A worship service that is) All music....vocal and instruments. 
 More programs for the youth highlighting their talents. 
 Something that engages the youth. 
 Would like to hear more contemporary songs (music worship). 
 More contemporary service. 
 I would like to experience more contemporary music during the service. Contemporary music and videos dur-

ing communion. Possibly instead of the choir singing, have a video we can listen to or sing along with. With the 
idea of the creation walks, Lake County Forrest Preserves has a walking program from August 15 to December 
15. One to two mile walks at a selection of their forest preserves. The routes are marked with signs. Their web-
site will have more information. 

A recent survey was conducted to ask our parishioners what kind of alternate—Non Sunday (non-traditional) service 

they might like to be a part of (in the future) at St. Mark’s.   Below are the results of this recent survey:  

In addition, various comments were collected and are shown below:  

The council, Pastor Kelly, and (future) Minister Colin Cranmer will be taking all this information               

into account, and reviewing for possible future service options. 
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the messenger          

A Message from Bishop Yehiel Curry 
and Vice President Terry Henderson 

 
Dear Partners in Ministry,  
 

As you may know, on Sunday, March 15, in an effort to 
further prevent the spread of COVID-19, the US Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention recommended the can-
cellation or postponement of all in-person events consisting 

of 50 people or more throughout the United States.  
 

On March 12, Bishop Jeffrey Lee suspended all liturgical 
services in the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago, and the fol-

lowing day, Cardinal Blase J. Cupich, archbishop of Chica-
go, mandated the same for Chicago’s Archdiocese. Gover-
nor J.B Pritzker has made similar mandates regarding large 

gatherings as well as Illinois schools.  
 

Unlike the Roman Catholic and Episcopal church bodies, in 
cases such as this, ELCA Lutherans do not grant their bish-

ops the authority to mandate or suspend. Rather, bishops 
are here to support, encourage, and offer advice. The ulti-

mate decision to suspend worship for a season is a decision 
that can only be made by a congregation’s council in con-

versation with their pastor.  
 

With that being said, having met with synod staff and with 
the synod council’s executive committee, we are encourag-
ing that all of our churches, no matter the size of their at-
tendance, comply with the recommendations of the CDC, 
suspending in-person worship, while diligently remaining 

connected through internet, phone, and other virtual means. 
 

Thank you for remaining in dialogue with us, and thank 
you for your ongoing adaptability and attentiveness as you 
provide spiritual care and leadership for your communities. 

We are very aware that the decisions before us are diffi-
cult.  Please know that the staff, bishop, and council are 

here and available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Christ,  Rev. Yehiel Curry 
Bishop Metropolitan Chicago 
Synod, ELCA 

 

ELCA presiding bishop addresses con-
cerns about COVID-19 

In 1527 the plague returned to Wittenberg, Germany. Two 
hundred years earlier the plague had swept across Europe 
killing up to 40% of the population. Understandably, peo-
ple were anxious and wondered what a safe and faithful 
response might be. In answer to this, Martin Luther wrote 
"Whether One May Flee From a Deadly Plague." In it, he 
emphasized the duty to care for the neighbor, the responsi-
bility of government to protect and provide services to its 
citizens, a caution about recklessness, and the importance 
of science, medicine and common sense. 

To provide care for the neighbor, Luther recommended that 
pastors, those in public office, doctors and public servants 
should remain in the city. Luther himself remained in Wit-
tenberg to care for his people. He recommended that public 
hospitals be built to accommodate those with the plague. 
He condemned those who took unnecessary risks that put 
themselves and others in danger of contagion. Luther also 
encouraged the use of reason and medicine, writing, "God 
has created medicines and has provided us with intelli-
gence to guard and take care of the body. … Use medicine; 
take potions which can help you; fumigate house, yard, and 
street; shun persons and places wherever your neighbor 
does not need your presence" ("Whether One May Flee 
From a Deadly Plague," 1527). 

We are living in the time of the coronavirus. We are also 
living in the time of social media and constant, relentless 
news coverage. Many of our people have the same con-
cerns as those in Luther's day. Many of our people are anx-
ious. Luther's counsel, based on Scripture, is still sound. 
Respect the disease. Do not take unnecessary risks. Provide 
for the spiritual and physical needs of the neighbor. Make 
use of medical aid. Care for one another, especially the 
most vulnerable. 

The church wide organization recommends the following 
for church wide staff: Wash your hands, stay home when 
you are sick, wear a mask if you have symptoms, consult 
your medical provider. Bishops and pastors will pro-
vide guidelines for worship and church gatherings. 

Luther also reminded his people and us that we should trust 
God's faithfulness and promises, particularly the promise 
eternal life. Paul writes: "If we live, we live to the Lord, 
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we 
live or whether we die, we are the Lord's" (Romans 
14:8).  

 

In peace,   The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop  Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America 

https://cts.vresp.com/c/?MetropolitanChicagoS/4fc50eae47/53f8ef96f9/8af6d82a60
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Worship_in_Times_of_Public_Health_Concerns.pdf?_ga=2.49647279.804131654.1583427426-2025289056.1557504087
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Spare Change  Sundays 

Do you have spare change weighing down 
your pockets or purse?  How about your 
couch cushions or the seat of your car?  The 
St. Mark's Youth is looking for your loose 
change!!!   We have declared the final Sunday 
of each month as "Spare Change Sun-
day!!"  please bring your spare change in and 
deposit it in our bucket outside the            
Sanctuary.    

 

    THANKS!! 

  

WSM Gather Study   

Due to the uncertainty which the Corona 

Virus has created with scheduling we 

request you contact Ida Dudleston for the 

next scheduled WSM—Gather Study. Ida can 

be reached at (847) 336-5096.  Presently 

there is “no” session scheduled for April. 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY      EASTER  - “THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD” 

Easter is the feast that gives meaning to life.  It is the feast that never ends.  After Easter, the tomb stands open 

for all of us to enter.  If Jesus is risen, then you and I have no choice but to go into the tomb, put on the leftover 

garments ourselves, and follow Jesus back to Galilee where the poor cry for food and the cripples cry to be taken 

to the pool and the blind wait for spittle on their eyes to dry.  All the fidelity in the world will not substitute for 

leaving the tomb and beginning all over again.  Today.  Every day.  Always. 

That’s what Easter is all about.  It is the “division of humanity” to which Hugo refers to in his dramatic render-

ing of the struggle between light and dark.  Yes, Easter is about dazzling light—but only if it shines through us. 

While we may not be able to be together these next weeks, let God’s love shine through us for others through 

and beyond the Easter season.  “We live the ongoing message of the Resurrection itself.  What comes in the name 

of Jesus will not die.  The darkness will not overcome it as long as we ourselves never blow out the light of Truth 

in our own hearts.  Alleluia.”  Sr. Joan Chittister 

Peace be with you,  

Jill Shepherd 

Stephen Leader  

Continued from Page 4 
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 A Thank You note to the Yarns of Compassion Team…….. 
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Due to the suspension of all activities at St. 

Mark’s for the foreseeable future, we will 

be rescheduling “First Communion” to a 

future, yet to be determined, date. 

 

If you have a child in grade 5 or older and 

are wishing to have them take part in “First 

Communion”, please contact Pastor Kelly, 

or the church office.   

 

Watch for updates from St. Mark’s in the 

coming weeks.   Thanks for your                

understanding. 

day for my family; for the members of St. Mark’s; for 

neighbors and community, for the nation and for the 

world. We are all in this together. Even though we can-

not gather together and pray, we can still pray for each 

other from the safety of our own homes. 

We can turn also turn to each other. While it is true 
that we are encouraged to practice “social distancing,” 
that does not mean that we have to stop talking to 
each other. Take the time to call someone, especially 
those in a “high risk” category, and simply ask how 
they are doing. Staying connected is extremely im-
portant for our well-being. 

This will pass. There will be a time when we can wor-
ship in the presence of each other. And when that day 
comes, it will truly be a celebration. 

 

Stay safe… 

keep the faith, 

Pastor Kelly,  

Interim Minister 

Continued from Front Page 

                   Minister— Internship Committee 

Lynn Schroetter Kurt Schild 
Mauro Puccini Wendy Dumont 

Erin Lundveit Tom Wendorf 

Jason Falkinham 

The Minister Internship committee has 

been selected and will act during the       

Internship of Minister Colin Cranmer during 

2020—2021.   This committee will meet on 

a regular basis with Minister Cranmer, along 

with various other key individuals and     

report back to the Church Council.   

*****   Also a part of this committee, 

but not shown:   Muzi Waight 
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St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
3350 North Delany Rd. 
Waukegan, IL. 60087 

  
Phone 847-623-5135  

E-mail: stmarkslutheran@gmail.com  

Sunday Worship  at 10 a.m. 
 

Sunday School 

At  9:45 a.m. Sept.—May 
  

Serving Us This Month 
Lectors      Sundays      
04/05 Passion Sunday  - No Lector 
04/12  Easter Sunday—Paul Durand 
04/19 Genie Durand 
04/26 Nancy Inskeep 
 
 
Assisting Minister             

 Jill Shepherd [1st and 3rd Sundays] 
 
Communion Assistant 

Genie Durand [2nd, 4th Sundays] 
 

 
Altar Guild  
Nancy Inskeep,  Helen Ostman, Lise 
Myllymaki  
 

Ushers  

TBD 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acolyte s      

04/05 TBD 

04/12 TBD 

04/19 TBD 

04/26 TBD 

 

Projectionists    

 04/05 TBD 

04/12 TBD 

04/19 TBD 

04/26 TBD 

 

 Sound Technicians     

04/05 TBD 

04/12 TBD 

04/19 TBD 

04/26 TBD 
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